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forfeiture for non-payment of rent. In
the case of a well improved property for-
feiture was altogether wrong. When the
Minister recommmitted the Bill on the
schedale it wonld be well to amend this
part of it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Under
the exsling Act we had a provision which
was pol repealed in this measure, in
regard to the waiving of forfeiture. That
provision would apply equally under this
schedule, The administration of these
matters was tempered with great mercy
to the holders, At the same time it was
nacessary that we should have a provision
like this, or some might he disposed to
take advantage of the consideration ex-
tended to them. TUnder the circumstances
it would not be advisable to eliminate
the forfeiture provision.

Sehednle put and passed.

Third and Fourth Schedules—agreed
to.

Title—nagreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment.

House adjourned at 10.59 p.m,

Aeslative EHsscmbly,
Friday, 15th November, 1312,
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MINISTERIAT STATEMENT — RE-
PORT ON CROP PROSPECTS.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.

T. H. Bath}: With your permission, Sir,

Y should like to vead & report from fhe
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managing trustee of the Agvicultural
Bank as to a trip he recently made
throngh the Eastern agricultural areas.

Ay, SPEAKER: If the House is will-
ing to hear the report, I have no objec-
tion,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
report is as follows:—

T have the honour to report having
made a tour of inspection lasting eight
days throngh the wheat acveas, and feel
sure that more frequent periodical
visits would be beneficial both to the
management and the numer¢us clients
who are dealing with the Agrieultural
Bank. e storted from Perth on
Thursday early, with a very capable
driver in a mofor provided by the Glov-
ermuent, and took the Toodyay voad
fov preference ns I wished to see the
young crops on the rich Avon valley
and compate them with the erops on the
first and second class land right throngh
to Mount Marshall. Taking the season
as a whole, as applied to the country
40 miles north and east of the Awvon,
it has been very suitable for wheat-
growing (only with one exception in
Augnst); the rain fell in sufficient
quantities to permit of no check that
wounld be hurtful to the maturity of the
erops. When such a propitious season
strikes the Avon valley proper the
crops are always good, and this is no
exception as we saw many that would
cut two tons of hay to the acre or strip
anything between 20 and 30 bushels.
A good farmer in n good season will
always come out on fop, but T am sorry
to say Chat there are many who have
magnificent land who are not good far-
mers and will not reap two tons or
strip 23 bushels per acre. Therefore,
the average will be much lower than it
should be in this magnificent wheat
area, We arrived at Dowerin at 4 p.m,
and left next morning early for the
west side of Coweowing Lake, going
north as far as Badgerin Rock, thence
eastward en the Aount Marshall road
for several miles and on down south
on the east of the lakes to Hall’s. F'rom
Dowerin to Badgerin Roek the crops
are better than those on the east of

The
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the lake, but the latter have improved
considerably. A very opportune fall of
rain of 50 points ocerred just when it
was most needed; consequently the
farmers are now very salisfied with
their harvest prospects, and expeet to
strip from seven to ten bushels, but
on the wesl side they expect to do
better, We then motored back and on
to a spot about six miles north of
Mount Marshall, the farmers being
quite satisfied up to this point with
their season’s prospects. Some crops
in this district are expected lo yield
14 bushels, but the majority will be
about 10. On this far baek country the
best crops were on the tall tamma
serub lands which retain the moisture
much longer thau the richer anil heavier
forest country. On Saturday we con-
tinuwed our journey to Kununoppin and
saw very fair crops, which should
average four bags. The crops to the
south of the Dowerin-Merredin railway
are better than those on the north and
this faet one is not likely to forget, as
crop prospeets ave freely discussed, and
the northerners eoncede the palm to the
southerners this seazon. On Sunday
we tripped further east and north to
Mangowine and saw fair ervops as far
out as that point, all being mueh bene-
fitted by the rain which fell on the
previons Satnrday week and which ap-
peared to be heavier as we went east.
From Mangowine we journeyed to Mer-
redin and saw few erops that would not
reach ten bushels. On DMonday we
motored west, wsoing some distance
north from Nangeenan to see some civil
servants’ erops, which we found in
most cases to be very fair; some were
very good. Most of the Nangeenan
crops are salisfactory, the betier heing
oh the lighter mallee and tamma soils.
The Baandee crops appear to have suf-
fered from a shortage of rain, partieu-
larly 20 on the stiff morceil lands;
thence on down to IKellerberrin the
crops improve and are very fine in
many large paddocks. The Doodlakine
and Kellerberrin farmers are very jubi-
lant at their hacvest prospects which
are justified, as we saw there many

fields which ought to strip five bags and
in seme cases move. Between Keller-
berrin and Tammin the crops were not
s0 even, yet no one eould be considered
ns yielding less than nine bushels. From
Tammin right through to Korreloeking
we saw many very fair ficlds of wheat,
and on this special settlement area the
farmers should garner crops sufficiently
gaed to help them through without any
more spoon-feeding, if they can only
persuade {hemselves that they are not
willionaires. Unfortunately, we were
not able to continue our journey any
further on the motov through an acei-
dent to one of the wheels. Conse-
quently we retnrned by train going
east to Merredin where we expecled to
cateh the express from Kalgoorlie, but
alas, we were doomed to disappoint-
ment and had to eool our heels there
until 215 pm. Why it took eight
hours Lo reach Merredin from Korve-
loeking is best known to those in charge
of the train. Considering the difficul-
ties that had to be overcome, following
such a wretched season as was experi-
enced last year, I am more than pleased
at the prospects for this year, and I
would not be surprised if the average
all over the distriets travelled through
did not reach somewhere near 11
bushels. Strange to say, I did not en-
counter one pessimistic or dissatisfied
farmer, and each and all were optim-
istic as to their future prospects and
were quite prepared to go on, feeling
sure of their ultimate suecess on Lhe
lands they have selected. Many spoke
of kindly help they had received from
the Government and hoped that in some
measure, if not fully, they would he
able to meet their obligations for rents
to the Lands Department and interest
to the bank, The latter, no doubt, will
be their first eonsideration, as we can-
not permit of the piling up of interest
from year to year. Judging from the
experience of last year and this sea-
son’s outlook, one must come to the con-
clusion that selectors would we well ad-
vizsed if they held and seeded a fair pro-
portion of second-class ecouniry each

vear. and by doing this, they wonld
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avoid disasters, should we ever have a
vepetition of the 1911 rainfall. Most
of this season’s Lullowing bas been done,
I am pleased to say, with the only im-
plement that should be mnsed in the
wheat areas, to wit, the plongh, and
even now there is room for improve-
ment, and a greater depth of soil
should be tilled than is at present the
case. Moisinre eannot be conserved if
the land is not ploughed to a reason-
able depth. On the litho. herewith T
have marked in red where we travelled
by motor. The blue lines denote the
train journey. Therefore you will see
that my report covers a fair area, and
shonld reasonably apply to all crops in-
side the red lines north of the goldfields
railway.

QUESTION—REPORTED [L.OAN FLOD-
TATION.

Incorrect Press Paragraph.

Hon. FRANK WILSON asked the Pre-
mier (without notice) : Did the Premier
notice in the “stop press” column of the
Daily News last night a paragraph with
regard to the flotation of a loan by M.
James Gardiner, and if so, will he stale
whether the paragraph is correct and
whether he is prepared to take the House
mmte his confidence?

The PREMIER replied: 1 awn pleased
that the hon. member has given  me au
opportunity to absolutely deny the state-
ment appeaving in the “stop press” eol-
amn of last evening’s paper. There is
not the slightest foundation for it. In
faet, if anybody had taken the trouble
to inquire at the Treasury, he would have
found that Parliameni has not given
authority to raise a loan of a million and
a half pounds.

Ton. Frank Wilson: We do not know
what yon will do.

The PREMIER : T can assure the hon.
member that T do not intend to raise
money without the approval of Parlia-
ment. The statement is absolutely incor-
rect and was apparently picked up in
the sirect from somehody interested in
Aamaging the ¢redit of the State. When
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the Daily News, which no doubt the pro-
prietor thinks is a respectable paper,
lends itself to that sort of thing, the time
has arrived when we should taboo a jour-
nal that indulges in such practice.

Hon. FRANK WILSOX: I am glad
to have the Premier’s denial, and I say at
once that it is a most reprehensible thing
if the newspaper proprietors published
that informalion without it being authen-
tic. They should bave made full inquiries,
because such a statement is caleulated to
damage the credit of the State.

BILL—PUBLIC WORKS COM-
MITTEE.
Read a third time and transmitted to
the Legislalive Council.

BILI—MUNICIPAT, CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Report of Commiltee adopted.

BILI—LAND ACT AMENDMENT,

Recommittal,

On mofion by the MINIBTER FOR
LANDS Bill recommitted for the purpose
of further considering Clause 20 and the
Serond Scherdule.

Mr. MeDowall in the Chair, the Minis-
ter for Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clanse 20—TExemplion from lapd tax:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS moved
an amendmeni—

That the words “assessment for tarva-
tion under the Land and Income Tax
tssessment Lhet, 19077 be struch out,
and the words “tazation under any Aect
for the imposition of a land lax” be in-
serled in lieu.

Hon. J. Mitehell: This will not affeet
the roads boards and municipalities?

‘The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: No.

Amendnent put and passed. the clanse
as amended agreed to.

Seeond Schedule:

The MINISTER TOR LANDS moved
an amendment—

That the words on page 15 “withoul
compensation of any part of the said
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land wpon which any buildings mey
have been erected or which may be en-
closed and in use as gardens or other-
wise for the more comvenient oceupn-
tion of such buildings” be struck out,

and the words “of any part of the said -

land upon which any expenditure or

improvements may hoave been made

without compensation for the ovalue
thereof at the date of the resumption”
inserted in lieu.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The case men-
tioned by the member for Katanning (Mr.
A. E. Picsse) related to the cutting off
of a fence and leaving the paddock open.

The Minister for Tands: That would
come under the heading of improvements.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It need not neces-
sarily be on the land which was resumed.

The Minister for Lands: The matter of
resumption would have to be dealt with
under the Public Works Mect.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The desire was
‘to make it imperative to pay for im-
provements effected by the lessee or land-
holder.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE : The amendment
appeared to meet his desire. He wanted
the principle laid down that improve-
ments such as eclearing or feneing taken
by resumption should he paid for. 1t had
been the enstom in the past not to pay
for such improvements. The case cited
by the member for Northam (Hon. J.
Mitehell) was one that could be dealt
with as explained by the Ministes under
the Public Works Aect.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. MITCHELIT.: On (he previous
day he had asked the Minister to eon-
sider the econcluding paragraph which
made it imperative to forfeit improve-
ments if the rent was unpaid.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: The
schedules were copied to a large extent
from the existing Land Aeci, and the last
proviso was part of the schedule deal-
ing with conditional purchase or grazing
leases. Under the Act there was power
to waive forfeiture and that power was
frequently exercised, and consideration
was extended to those who, throngh ad-
verse circamstances, might not be able to
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pay. At the same time unless there was
salutary provision, we would have people
other than those so sitnated taking ad-
vantage of the department and not pay-
ing their rent. Power must be held in re-
serve to seeure payment where they were
in a position te pay.

Hon, J. MITCHELL : The position
was eutively changed.  Under the Act
rents were paid for 20 years ounly, but
under this measure rents would continue
for all time. The Minister wanted a power
wlich no landlord possessed. The rent
would be a simall matter, and the Minis-
ter would be an ordinary landlord deal-
ing with an ordinary tenant, but he was
not satisfied with the ordinary power of
a landlord, as he asked not only for the
power to forfeit, but for the power to
decide whelher compensation should be
paid. Tl was easy to believe that trouble
might arise lo every lessee sooner or
later. The provision for forfeiture of
improvemnents was dreadfully drastic and
it was not necessary that the Minister
should have so mueh more power than an
ordinary landlord.

Mr. Hudsen: Would an ordinary
Inndlord have to pay compensation for
re-entry ¢

Hon. J. MITCHELL : That would de-
pend entirely on the provisions of the
agreemeni, but no landlord would caucel
the improvements of a lease without
giving the lessee an opportunity to pay
up. The Minister, however. realised that
he would he in power for only a short
period, and (he measure if passed would
he in foree for many years, and under
the control of many Ministers. He was
taking unneeessary power which in years
to come mivht work great hardships.

The Minister for Lands: It is in all
these schedunles denling with residential
leases, special leases, condilional pnr-
rhase, and grazing leases.

Sehedule as amended agreed to.
[The Deputy Speaicer (Mr. ffolman)
took the Cheir.}

Bill again veported with further amend-
menls.



3116

BILL—GOVERNMENT TRAMWAYS.
Message.

AMessage from the Governor received

and read recommending the Bill,
In Commitiee.

Bill passed through Commitiee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1912-13.
In Commitiee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 12th Novem-
ber on the Treasurer’s Iinaneial State-
ment and the Annual Estimates; Mr. Hol-
man in the Chair.

Vote—His Excellency the Governor,
£2,746:

Mr. A. N. PIESSE (Toodyay): Con-
siderable discussion has already taken
place on the Budgel speech, and it is safe
to say that members now desire to hear
the Premier in reply. However, the posi-
tion disclosed by the speech is of such a
nature that I, as an agrienltural represen-
tative, deem it my duty to say a few
words and enter my protest against cer-
tain  proposals foreshadowed in the
speech. No one will deny that the state
of affairs disclosed therein is one that
merits the severest eriticism, and even
members on the Government side could
not vestrain from a little direet and
strong ecriticism in that regard. I
wish to be faiv. I do not desire
to unnecessarily crificise the actions
of the Government., beeamse I am
convinced there is an honest desire
on the part of Ministers to administer
the affairs of the country to the best of
their ability.  Although difficulties nn-
controllable may have arisen, there are
those which, to a certain extent, were
controllable. One of the causes of un-
rest and the present unsatisfactory state
of affairs is largely due to discontented
labour. They say curses, like chickens,
come home (o roost. Tt preity well applies
in this ease; hecause for many years past
members of the Labonr party have lost
no opportunifty to stir up the baser senti-
ments of the people or to appeal to their
discontented fcelings, with the result
that when thev c¢ame into power these
people fully expeeted that Fheir repre-
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sentatives would secure for them fat posi-
tions and comfort in their present state
of living, That was too much to ex-
pect.

Hon., W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): Do you not think they should have
comforts?

Mr. A, N. PIESSE: Comforts they
already enjoy, but one might almost say
“a luxurions state of living more than
they should expect.”

My, Lander: What; at 9= a day? I
would like to put you on that.

Mr. A. X. PIESSE: It is a good wage.
I have worked for less. 1 am quite
certain the hon. member would not exist
on it; in faet, he would not earn it; I
would not give it to him, not as a farm
hand; heeause I am a fair judge of char-
acter and a jndge of a man’s worth,
taking it from a manval-labour point of
view. It is very clear thal the defiecit,
which is certainly not as large as it might
be, or as it will be, as the Premier tells
us, in the very mnear future, is largely
due to the nnecalled for increases in wages.
If we foke the increase in the Railway
Department, it is, to say the least of il,
poor management; because it is a well
known faet that there will be a shortage
in the earnings of that department in
the coming 12 months; yet notwithstand-
ing that fact, a hundred thousand pounds
odd was added to the wage list of that
particular department. Tt was only nat-
ural, to my mind, that fhe Midland
workéts should strike when porters, who
were receiving 8s. o day, were raised to
gs. It is always recognised, 1 take it,
that porters are the probationers of the
service, and when their salaries were
raised to 9s. a day, in my opinion it was
utterly wnwarrvanted. We are told by
the Commissioner of Railways in his
latest veport that, noihwithstanding this
increase, the service was not increased
and the diseipline was bad. From my
own knowledge I can endorse that re-
mark, )

The Premier: Did the Commissioner
say that discipline was had?

AMr. A. N. PIESSE: He said, at any

rate. that no increase of service was ren-
dered by the officers.
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The Premier: That is not to say the
diseipline was bad.

Mr. A. N, PIESSE: The Commissioner
may not have said it in this report, but
it is generally admitted that smnch is the
case. I believe Ministers could fell us
that the discipline is not as it should
be in that partieular branech of the ser-
vice.

The Premier: T am not aware of it.

Mrv. A. N. PIESSE: To take one in-
stance out of many: A lady had oeccasion
to seek the assistance of four porters in
succession. In the first case she was re-
ferred to another porter, who said it was
not his duly to see the baggage across
to the island platform; and so on, she
was passed to the last porter, who said
be would attend to it hefore the train
left, with the result that she had to earry
ber baggage across herself. Let any
Minister stand by and wateh a irain on
arrival, and he will nolice that the por-
ters, i there are any in aftendance,
almost without exception, I may say, at-
tend first to the men with packages, from
whom they expeet some——well, tip. If
T had my way in the matter 1 should make
it instant dismissal for the man who re-
ceived tips; bhecavse I do think, especi-
ally in this instanee, it is certainly not due
to them, seeing they alveady receive Js. a
day, which is above the ordinary and is
ample, I might say more than ample if
economy is used, for Lhe services ren-
dered.

Mzr. Dooley: The heads of departmenls
always encourage that sort of thing.

Mr. Lewis: So as to keep the wages
down.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: It only needs
somecne to stand there to quickly prove
that what T say is true, that discipline
is not the best and that the services are
nothing to what they should be. I would
sugpest that the Melbourne system be
iniroduced. In Melbourne they have
hired or contract porters, and whenever
a passenger needs the assistance of these
men he pays for it. T believe it would
be in the best intevests of the State if
sueh a system were introduced here. I
feel sure, with all due vegard to the hon.
members who are filling the impeortant
positions of Ministers, that if they had
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the free hand that they themselves would
have liked in the conducl of the adminis-
tration of the State's atfairs, if they had
been untrammeiled—I do not wish to
say unkind things aboul caueus or the
Trades Hall-—we would have had a dif-
ferent state of affnirs to-day, different
from (hat which has been disclosed in
the Budget. I am here to criticise Minis-
ters, nand my desire is Lo see successful
administration, no wmatter who occupies
the Treasury bench. What we want io
see is the State prosper because if it
prospers so shall we. Peaple throughont
the country are wvoncerned about the
future, and we must admit that it is
diffieult to see daylight through the pre-
sent posilion. We are told by the P’re-
mier that be expeects that the good har-
vest will help him over the stile. Al the
same time it is bis intention to inerease the
land tax, and the landholders will have
to bear Lhe burden. The Premier admits
that the landholder is praetically the
mainstay of the country, and at the same
time, be inlends to impose a further tax
upon him.  As an agriculturist, and as
one who represents an agricultural dis-
triet, I strongly protest against such a
proposal. Let us look at mining as eom-
pured with agriculture. One hon. member
remarked last night that mining was
neglected, and did not receive anything
like the same altention as agriculture. I
teel sure there is very little truth in that
remark, because the State has Ireated the
mining indusliry very well. Take the
State balieries, Last year there was a
loss on them of £35,000. We do not mind
the loss of a few thousand pounds, but
when it comes to such a sum 1 question
whether it is in the best interests of the
country that such a big loss should be
continued.

The Premier: How about the loss on
the rabbit-proof fence? _

Mr. A N. PLESSY: That affects all.

Mr. Lander: The squatters.

The Premier: 1t does not affect the
goldfields residents. Il assists agriculture
as the State batteries assist the mining
mdustry.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: The cost of the
rabbit-proof fence is a wmere fleabite com-
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pared with the cost of the waler scheme,
for imstance.

Mr. Munsie: Does that supply only the
goldfields?

Mr. A. N. PIESRE: At any rate it is
diflicult to understand why there should
be such a hig loss as £35,000 on the State
batteries, and we are expeefed to pay 6s.
a thonsand gallons for water, and at lhe
same fime pay a tax of someihing like 1d.
per aere.  Thai is a big burden on the
farmers, There i5 & pathetic letter in this
morning’s paper from the farmers of Bur-
racoppin who point ont the need for fur-
ther assistanee in the shape of water
supply.

The Minister for Mines: Let me point
ouf that the State batteries have not lost
as much in the year as il has cost the State
for the haulage of superphosphates, which
came to £12,000.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: That loss, however,
is more than compensated by the increased
baulage from the harvest. You do not
wel amy sneh hanlage from gold.

The Premier: Ts it no good?

Mr. A, N. PIESSE: That loss of
£35,000 could well be expended in eon-
nection with water supplies.

The Minister for AMines: The £35,000
vou speak of eovers a loss over 15 years.

Mr, A, N. PIESSE: Then what is the
vearly loss?

The Alinister for Mines:
£8,000 last year.

Me, A, N, PIESSE: 1 take it that it
is the desire of the present Minisiry to
do all they ean for the country and that
heing the ease, T maintain the best avenue
in which they can employ their energies
is {0 eneonrage settlement on the land. and

1t was about

open up the country with rajlwavs, and -

furiher than that, let us have immigration
as rapidly as the eountry can absorb it.
T feel sure that my fears are not ground-
less when T say that the Government have
net given that encouragement to immi-
gration that is necessary.  There are re-
strictions imposed. and T take it ihat so
long as this Government remsin in power
the restrictions will remain. T sincerely
hope that the Government will zee fit to
admil artisans to all parts of the couniry.
There is a great demand for huilders and
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some of the builders’ labourers are asking
as much as £1 a day.

Mr. Dooley: Yon do not appreciate the
unemployed difficuliy,

Mr. A, N, PIESSE: That is one of the
sins of the present Goverhment,

The Premier: Is it any worse than it
was this (ime last year?

Hon. Frank Wilsen: Yes.

My, AL X PIESSE: Decidedly.

Mr. Munsie: Nol the unemploved, the
Press.

Mre. A, N, PIESSE: 1f we judge by
the depuiations which waited on the dif-
ferent Ministers the dilficulty is cerlainly
acnle. '

Hon. Frank Wilson: The Minister for
Works eannoet see any light in the dark-
ness.

Alr. A N, PIESSE: 1 do net kpnow
that 1 have aunything further io say. 1
shall have an opportunily of disenssing
the items when they are brought on, and
[ shall then give further expression to my
views in vegard lo the different depart-
mentis. )

Mr. MeDOXNALD (Gascoyne) : I ean-
not prelend to be able like former speak-
ers, to disenss thorourhly from a financial
point of view the figures of the Budget.
1 eannol, however, huf recognise thal when
our present Premier f{irst assumed the
reims of office, or rather when he brought
down his first Budget, there was a defiecit,
and he promised thal when elosing the
finaneial vear of 1911-12 he would reduce
that Budget by so mmeh, menlioning al
the fime the acinal amount of the aecn-
mulated defieit at the end of the finaneial
vear whieh closed in June Inst. That he
was not qnite aceurale in his prediction
ol the fizures, unfortunalely we all know,
biti taking into aecount the various eir-
enmstances whieh weigh in  conneetion
with the carryving on of the busi-
ness of the countrv. not the slightest
doubt can remain in the mind of
any reasonable, fair-thinking or just
man. that the Premier proved to he the
richt man in the right place. and the
resull of his efforts under the cirenm-
stanees were nothing less than marvel-
lous. That, T maintain. and as T said
hefore. a similar opinion must be main-
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iained by anyone who has a reasonable
sense of justice. Various speakers on
either side of the House have criticised
the Budget and the Government gener-
ally. Speaking as one of the North-\Vest
members I have nothing but praise for
the aciion of the Government so far as
that particular portion of the State is
concerned. I have no wish to be mis-
understood in this matter. I want to
speak, not only for the consiituency T
have the honour te represent, bni every
other portion of the North-West which
might be said to extend from the Mur-
aison River to Cambridge Gulf and T
inelude, as hon. members will observe,
the Kimbecley <country. Ouly this
morning I received frowm an authoritative
souree in my own constitueney, to he
personal, and possibly parochial, a meed
of praise for the work done by the Gov-
ernment in one parvticalar direction. Tn
the purchase of the State steamers alone
ithe Premier by that statesmanlike aetion,
did more to benefit that part of the coun-
iry than had been dove by any previous
Administration sinee autonomy was first
eranled to Western Australia. The mem-
ber for Kimberley {Mr. Male) pointed
ont in  his speeeh that extravagances
were everywhere. That was not quile
the expression that he wsed; what he
said was “exiravagance everywhere, eco-
nomy nil” The last two words might be
put in inverted commas because they
came from him verbatim, and I think it
was the mewmber for Geraldton who in-
terjected, “Where would you have these
economies start”” The member for Kim-
berley did not reply that the Govern-
ment shonld start in the constituency he
represented and that out of the £30,000
promised to the neighbouring constitu-
encies during the eoming 12 months let
£12.600 or £13.000 he taken out of those.
Tt is the old stary of any stick being
good enongh fo beat the dog with. Tt
is a fair ery to say. “YVou are extrava-
want, von are uneceonomieal, hut at the
same time c¢onfine vour economies to
some other eonstituenev and leave mine
alone.” We have heard alsa from the
member for Toodyay (Mr. A. N. Piesse)

ahont disenntented labour. That there is
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industrial unrest nobody will deny; that
lhere is discontent practically in every
porlion of the State——

Mr. Dooley: Throughout the world.

My, McDONALD: No one will deny.
And we want Labour to be discontented.
We preach the discontent of Labour. We,
as (overnment supporters, representing
Labour in this House say, “We are glad
of your discontent, we ask your discon-
tent; but, show us your needs, nnd we
will do as mueh as man may do to come
to your assistance.” Bub this discontent
is being nursed, not by Lahour men, not
by true union men, but by those who for
various reasons, some political, some per-
sonal, are opposed to us. Altogether in
every instanee is this unrest fomented by
our epponents. Let me give an instance:
There is at present some work being ear-
ried out on the tramlines, Two men
were speaking together. One said, “We
are getting nine hob a day.” The other
replied, “Yes, pretty ltough work, isn’t
it? “Well,” said the first, “what about
asking for ten bob/? “Yes,” was the
reply, “we will ask for ten bob, Tet us
go and ask for it now.” “No, not now,”
was the rejoinder, “it is no use going to
the tramway company, but in three
months time or so the Government will
be taking over; let us ask for it then.”
They knew that a Government, sympa-
thising with their aims and hoping that,

“as soon as it might be fairly managed,

the condilions under which they laboured
would be improved, they knew the Gov-
ernment would eome to- their assistance.
But these others, these malcontents, knew
also should hey have the lever of a La-
hour Government hehind them they might
compel the Government (o give them enn-
cessions which they had no possible hepe
of reeeiving under private enterprise.
That is the form of discontented Labounr
which exisis at present. That there have
been other eauses, apart from Govern-
ment reasons, actuating those who are
Fomenting labour troubles in Perth {o-
day, cannot be doubted. The member for
Toodyay referred also to the loss of
£30.000 on the State batteries during
the previous year. By itself consideved.
that £30,000 loss seems verv large: but
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the State batteries in TWestern Australia
have dene an enormous amount of work
towards the establishment of the agrienl-
tural indestry in the State, and during
the next two years, I am informed on
good aunthority, the amount of benefit de-
rived by agriculture from that sysiem will
be grently increased. We have been told
on two or three oceasions during the de-
bate that the mineral yield since first gold
was found in any appreciable quantity
in Western Australia, that was in Kim-
berley in 18806, to the present day—I want
to include in the figures I am about to
give, the resulls of mining in the early
days at Northampton—the mineral yield
has amocunted to £103,850,487. Where
was the agrieultural industry in Weslern
Australia before 1892, when, on that date
in Beplemher, Arthur Bayley eame into
Southern Cross and reported the dis-
covery of Coolgardie? What was the
amount of agriculture in the State then?
The figures are not available just now,
but I know they are remarkably small
The amount of land taken up was, ner-
haps, very large, hat in 1894 or 1395,
I am speaking from memory, at an in-
quiry held, evidence was given that al-
though a man might hold a thousand

acres or more, the land under cultivation

on the average seleelion wonld net amount
to more than 40 or 50 aecres; and that,
too. in portions of Western Australia
where now we [lind thriving agriealiural
setflements. Tlhe loss on the State bat-
teries, great though it may appear, is
as nothing at all eompared with the re-
sulis  achieved - hy {fhose hatleries.
Amongst the older finds in Western Aus-
tralia, the Muorchison goldfield has ever
been prominent. Mount Magnet was one
of the earliest discoveries on that feld.
vel. nofwithstanding the settlement which
spread out in everv direction from Mount
Magnet, notwithstanding the wmany jreo-
ple who passed backwards and forwards
from the Murchizon side to the (ool-
gardie side, nolwithstanding the proxi-
mity of Black Range, Sandstone, and
Youanmi—that country which has since
produced a very large quantity of gold—-
all of this country, although it had been
prospected, although men were throngh
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there from 1897, it was all lying idle until
the State batteries went there. Tt was not
until lhe advent of the State batieries m
the distriet ihat the properties became of
any account, Meekatharra, too, as you
Mr, Holman, know from personal experi-
ence, was practically a dead letler until—
it may have been at your own instigation
—the State batteries were established in
that distriet. Now, although it may seem
a complaint, T hope Ministers will not
deew me fo be complaining, for I know
they are guiltless in the matter, but T de-
site (o refer to the Public Service, to the
unpopular appointments that have been
and, most likely, will be made. I desire
merely to make a passing reference, and
I say withont fear of contradiction that
there is a leakage of information from the
departments. That leakage should be
sought ont and stopped, and the party or
parties responsible for it, either by using
means which shounld not be allowed for
the purpose of securing information or,
on the other hand, by Zfurnishing that
information—the parties on both sides
shonld receive some severe punishment. It
has heen said during the debate that al-
though a certain journal published in
Perth ean supply departmental informa-
tion in the course of a few days, it some-
times lakes n member of Parliament weeks
o get it. Furthermore, in respect to Gov-
ernment fransactions which have taken
place since the opening of this session, it
has been well known to many on ihis side
that informalion was conveyed to those
who were not friends of the Government,
thereby forcing the hands of the Govern-
ment io complete certain pnrchases before
their time. With reference to Siate enter-
prises. lhe purchases of {he ferries and
of the trams have heen dealt wilh by many
others; nnd really T am not moeh con-
cerned wilth those transaclions. except as
regards the benefit which I anticipale the
State will derive therefrom. But the pur-
chase of Stale steamers, as I said in the
beginning, has done more for the welfare
of Western Ausiralia, and for the North-
Western portion in particular, than all
the combined actions, in respect to the
nerthern districts, of any previous Ad-
ministration, or Administrations. It has
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proved not only profitable to the Stale as
shippers, but also to the owners and to
the small pastoralists in the North, in
addiiion fo which it has brought cheaper
meal within the range of the people of
Perth aopd Fremautle. There are many
wlho maintain that because the supply is
not large the purchase of the steamers
has not achieved the desired effect; but I
contend that anyvthing at all which might
increase the supply must of necessity les-
sen the price of the commodity. The
Siate steamers have done that already,
and when the next senson eomes, with the
advent of Government agents in the North
and North-West purchasing stoek, the
supply will be greatly increased, and in-
stead of the Honorary Minister (Hon.
W. C. Angwin) having only one butcher’s
shop to look after, he will require shops in
practically every suburb of the metropolis.
And T ean guarantee hira success. The

only other thing I wish to deal with just

now. and the only thing T have to complain
about, is the treatment meted ont to the
aborigines in the North and North-West-
ern portion of the State. The member for
Roebourne (Mr. Gardiner) in his telling
speech Tnentioned various cases which
should not be allowed in a Christian coun-
iry. T desire now to fell the story of a
gin being tied up for lwenty-four hours
to a stake, during which time she gave
birth to a child. That in a Christian
country! T desire also to tell a story heard
ihis morning. The inecident happened in
the constituency of the member for Roe-
bourne two months ago. The story is of
2 native who was tied up to a door while
a State official flogged him with a stock-
whip in the presence of the manager of
ihe station and his overseer. These things
and many more ave known, and will be
made nse of at the proper time. But, as
was pointed out by the member for Roe-
bourne, these happenings are of daily
ocenrrence in the North, and the manage-
ment is not in good hands while it 1s al-
lowed to remain with the present depart-
ment, and the sooner some change is made

the better it will be for the aborigines and
for the Government. In conjunection with
other members of the North-West I pro-
pose to prepare a scheme which will he
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outlined at the proper time, when ihe
department is being discussed on the Esii-
mates, I want to say that the Government
who remove this black smirchk from the
fair face of Western Australia will indeed
have reason to be proud of their achieve-
ment in this regard, if of nothing else.

Mr. GILL (Leederville): I wish to say
a few words before the general discussion
closes. In the first place I desire to com-
pliment the Government on baving, during
the past twelve months, endeavoured suc-
cessfully, I think I may claim, to have
carried into effect many of the pledges
they gave to the electors previous to the
general election which resulted in the
rout of the party in office at that time,
and the placing of the present Govern-
welt. on the Treasury bench. At that
time many promises were made of things
that would be done in the event of the
then Opposition heing returned to power,
and it was very evident that the people
were satisfied to trust them to carry their
promises into effect; consequently, they
returned a sufficient nomber of followers
of the then leader of the Opposition (D,
Seaddan) to give him an opportunity of
earrying out the promises that had been
made. Since that time we have had an
opportunity of seeing what the Govern-
ment are able to do, and T claim that they
have succeeded to a very great extent in
carrying out many of the planks of their
platform as they gave the electors to
understand they were prepared to do. In
regard to the Estimates, it is only natural
that we should have some eriticism. 1t is
only to be expected that the Opposition
will ecriticise the actions of the Govern-
ment. No one expected anything else,
and we wounld have been disappeinted if
they had not done so. But the question
arises in one’s mind as to whether their
criticism has heen founded on goad, solid
around, The criticism which the Opposi-
tion attached the greatest importance to,
and to which the country will pay the
most attention, .was that in conmnection
with the finances. T am not going to
altempt financial criticism this afternoon,
hut I wish to say in passing that even
after looking through the speech of the
leader of the Opposition, I have not been
able to discover any firmly founded ecriti-

.
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cism of the finances. The hon. member
certainly did lay great stress on the deficit
that is staring us in the face, and which
we would all like to see extingnished, but
those who bave faith in Western Ans-
tralia and believe that it is as good as it
was represented to be by those who were
on the Treasury bench in years gone
by, hy those on the Treasury bench to-
day, and also by people not on the Trea-
sury Dbench and never likely to get
there, are confident that Weslern Aus-
tralia i% sufficiently strong and resourceful
to enable ns in the near future to reeup-
erate so far as to wipe out the deficit. The
Treasnrer, in making his financial state-
menf gave sound and solid reasons for
the deficiency that exists to-day. It was
not necessary for him to have given that
statement in order that hon. members
might understand the position. We all
realise the disadvantages that the Govern-
ment have laboured under since they have
been on the Treasury benches. We have
only to look back to the condition of af-
fairs last season, a condition which every-
one of us regrelted very sincerely. 1t was
a new experience for us, and one which
we hope we will nol have Lo go (hrough
again for many years Lo eome. This in
itself, even if there were no other canses,
was suflicient to account for the finances
not being bhalanced as we should like Lo
see them, but my objection to the eriticism
levelled against the Government ig mainly
that, although fhese facts stare ws in the
face and although good and solid reasons
have been given for the shortage that
exists to-day, the Treasurer is criticised
and told plainly to his face that he does
not understand the finances, and conse-
quently that, to n great extent, 15 the
renson for the deficiency. It seems as if
there is an objection to the Treasurer
coming Dbefore us and giving plain,
straightforward facls 1o the Flonse and
the couniry generally. I have not the
slightest doubt that if the Treasurer had
so desired he conld have manipulated the
firures so that the defieit wounld have ap-
peared less than it is to-day. We have
had experience of that in the past. We
have not to mo very far hack to find

methods of that kind adopted so as fo
present a more favourable halance-sheet
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than otherwise would have been possible.
We can earry our memories hack to the
time when Mr. Rason went on the hustings.
and said that although a deficit exisied at
that iime he was prepared to lake over
the reins of Government and present at
the end of the financial year a clean sheet,
without it being necessary for him to jm-
pose any fresh taxation.

Hon. TFrank Wilson: He did not say
that at all. You are absolutely wrong.

Mr. GILL: T have the newspaper eut-
ting at home, and Mr. Rason said il would
not be necessary to increase taxation,

The Premier: He went o Lhe couniry
on no inerease of taxation and no re-
irenchment.

The CHAIRMAN: Ordexr!

Hon. Frank Wilson: He said he would
nof impose increased taxation {hat year.

Nr. GILL: That is not his slalement.
However we will have an opportunity of
producing the cutting dwring the diseus-
sion on the Eslimates,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Yes, produce it
and be aceurate.

Mr. GILL: T have doubts of convineing
the hon. gentleman even then, but T am
sulisfied as to the acenracy of my quola-
tion.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Your quotation is
wrong.

The Premier: Not a bit of it,

Mr. GILL: Although Mr. Rason made
ihe statement at that time that no taxation
wonld be necessary, yet his Government
immediately introduced new taxation pro-
posals, and from that time onwards up
to the delivery of the present Budget we
have had the experience in eonnection
with the financial statements presented
to the House that not foo mneh
reliance ecould he placed on lhe figures
pul hefore us. Tn the stalement hefare
us al the present time, however, the Trea-
surer has undonbtedly bhrought down an
unvarnished tale, Nohedy has pointed
out in any respect where he could pos-
sthly have hidden anything. Wothing
has heen addueed 1o show that he has
overestimated the revenue or underesti-
mated the expenditure. with the objeet
of misleading the Commitfee and the eoun-
(ry, and. eonsequently. T can only come
to the conelusion that hon. members on
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both sides are satisfied that the Colonial
Treasurer has presented a straightfor-
ward aecount of the finances of the
State as they are to-day.

Mr. Xanson : Nobody, exeept the
members on your side, accepts his esti-
mate. All the Press are against them
too, even the West Australian.

The Premier: Who is the West dus-
tralian? What man writes it?

Mr. GILL :  Surely the hon. member
does nel expect us to be influenced by
the Press of \Western Australia to-day.
We have [wo papers issued in Perth
daily, and nobodv by any streteh of im-
agination can say that they are suppor-
ters of the present Government, but it
is easily possible for any member on this
side to say they arc our deadly oppon-
ents, and bring ample proof of the state-
ment. 1 admit there 1s one paper that
does not ecome out and openty fight us.
The poliey it adopts is undonbtedly a cun-
ning one, and very liahle to mislead a eas-
ual reader of the paper because of the
faet that it does not openly oppose and
fight us; but there are sins of omission
ns well as sins of commission, and in that
respect I say that paper is as strong an
oppunent of the Govermmenl of to-day
a5 is the other paper, and its opposition
is far more effective. Therefore, T can-
nob see how the hon. member can expect
us to be inflnenced by‘any Press erifi-
c¢ism of the financial doings of the Gov-
ernment. There is one depariment whose
work I appreciate as much as any other,
and that is the Works Department.

Mr. Monger called attention to the
state of the House; bells rung and a
quorum formed.

Mr, GILI. : YWe have had a rood deal
of eriticism in regard to the railway
eonstruction poliey of the Works Depart-
ment, and doubfs have been expressed
as to the expedifion shown in regard to
sueh eonstruetion, owing, I helieve, to
a reply given by the Minister to a de-
putation in which he made some mention
of the policy of the department being
the construction of 200 miles of railway
per annum. While that may bhe the
policy of the department., T understand,
and. judging from the results, T think T
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am juslified in looking upon that as be-
ing the minimum which the Publie
Works Depurtinent are carrying out. We
have a good number of railways, and on
the fignres given some little time ago
by the Minister for Works more than
200 miles of railway are being construe-
ted annnally. But when the Minisler
gave the figures it was, of course, stated
that some of the railways handed over to
the Working Railways had been con-
structed prior to the present Ministry
taking office. That was the case, I be-
lieve, in some instances. However, if we
are ic judge by the report of the Commis-
sionet of Railways for last year, the Pub-
lic Works Department handed over con-
siderably more than 200 miles of rail-
way, and at the present rate of construe-
tion they will exceed even last vear’s ve-
cord. The Comtnissioner of Railways,
in his annunal report, mentions the differ-
ent railways in course of construetion
and anticipates that at the end of June,
1913, which will give a clear year to the
present Minister for Works, there will be
350 additional miles of vailway handed
over to the Working Railways. If the
Minister for Works succeeds in construet-
ing an additional 330 miles, T am sure
he will be deserving of the congrtula-
tions of this House and of the people
of the eountry generaliy. I am with
those members who are advoeating the
early construetion of most of the railways,
the Bills for which were passed priov to
the last general election, and let me say
that some were passed not with the in-
tention of early construction. However,
T hope the Minister will not take that
(uestion into consideration. Ti is evident
that he has not given it much considera-
tion, but that he is determined to see
that these railways ave built, and that
the people who liave gone into the back
country far from railway facilities—some
of them too far cul—shall at an early
date have the means of getting their pro-
duce to market. Tt is only fair that any
Minister controlling the Publie Works
Department should do his very utmost
to see thal the whole of these people are
brought within easy means of getting
their produce to market. In several in-
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stances there has been a good deal of
azitation in some of the far out districts,
antd there are good grounds for it. Land
66 and 70 miles from any railway cow-
munication was sold to people, and unfor-
tunately they have heen to an extent
misled by the plans submitied showing a
proposed railway route. The member for
York {Mr. Monger) has a grievance in
that respect, but while that is so, many
other members have grievances in connec-
tion with the method which was adopied
during the fime that the member for
Northam(Hon. J. Mitchell}) was Minister
for Lands. Tt is unfortunate that that

method was adopted because it undoubt-’

edly misled a great number of people in
Western Australia in taking wp land. I
was undoubtedly an inducement to peo-
ple to go into these areas far away from
railway communication. However, it is
evident that the present Government are
determined that all these people who have
gone so far back, and have put up with
so many diffienlties, and incurred such
great expense, shall be brought within
easy means of railway communication in
the near future. If we ean go on building
330 miles of vailway per annum the time
is not far disiant when the whole of these
people will have railways, if not at their
own doors, within reasonable distance.
When that time comes theve will be other
lines to go on with, and 1 am certain the
present Govermmment will attend to the
other matters which will e¢rop up. There
are one or two ofher matters to which 1
wizh to refer, and one is the eriticism in-
dulged in by the leader of the Opposition
in repiying to the Premier in connection
with the debate which took place in the
Federal Parliament on {he question of
Jarrall versus karri sleepers. The leader
of the Opposition undounbiedly used some
fairly strong langunage and made some
very strong statements in connection with
the Premier’s remarks concerning Mr.
Hedges. The statement was made in this
Chamber by the Premier that My, Hedges,
alihouzh he contradicted the statement
in the Federal House, was to a large ex-
tent interested in the jarrah company

owing to the faet that he had taken up
5,000 acres of the jarrah country in the
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south-western povtion of this State. In
reply to that assertion the leader of the
Opposition said Mr. Hedges had not taken
ap that country for himself bui had
faken it up for a company. I think the
debate in the Federal Parliament and the
questions which have since been asked in
connection with the question of jarrah
and karri sleepers is the most deplorable
experience Western Australia had had
from the Federal standpoint since federa-
tion became an accomplished fact. T
helieve that debate, and the questions
which followed that debate, have done
far more to injure the reputation
of jarrah than any opposition from

people in any other country could
possibly do, eoming as it has
done, from our own representatives

in the Federal Parliament. However, that
is a matter with which the people of this
State will have an opportunity of dealing
at a later date and it is to be hoped that
they will then not forget to do their duty,
I was alluding to the statement of the
leader of the Opposition that Mr. Hedges
was not inferested in this matter owing
to the fact that, although he had taken up
5,000 acres of jarrah conntry, it was taken
up for the West Australian Firewood
Company. That is correct as far as it
zoes, and if we were to accept it, it would
appear that there was nothing in the
statement made l;ly the Premier, hut on
looking up the share list of the West Auns-~
tratian Pirewood Company we find that
Mr. Hedges owne nineteen-twentieths of
the shares, and it looks as if it is a Mr.
Hedges ceoncern from heginning to end.
T believe it is the true position that Mr.
Hedges owns nineteen-twentieths of the
shares: consequently although Mr. Hedges
did not take up this eountry absolutely for
himself, it was as nearly as possible for
himself at any rate. That is the position;
conserently there was good ground for
the statement, and althongh Mr. Hedges
contradicted the asserlion that he was in-
terested in any jarrah eountry, the fact

remains that he is interested in the
5000 acres of jarrah country which
he took up for the company. That

being the ecase, one naturally does

not wonder why he is fighting the karri so
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much. However, I do not wish to deal
with that matter beyond simply alluding
to this particular aspect of it, as I thought
it only right, after getting such informa-
tion, that I should make it known. As a
result of the debate, I am afraid our
jarrah bas been injured somewhat in the
eyes of some of the countries which have
had so much confidence in that Etimber
and with whom we have done a great
amount of business in years past. Possi-
bly it will take a little explaining away to
some who otherwise would like to open
up fresh business with ns. HHowever, T
hope that the aclion of the Government
in taking on the cutting of karri sleepers
will be the means of establishing practi-
cally a new industry for Western Aus-
tralia, and one that will return us a great
amount of revenmue and provide a great
amount of employment for the people of
this Stalte, and also that it will prove to be
an industry which will advertise the State
as it most undoubtedly will do if these
sleepers are the success we all anticipate
they will be. I am perfectly convineed
that the tests made with regard to the
powellising of these sleepers are sufficient
to warrant any Government in laying
down a railway with sleepers of karri
timber, and once we get a test made hy
some other Covernment, the industry will
prove a big one and one which will be of
great ndvantage to Western Australia.
There is just one other matter on which
I want to say a word or twe. It is not
a hig matter: it is one of those small mat-
ters which we have hefore us at different
times and one of the matters that some
of the memhers of the Opposition attach
a great deal of importance to, and seem to
magnify until it looks Iarge in their eyes.
Tt is that great question of motor cars. I
wish to say that the Government. in my
opinion, have done vight during the time
they have been in office by making thé
motor ears available for the highly paid
officials in the Government service. These
officials are undoubtedly using the motor
ears freguently. but by doing so they are
saving a good deal of time, and time is
money in the case of a person who is
very highly paid for his services. If we
look ot the use to which {he motor cars
were put previous to the advent of the
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present Government we find a big con-
trast. It was common talk doring the
regime of the previous Administralion
that the cars were available to the wives
of Ministers at any time of the day and
on any doy of the week.

Mr, Lander: And their children.

Mr. GILL: Probably their childven
also. One ean go to the big shops and
he will be told that it was a eommon oe-
carrence for the wives of Ministers to
order certain things and order them to
be put in their motor cars which were
outside—motor cars purchased with the
people’s money and driven by Govern-
ment officials. That being the case, T am
surprised at the eritieism indulged in and
the sneers thrown across the Chamber at
the present Government in regard to the
motor ears, Undoubtedly they are very
useful vehicles if put to their proper use.
I am pleased that the Government are
pniting them to their proper use and I
hope they will continue to do so, and
thus save money instead of having highly
paid officials spending hours in travelling
by train or seme other vehicle when they
might do a particular journey in a few
minutes by using one of the motor ears
purchased at the public expense. I am
sure it will be a saving to the people if
the ears are used for that purpese. There
are a few other matiers which T would
like to touch an, but——

Mr. Heitmann: What about the unem-
ployed? They sav they never had un-
employed.

Mr. GILY.: I have heard of them for
a number of years. At the prezent bime
the member for Toodyay {(Mr. A. X.
Piesse) is an authority on Ihe subject.
He marde a statement that there is a larga
number of unemployed at the present
time.

Mr. Dooley: And afterwards said there
was not.

AMr. GTLIL: T would like him to explain
how he got his information and where
he got his information and on what au-
thority he made -the statement.

Mr. A. N. Piesse: You ean see it daily
in the papers,
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Mr. Dooley: The Labour Bureau are
the best authorities, they say there are
not many.

Mr. GILL: At preseot I admit, there
are a few men ont of work. T do nol
eare what (Glovernment are in office, there
will always he a few unemployed. At
the present time there iz not a tenth of
the unemployed that there were four
years ago, or even two years ago.

Mr. A, N. Piesse: Why not say “six
years ago”?

Mr. GILL: I was not mixed with the
matter then, so I cannot.

Mr. A. N. Piesse: We are talking abont
12 months ago. :

Mr. GILT,: The leader of the Opposi-
tion made a statement about the unem-
ployed, that if it had happened when they
were in office the whole of the Labounr
party wonld be down there rushing them
and leading the unemployed in their de-
monstrations.

Mr. Wisdom: That statement was
made by Mr. Watts at the unemployed
meeting.

The Premier: Were you there?

Mr. Wisdom: No, T read it in the news-
paper.

Mr. GILL: The newspaper againl With
regard fo the unemployed, some four
vears ago there was undoubtedly a great
number of unemployed right througheut
Western Australia, I go back four years
because I suppose it was more acute then
than it has been sinee, At that iime
there were few great works in hand, there
were few railways building, and the sewer-
age works had only just commenced.

Mr. Tander: Me. Chairman, I eall at.
tention to the state of the House.

The CHAIRMAN: T am satisfied that
there is a quorum within the precinets of
the Honse. It is only a few minules sinee
that was aseertained.

Mr. GILL: At that time there were
few hnildings geing on and a large nnm-
her of tradesmen in connection with the
building trade were leaving us. Seeing
there was such a large number out of
work. T interested myself to see if any-
thing could be done to assist them. So
I waent down and there were one ar two
other Lahour members. Certainly the
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unemployed were nol rushed by the
whole of the Labour pariy; the whole of
the Labour party did not see the wisdom
of doing so; they were satisfied to leave
one or two to do their best to see if any-
thing eould be done; and those who took
a prominent part gave Ministers eredit
for doing their best to assist the unem-
ployed. T suppose I was as prominent
as any member, perhaps more so at that
time, but I did not see the necessity.
neither did I adept the method, of parad-
ing the streets, I’erhaps, had I done so.
the member for Toodyay would know
more about it than he does.

Mr. A. N. Piesse: T would know more
about you, )

Mr. GILL: That wonld be to the hon.
member’s advantage. T gave Ministers
credit for honestly trying (o do their best
in the interests of the whole of the people
of the State, and I think it is only a
fair thing that, now those gentlemen are
on the other side ‘of the House, they
ghould at least give the present Ministers
credit.

Mr. A. N. Piesse: They do.

Mr. GILL: T have my donbis about
it. I think I heard some genfleman say
to-day that it was at the door of (he Gov.
ernment that the unemployed are on ihe
streels to-day.

Me, A, N. Piesse: Yes, T said that.

Mre, GILL: That being so, I fail lo see
how they are giving the Government credit
for doing Iheir best in the interests of
the State. At that time I did not see
the necessity for processions about the
streets. T fail to see what good cffect they
have, The impression on my mind is
that 1they are a kind of bludgeoning,
and bludgenning warfare in regard to the
unemployed does not seem to me te be
any advantage. There are a few out of
work to-dav, we all admit. but we must
also admit that the Government are em-
ploying more of them to-day than ever
previously, What more can the Oppo-
silion want; what more ean they expect?
Tf the Government were to employ all
these men and start works for the sake
of giving them emplovment it wonld
please the Opposition. They wounld have
something to go ont and fight about; they
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would go to the country and tell the
people that the Government were squan-
dering public funds for the purpose of
giving men work, irrespective of whether
the works were required or not. That
would mean nothing more than relief
works, but I am satisfied that there is no
need for reliet works in Western Aus-
fralia to-day. T believe what is chiefly
the canse of the unemployed difficnlty
to-day in and about the city is the fact
that the harvest is later than usnal. I
am convineed that in the course of an-
other month it will be difficnlt to get
the work required throughout the coun-
fry done, If not, I shall be very much
disappointed. I believe on good grounds
that our harvest will absorh every avail-
able man in Western Australia within
the next month. If the harvest is going
to reach anything near anticipations it
must do so. Consequently, where is the
great unemployved difficulty? T the un-
employed are all oceupied within a month,
Lthe unemploved question is not very acute
and the difficulty is not very great. Nat-
urally we all regret seeinyg anyone out of
work, None of the wages class to-day are
sufficiently wealthy, especially owing to
the high rents, to be able to remain out of
work any length of time without suffer-
ing some privation. Consequently I am
hoping that the whole of them will he
absorbed, and 1 believe that will be the
case within the next month. I eongratu-
late the Premier on having brought down
an honest statement of the finaneces of
Western Anustralia. It is always advis-
able to have that so that the people may
know exactly the position. When the
people know the true position, if it is
necessary to have inereased taxation or
to raise more revenue, they are a poor
old people if they are not prepared to
pay their way. I believe that the people
of Western Australia, having had pre-
sented to them the time position of our
finances and having been shown clearly
that it is necessary to increase the taxa-
tion or raise more revenue by any other
means to meet the expenditure, are honest
enough to consent to it.

My, MUNSTE (Hannans) : I would not
have had anvthing to say on the general
diseussion of the Estimates had it not
[119]

3427

heen for the speech delivered by the mem-
ber for Pingelly (Mr. Harper). T lis-
tened with a great deal of amusement
to a lot of the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber. One would think that he was prae-
tically the only man or the only member
of this Chamber who knew anything
abont mining; but after hearing his re-
marks, I have come to the conclusion that
there are many others who, at all events
in my bumble opinion, know consider-
ably more about it than the hon. member.
Not only from his remarks, but from the
remarks generally of members opposite,
one would be led to think that the only
industry in Weslern Australin is the agri-
cultural industry. In my opinion the min-
ing industry is still the greatest industry
in the State. While T say that, I appland
the action of the Government for givingy
assistance to the farwers during the dry
geason: and after having made one or
two {rips in lhe South-West and Great
Southern distriets, T can realise and ap-
preciate the efforts put up by those men
whe have gone oul in the outhack dis-
triets to seltle and (ry to make homes for
themselves, [t was the duty of the Gov-
ernment to give them every assistance they
possibly could during the time of stress,
but I want o urge that when there is
the prospect of these men getting some
return this yvear, and in future years, the
Government should look to other indus-
tries that bave done so much for Western
Australia. T am a little disappointed at
the amount given towards the mining de-
velopment vote on this oceasion. I really
believe that some greater effort should
have been made by some means to give
a little further assistance to the mining
industry, and during the course of my
remarks T wish to put forward some sug-
gestion, that would go a considerable way
towards enconraging mining in Western
Australia, and would ecost very, very
Jittle, When the member for Kalgoorlie
{Mr. Green) was emphasising the point
that e was also sorry that a greater
amount of money had not been placed on
the Estimates for the mining development
vote, the member for Greenough (Mr.
Nanson) interjected, and asked where the

money was fo come from. T am of the
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opinion Lhat we arve asking for only what
we bave a perfect right to ask for as
a mining community, and that is, a great-
er percentage of the money collecied from
the goldfields in the shape of the divi-
dend tax than has been apportioned to
us all told. If the mining industry in
some of the outback districts is languish-
ing, we still have a considerable number
of mining propositions that are in a posi-
fion to pay substantial dividends for some
considerable time to come, and if I
thought it necessary, in the intevests of
trving to discover further mines or pay-
able propositions. T would go so far as
to increase the impost on those mines
that are paying such splendid dividends
now, Another matter that would assist
the roldmining industry to a great extent,
and would cost us nothing, is a methed
of giving assistance that may appear to
some hon. members to be a rather peculiar
method. I refer to some legislation that
will in some way prevent the number of
aliens that are being employed at the
present time in the industry. Why I say
that will give an impetus to the industry
generally is this: Take Leonora, Koo-
kynie, or Laverton, or any of those out-
back towns that were once prosperous
and emploved a considerable number of
men.  Unfortunately in the majority of
the cases, the most of the employees were
foreigners. I want to emphasise this
point that in no instance in those centres
where ihe percentage has bheen largely of
the foreign element has any prospecting
of any deserviption been done, whereas, if
a greater number of Britishers were en-
ployed they would to a considerable ex-
tent assist in the development of the min-
ing industry.

Mr. Heitmann: Where foreigners are
employed no prospeeting at all is done.

Mr. MUNSIE: That is what I have
Just stated. Not only do the foreigners
not encourage prospecting by paying into
shows or backing people to prospect, but
I want to emphasise this phase that
thongh the foreigners receive the same
remuneration as the Britishers, they do
not support the commercial communities
to the same extent as the British people
do. In many instances we find that the
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commercial community in a small town
are prepared, when things are bright or
brisk, to assist the prospectors, but where
we find that the greater percentage of
miners employed consists of foreigners,
that kind of thing is lacking, They do
not assist the prospeetor in any shape or
form, and not. only that, there is a marked
difference in their method of living and in
the amonat of money which they spend
with the business community, This being
limited, assists to prevent the business
people from giving that help to the pros-
pecior which they otherwise wonid do;
therefore I say the foreigners are a men-
ace to our country,

Mr. Wisdom : Are they not anionists?

Mr. MUNSIE: Unfortunately a con-
siderable number of them are nof,
but I will say, in reply to the interject-
tion, that I am pleased to be a member
of a union and a representative of union-
ists who on every oceasion endeavour to
persnade these people to join the unions,
because the union is a means whereby we
can teach them to work and live under
proper conditions. While dealing with
the foreign question, I would like to em-
phasise another phase, and it iz that L
hope something will be done in the near
future that will go a long way towards
preventing so many of them getting into
the mines, namely, prohibiting the em-
ployment of foreigners on the wood lines.
I could produce, if necessary, figures to
show that foreigners are eontinually eom-
ing into Western Australia and making
direct for Kurrawang and the other wood
lines.

Mr. Foley: If
CGhwalia,

Mr. MeDowall 1ook the Chair.

Mr. MUNRIE: A big majority of
Lhem come out to the wood lines.

Mr. Turvey: Do they come out under
gotilraet?

Mr. MUNSIE: T am not prepared to
say that. T have no proof bul the whole
of the evidence poinls Lo them doing so.
They stay at the wood lines and work
for a period of three or tour months.
The employers lhere have Brilish bush
bosses, hui these new arvivals are tutored
by their own eountryvinen until they get

they de not go to
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a sufficient smattering of the English lan-
goage which will allow them to get em-
ployment on a mine.

Mr, Foley: That does not qualify them
under the Aect.

Mr, MUNSIE: I am quite aware of
that fact. I have listened, not once, but
half a dozen or more times to foreigners
having the test applied to them by an
underground manager hefore being given
employment, and in most eases the qnes-
tions were those which bad been put on
previous occasions, and on which they
needed but little tutoring to enable them
to give satisfactory answers. In some
instances, however, the underground man-
agers were just so far as the language
test was concerned. I know of one in-
stance where an underground manager,
wha could also speak their language flu-
ently, would never allow them to work
underground unless they spoke linglish
well. Unfortunately, however, all under-
ground managers are not as striet as Lhat
man was. 1 hope the present Govern-
ment will as soon as possible introduce
legisiation that will limit the number of
Foreigners working on the mines, and not
only on the mines, but in some of the
other industries. In regard to the wood
lines, 1 had some figures that I wanted
to quole. Unfortunately, however, I can-
not lay my hands on them but I will take
the opportunity of presenting them at a
later stage.  These fizures would have
shown that over 90 per cent. of those
who are engaged in culting wood are
foraigners, and 1 am sorry to say that
the employer who is the principal of-
fender is a representaiive or a supposed
representative of a portion of this State
in the Federal Parliament, I refer to My,
Hedges. Of the three wood lines, Kurra-
wang pans out by far the worst so far as
the emplovment of foreigners is con-
cerned.  Not onlv have they there the
tolal number of cuiters who are foreign-
ers, but almost all the loaders are foreign-
ers, and in fwo or three instanees the
bush bosses are foreigners, There is a
phase of the mining industry that I would
like te refer to and to emphasise on this
oceasion. and 1 hope that the Minisler
will give the matter serions consideration.

S42)

Some little time ago—I forget the loecal-
ity, but I believe it was in Southern
Cross—the Minister for Mines wade a
statement that if he conld get a guaran-
tee that the State batteries would be run
continuously, he believed the cost could
be reduced by nearly 40 per cent., but the
Minister went on to say, unfortunately
he could not get that guarantee, 1 would
like to urge Lhis point. I have had some
communication from the ’rospectors’ As-
gociation in two different parts of the
State, and they informm me that it is theiv
intention shorlly to hold a conference of
the Prospectors’ and Leaseholders’ Asso-
ciation of Western Australia and that
they propose to diseuss ihis phase of the
question. 1 would sirongly urge the ad-
option of a system somelhing afler thiz
style. which lhe Minister might have in-
vestigated by his departmental heads, or
I mighl go so ar as to urge that the Min-
ister might be guided {o a certain extent
by the resolulions or the adviee of the
leaseheolders’ and prospectors’ econferenece,
There might be set aside a particular area
in some portion of ile Siate where the
leaseholders themselves say that they
could, if the prices were reduced, keep a
battery going continuously. I am firmly
convineed, if the prices could be reduced
by continuous proeess, say, 40 per cent.,
that in three or four places on the gold-
fields at the present time where State bat-
teries are in existence and where, if the
prospectors were given fltree months’ no-
tice of the intention of the Government to
declare these places as disiriets in which
the scheme was fo be given a trial—and
T would urge that the Minister give them
at least three months’ notice because it
would not be a fair trial with less than
three months’ notice—that on and after
a given date a twelve months’ trial could
he given at the reduced rate to see
whether their contention eould be ful-
filled.  There are several places where
batteries and are kept going. and T be-
lieve if the eharges were redueed in the
way the Minister suggested, many of the
balteries in these districts eould he kept
@oing eontinnonsly. Then of course I
know the argument that the Minister
might take up. He might say that if he

Iy
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gives this concession to one part of the
. State there will be a hue and ery for
it from everywhere. 1 realise that, but
at the same time, I believe, seeing that
this has been urged on several occrsions,
if the Minister gave due notice of his in-
tention to declare some distinet area, and
made it known that there was going to
be a trial for twelve months. and that if
it proved a failure e would revert to the
old rates, I think the people concerned
would be satisfied to give it that length
of trial. T hope the Minisier will in the
near future think over this matter seri-
ously. I know of places in this State
where there is nof a State battery at the
present time and that if erushing facili-
ties conld be given at 40 per cent, less
ihan the Government charge to-day, T am
positive from my own experience that
those distriets could keep the battery go-
ing continuously, and I honestly believe,
by giving those facilities and giving that
scheme 2 irial in one partieular locality,
it will be a sufficient inducement for the
rrospectors in other distriets to go out
and test low-grade shows even where
there is no State battery, so as to get
sufficient evidence to place before the au-
thorities to warrant the evection of a
battery. There are one or two other mat-
ters that 1 desire to mention, and one in
partienlar is that during the debate on
the Estimates the member for Pingelly
guofed certain figures as to what the
mining industry had veturned, He also
went on to say that it was absolutely un-
fair to expect shareholders In mining
companies to continue operations in any
property when thex did not see in front
of them any reasonable chance of getting
a return for their money. T would like
to point out this phase of the case: In
my opinion many of the shows through-
out the back country in particular, and
not only there but in elose proximity to
the Golden Mile to-day. many of the
shows which have retnrned fair dividends
in the past and, in my cpinion. would re-
turn fair dividends again. are lyving idle,
mainly through the lack of knowledge or
*he incompetency of the men who manage
them.
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The Minister for Mines: And the hon.
member’s own property, the property he
was in charge of, is one of the most glar-
ing instances.

Mr. MUNSIE: I agree with the Min-
ister for Mines. The hon. member has
three distinet monnments of that deserip-
tion to his incompetenev.

The Minister for Mines: He pulled
down the best mine in Kanowna.

Mr. Underwood: What was it the Sun
used fo call him?

Mr., MUNSIE : As | do not read the
Sun I do not know what he mav have
been called, but I do say that there have
been these and many other instanees in
which absolute bad management has been
the cause of mines beinr abandened.

The Minister for Mines: I am in-
formed that, instead of ealling him Nat
Harper, thev called him Pat Sharper,

Mr. MUNSIE: Well, it was very ap-
propriatfe, Another point is this: I
trust the Minister for Mines will
go a little farther in giving as-
sistance to keep diamond drilling.
While I know the department have
assisted in this line to a greater ex-
tent than thev did under any previous
Government, I still say there is room
to go a eonsiderable distance further.
and that the advance will be justifiable.
I know the point is going to be raised
that deep boring ean only be done where
a company or a syndieate is prepared to
put in snfficient money to assist the Gov-
ernment in that direction, the reason be-
ing that if the Government went out to
abandoned leases or to virgin connfry and
did any diamond drilling, the guestion
would arise as to who was to reap the
profit. T honestly helieve that if the de-
partment made it known that they were
prepared to subsidise a little more than
pound for pound, in many instances, as
badly eonditioned as many would like
ns to believe the mining industry is, in
many instanees svndicates could be got
together to pul in a certain amount of
money if the Government would come o
their assistance.

The Minister for dMines : A syndieate
has just heen formed ai Southern Cross.
and T am finding two-thirds. T will be
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willing to do that much on any portion
of the goldfields.

Mr.MUNSIE: Iam very pleased indeed
to hear it, and I congratulate the Minister
ou his action. We bave had instances of
companies who have spent a consider-
able amount of money in the State, and
who were prepared to put 30s. into deep
drilling for  every pouwd of subsidy
granted by the Government, but the pro-
posal was refused by the Government.
I am referring more particularly to the
Queen Margaret mine at Bulong. Of
course if the Government go out to bore
there is the difficulty as to what will
becoine of it; but if they went down in
any of those old shows the Government
might reasonably, on the advice of their
expert oificers, go in for diamond drill-
ing, and if they were suceessful in locat-
ing payable dirt I believe the formation
of companies, of local companies, would
nmore than repay the Government, If
they discovered, for instanee, one mine
that wounld prodoce the ountput of rhe
Australia, the Perseverance, the Lake
View, or any of those mines on the Gold-
en Mile, if they eould disecover one which
would cmploy the same number of men
and pay the amount of wages any one of
these mines have paid, the country would
be more than eompensated for the ex-
pense undertaken.

Mr. MeDonald : Do you not think if
the State found it the State should work
it ¢

Mr. MUNSIE : I am in favour of
State enterprise. I helieve the State
_should, as far as possible, own and con-
trol almost everything, but I would draw
the line at gold mining; for the reason
that when we beil the thing down, in
my opinion it is absolutely a useless in-
dustry.

The Minister for Alines: Then why en-
courage it ¢

Mr. MUNSIE : Some hon. members
seem to think that is rather a strong ex-
pression to use, and in all seriousness I
am prepared to admit that under exist-
ing cirenmstances, it is the best, the fore-
most indnstry in Western Australia, and’
the most necessary under our present
conditions; but T hope the time is not far
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distant when tlie need for goldmining
will not be as great as it is to-day, and .
when that time comes, I maintain gold-
mining will be a useless industry. More-
over, to-day unfortunately it is killing
mauy of the best of our citizens. In con-
elusion T would like to congratulate the
Government on the attitude they have
adopted in eonnection with the treatment
of those suffering from miners’ phthisis
and tuberculosis. The Government en-

deavoured during fthe last session
to set aside a certain area for
the purposes of a sanatorium, but

they were defeated in their ohject. With
others I felt that they would not be
burked in {heir etforts, and, sure enough,
they have found another loeality ap-
proved of by medical experts and, I am
pleased to say, they are proceeding with
Lhe clearing, and making other prepara-
tions towards the building of that much-
needed institution. T trust that at the
earliest opportunity they will increase
their efforts in this direetion, and push
on to their utmost ability the evection of
thal sanatorium, so that those men who,
thongh  working underground te-day
should really be receiving treatment in
a sanolorium, will be able to take refuge
in that institution. T trust the Govern-
ment will use every endeavour to com-
plete the sanatorium as early as pos-
sible.

Mr. LANDER (East Perth): It is not
my intention to say much, but I must
congratulate the Tremier on having
come forward in an honest menner and
admitted there is going to be a shortage.
He has not acted as past Premiers have
done, like a rat poking its head from
under & tarpaulin and scuttling back
again, but he has come forward like an
honest man and told us the position he
expects to be in at the end of the vear.
Ii we glance over the past career of the
present Government we must credit
thern with honest purpose. We cannot
point to the Premier, as we can to
other Premiers, and accuse him of dis-
honest actions. I have in my mind
such transactions as .that entered into
with the ice company. That was many
vears ago. Concessions were given to
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the ice company to allow them to take
ice to the fields, but they defrauded the
revenue by carrying goods packed in the
ice. We cannot point to anything like
that in connection with the present Gov.
ernment. Then we hear about spoils
to the victors. In this regard, where
could we find a more striking example
then that of the Claremont Asylum
contract, when the present Leader of
the Opposition gave the contract to his
son-in-law in order to assist him ? Could
aything be stronger than that ? Then
take the Narra Tarra estate ? Ts not
that an example of spoils to the victors,
when a Minister goes so far as to alter
the law in order that he himseli might
participate in the subdivision of a re-
purchased estate and distribute it among
his family, securing about £14,000 worth
of property ? Is that closer settlement ?
Is it possible for anyone else to take up
Narra Tarra land 7 No, itisnot. Then
take, for instance, that case in which one
block of land was sold to two men, and
the money of the State stolen to recoup
the one man, so that the chief of the
detective department should not arrest
him at Albany. Then again, stock
has been received from the strug-
gling settlers, and they have sold the
stock and stclen the money, and mem-
bers of this House have lent their own
money to cover up these faults. When
you get instances like this you cen say that
that is spoils to the victors, but when
we get a Premier like the present Pre.
mier wo must be proud of him. It has
heen my painful duty to listen to a
number of disgraceful specches. Only
recently the leader of the Opposition,
by imputation, contended that the
Premier was incompetent., If we were
to judge that hon. gentleman himself,
when he was running a tinpot show at
the Canning, the picture might he re-
versed. Did they say he was com-
petent ¥ No, they put the boot into
him, and out he had to go. And there
are hundreds of instances like that.
These are the things to be hashed up.
When they hash up little things against
our Premier it is our duty to hash up
these things, and let the public know
what has been going on. Look at the
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Merredin and Kununoppin railway. Was
that not a job, to shift that line 28
miles ! Of course it was. That line
should have been carried through York.
rakine, where the poor struggling settlers
now eke out a pitifnl existence. What
was done ! They put it over 20 miles
away to sait their own friends. Then
there was the Boyup Brook line. Was
there any necessity to rush that line
through as was done ! Of course there
was not ¥ It was just spoils to the
victors. I could go on relating for
months things of this kind which have
taken place in connection with past
Governments. Tt is not the shortage of
about £300,000 that is hurting our friends
of the Opposition, bat the fact that we
are cutting into their hest friends. Prior
to October twelve months age we told
the people on the hustings that it was
onr intention to have a c¢ut at the differ-
ent monopolies existing in Western Ans.
tralia, which one might practically call
parasites. T refer to seme cf the monc-
pulies which we havs started to cut into.
We have only been going twelve months
and yet we are already cutting into the
shipping monopoly, one of the greatest
parasites existing in Australia, and I
regret that when the Federal Parliament
had & Royal Commission inguiring into
shipping matters, they did not nationalise
8 portion of the shipping, so that we
could have Government boats plying
between the States, and also between
Australia and the Old Country. If we
look at the Commission’s report we find
that for £6,000,000 we could have &
number of lboats running between
England and Australia, and also estab-
lished an interstate service, and by that
means we would have been able to deal
with that particular perasite as it
thoroughly deserves. Another combine
which we have dealt with, and which
hed been a standing disgrace to Western
Australia, is that in connection with the
timber industry. We find a monopoly
existing in this State not only in hard
woods but also in soft woods, and we
might go further, and mention bricks.
. When we know that they can cut timber
and sell it cheaper in Meibourne than in
this State, it is the duty of an honest
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man like the Premier to step in and
burst up this ring. That is not spoils
to the victors. What have Mr. Hedges
and Sir John Forrest done ! TIs it to
their credit to stand up in the Federal
Parliament and denounce Waest Aus-
tralian timber when we have evidence
from experts that that timber has been
testod and is a success ! Because pri-
vate interests are at stake they have
denounced West Australian timber.
What have they done for the Trans-
continental Railway ; what did Sir John
Forrest ever do for that line ? They
have denounced the timbers and prac-
tically tried to stop the railway. Sir
John Forrest sold this State in counec-
tion with the railway in order to get a
portfolio in the “ Fusion” Government.
Had he stood out, the Transcontinental
Railway would have been an accom-
plished fact to-day, instead of just com-
meneing and with him trying to prevent
it. His action and that of Hedges in
connection with the sleeper contracts
and the Transcontinental Railway brand
those two individuals as traitors to the
welfare of Western Australin. I am very
pleased also that the Premier has cut
inte the meat combine. There has been
a lot of ridicule, and many statements
have beenr made in reference to the class
of meat the Government are supplying at
the present time, but anyone who under-
stands that industry knows that at this
time of the year it is practically im-
possible to geot prime meat. In fact,
the districts from which the meat usually
comes have experienced a very dry
scason, and in the Crascoyne district I
do not think one would be far wrong in
estimating the loss of cattle as repre-
senting the value of £100,000. When
we have adversity of this description
to contend with, we cannot expect to
draw prime cattle from the distriets
from which they have elways come in
the past. Qur opponents have twitted
us that we cannot procure cattle, but they
know that when the Premier was for-
tunate enough to get the boats here,
the cattle season in the North-West was
practically over, and unless one gets
in early in the season it is practically

impossible to procure cattle. Before
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the cattle season opens the buyers visit
the North-West and secure all the prime
stock, and what was done last yeor
The buyers visited the North-West and
cornered the cattle, but I do not think
this year we will have the same opposi-
tion as we had last year. There is one
thing T would like to urge in connection
with the North-West cattle trade, and that
is that the Minister for Lands should re-
move the restrictions in reference to tick
eattle. There are a great nuwmber of

cattle in the Kimberley country which

could be marketed if they were properly
dipped. Certain firms could be allowed
to erect their own dips and the Govern-
ment inspector could be sent up there
previous to the cattle being put in the
dips, in order to see that they had no
tick on them. Then they could be put
through the dips, and in this way we
would be able to get considerably more
cattle brought down than we have been
able to get in the past. I do not see
that there would be any risk in allowing
cattle to come from those stations and
be loaded at the port of Derby. There
are other tick cattle taken to Derby, and
in the event of any of them getting sick
on the way, they ere left on the side of
the road. When they recover, they just
wander back and carry the tick through
the clean country. I hope the Minister
will be able to see his way clear to re-
move the restrictions on tick cattle,
provided they are properly dipped, be-
cause I am sure it would be a great ad-
vantage to the meat industry in the
metropolitan  area. Another appeal I
would make to the Government is that
they wili be a little more iiberal to the
City of Perth. by assisting the ecouncil
in different diroctions with revenue.
The Premier has been pretty rough on
the city couneil by taking away revenue
both in East Perth and West Perth.
Perhaps it would not hurt if he took
away the whole of the council, but now
that he has taken away 8o much of the
municipal revenue I would like to see
him extend his generosity by providing
a crescent road irom Beaufort street
bridge to Mount Lawley. I think the
Minister for Railways intends to ercct

two or three bridges botween Perth and
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East Perth, and by the side of the rail-
way will be several corners of land. It
would not cost much to purchase those
areas and make this cresecnt road from
Beaufort street to Mount Lawley. I
the Premier would do that he would re-
ceive the thanks of the citizens of Perth.
I desire to thank the Premier for his
attitude in reference to baths. We
have heard a lot said thet the Govern-
ment are t¢ blame in this matter, but I
say they are not to blame, If the city
council selects a proper site I have no
doubt that the Premier and his col-
leagues will provide the money for the
establishment of baths. In East Perth
there was a splendid site [or baths on
tho banks of the river. I approached
the Premier and the Minister for Works
and they told me to put my roquest for-
ward and it would be cousidered. I am
very pleased to say the request was
favourably considersed and on the banks
of the Swan River just at the back of
Mount Lawley we have selected & sito
where baths have been erected for the
residents and the children, and if any-
one cares to visit the place he will find
on a Sunday morning as many as 150
people bathing there, I am satisfied
that had the city council, or the South
Perth people, selected a proper site the
Government would have found the
money to not only erect baths but pur-
chase the site if necessary. But what
do we find ¥ We find the city council
in the same position in reference to the
baths as they occupy in reference to the
town hall. T know the Premier cannot
put the haths on wheels, but to oblige
the city council he will not only have to
put the baths but also the town hall on
wheels so that they can be run about
from place to place. I would like to
see the Premier stiffen his back in refer-
ence to the town hall site. I say with
all.due respoct that it is his duty to take
some action in reference to the civil ser-
vants who are working in these dungeons.
I said before, but I had to withdraw it,
that the Government were murdering
their officers, but I do not wish to say
that now. 1 do say, however, that the
Promier is in duty bound to take the
iaresent- town hall site away from the city
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council and utilise it for building new
Government offices, because it is a stand-
ing disgrace to members on this side of
the House to ask civil servants to work
in some of those black dungeons. They
are practicslly as bad as the black hole
of Calcutta that we have read about. We
see some of those poor beggars going to
office, anasmic looking and suffering
from tuberculosis owing to the bad air
they have to breathe in those old build-
ings, and if the Premier would only
stiffen his back and resume the town
hall site, I am sure he would receive the
thanks of the ratepayers of Perth. We
saw that & vote was taken in the city
council the other day when, if all the
councillors had been present, the de.
eision would have gone in favour of the
drill hall site which has been offered by
the T'remier, but on account of Coun-
cillor Tatham’s absence, the mayor, by
using his casting vote, was able to prevent
that decision being arrived at. The con-
sequence is that the question is in prac-
tically the same position as it was 16
or 17 years ago. I say that when a man
occupying the position of Premier sees
that the interests of the eity of Perth are
being tampered with, it is his duty to
step forward and say that he intends to
resume that site and compel the city
council to take some other site, T would
also like to see the Premier put a small
amount on the Estimates to open up the
roads in Perth. William-street has been
opened up abt the expense of the city
council, and I would like to see the Gov-
ernment provide an amount to open up
Stirling-street. With the different classes
of traffic, it is hard to get the motor
traffic through as we could get the horse
traffic through in years gone by ; there-
fore, I suggest to the Premier that he
should put an amount on the Estimates
for the opening up of streets. I know
the Premier is & busy man, and therefore
I will not blame him, but I should have
liked to have seen him bring forward a
Bill to deal with Greater Perth. If
ever there was & time when such a
measure should be brought forward it is
now, when the Government have taken
over the trams and the town hall site is
to he fixed.
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s The Premier: A Bill providing for e
referendum¥of the ratepayers in Greater
Porth ¢

Mr. LANDER : Yes. I would like to
see that Bill brought forward at an early
date. Another measure I would like to
see introduced is an amendment of the
Criminal Code or the Justices Act. I
think the Premier shounld take a firm
stand in reference to street betting. It
is of no use speaking from behind a bush,
and if we cannot put & stop to this betting
let us act honestly and endeavour to
control it.  If we are too cowardly to
prevent betting let us bring in & Bill to
control and license it. It is a standing
disgrace the way betting is going on at
the present time and no action is taken.
One thing I wish to congratulate the
Premier on is the appointment of Mr.
Connell as acting Comraissioner of Police.
It is a really popular appointmen$, and
I hope that it will be confirmed.

Sitting suspended from 6:-15t0 7-30 p.m

The PREMIER (in reply): It is some-
thing approaching a month since I had
the very pleasing duty of presenting to
this Commiltee the estimated expenditure
and revenue for the eurrent finanecial year,
Jay 1 admit at the outset that T fully
anticipated that the general discussion

would he confined to at least half
a dozen members of this Committee
who have in the past taken a keen

interest in the finauces of the coun-
try, and that eriticism would have
heen confined to our present and fuiure
position as shown by the Estimates. But
for some reason that is not quite clear to
myself, some members have faken the
opportunity of making remarks which had
little or no hearing on the finaneinl posi-
tion, and in truth had very little bearing
an polities at all. But T suppose one
cannot complain if members take this
opporfunity of bringing forward what
they term grievances for the purpose of
having them considered by the Adminis-
tration of the day and rectified if possible,
so that in replying to the criticisms
levelled against the Estimates by the vari-
ous members, I do not propose to deal
with these matters of an adwministrative

‘the Opposition  of

3435

character becanse we shall have an oppor-
tunity when the departmental Estimates
are before the Committee of heaving from
my colleagues who are in charge of the
various depaviments of the work they
have performed, and how they propose
to proceed in the future. May 1 at ihe
outset say that some of the statements
whieli have heen made by members, par-
ticularly those on the Opposition, have
been made wilhout an attempt on their
part fo find out the true taets in connec-
tion with particular matters before they
leveiled eriticism azainst the Government,
Fer the purpose of pointing this out more
ciearly may I refer to the member for
Toodyay (Mr. A. N. Piesse) and also
other members, particularly the member
for Northam (Hon. J. Milchell) and the
member for Greenongh (Mr. Nanson} who
1 admit at once 1 expected to be better
informed, chiefly in conneection with the
present unemployed difficulty that is sup-
posed to he of such an enormous extent
in the metropolitan area and in other
parts of the Staie. I asked the Houorary
Minister (Hon. J. E, Dodd} who is eon-
troiling the TLabour Burean fo give me
some information showing the operations
of the Bureau since July of this year as
compared with the same period last year
when we had a Liberal Adminisiration
whose candidates at that very time were
travelling about the State—the head of
the then Government among them—saying
that everything was prosperous, that we
were in the madst of most prosperous
times, that there was no unemployed diffi-
culty, that evervone was kept fully em-
ployed, and that generally speaking we
were making great headway. Since that
time we have infroduced into the State a
greater number of immigrants than ever
previously in a similar term in the history
of the State, and notwithstanding thal
fact the figures supplied by the Labour
Euareaun state that siuce the 1st July up
to the presenf a greater number of men
have been found employment and a
smaller number have been registered at
the burean than in the same period of
last year. I do not feel disposed to accuse
having deliberately
worked up this agitation.
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Mr, A, N, Piesse: Are all the unem-
rloyed registered?

The PREMIER : Were they last July?
The hon. member might ask the guestion
whether the conditions have altered which
would cause the unemployed 1o apply 1o
ihe Labour Bureau for work last year and
not this vear or tice versa. They were
more likely to apply this year than last
year hecanse when we had an unemploved
difficalty previously we placed (he wen
after they had applied to the Labour
Purean, and having made it practically
part of our policy that they should all
apply through the burean, it is {o be ex-
pected that there wonld he more applica-
tions in the period which has just expired
than in the corvespunding period of last
year. The report of My, Hitchins, the
clerk in charge of the Lahoour Burean,
reads fnter aliv as follows—

The new registrations of applicants
for work at the Lahour Bureau from
the 1st July, 1912, to 1d4th November,
1912, {otalled 3,274. The total for the
same period of last year was 3,370,
showing a decrease for the present vear
of 46, notwithstanding the fact that
newly arrived immigrants are now heing
remistered by the Labour Burean which
was not the case last year,

Let it be remembered that during the
same period of last vear the immigranis
were heing found employment ilnough
the Tmmigration Department and not
through (he Labour Bureau. Now we
have cansed all new arrivals seeking em-
ployment to register at the burean when
n search of employment, just as residents
of {he Siate have to do, and notwith-
standing that fact, from the lIst July to
the 14th Novemher of this vear, we have
had 96 less registrations from persons
seeking work than we had in ihe same
period of last vear. For the present
month up to the 14th, the new registra-
tions numbered 260 compared with 803
for the whole of November of last year.
The engagements for the same portion of
November, 1912, totalled 208, and for the
whole of November last vear 328. The
report eontinues—

During the last four months there

has been an inereasing tendency to re-'

fuse farm and elearing work; the
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wages for which range for lads and
inexperienced hands trom twenty {u
tweniy-five shillings 3 week and for
experienced men thirty shillings 1o
forty shillings a week and keep. 1In
July the number of vacancies for this
class of work. not applied for was 34,
in August 32, in Septemnber 79 and in
October 112, From the above it will
he scen thar notwithstanding the nn-
favourable veports from the country
police, the eondition of the labour mar-
ket will bear very favourable vompari-
son with same period of last yvear.

Mr. A, N, Piesse @ That is havdly a
faie comparison.  We had no harvest
last yvear to speak of.

The PREMIER: Have we had a has-
vest this vear between the Izt Tuly and
the 14th November? [s it not a fact that
lust year's harvest small as it was, was in
operativn hefore 1his period.

Mr. A. N, Piesse :
her figures.

The PREMIER : Up to the 14th No-
vember last vear harvesting had pro-
ceeded eonsiderably in advance of what
it has up to the present. Again. it is
all in favour of last vear as against this
vear. So much for the so-called unem-
ploved agitation. Wonld it not have becn
hetter if the members of the Oppesition
had bteen ecandid enough to admit that
the reason for the unemployed agitation
was that when we came to their assisi-
ance in May last reengnising the diffienl-
ties we passed through last season, we
placed a greater number of men on the
sewerage worl, and having proceeded so
far with the general scheme, we con-
sidered it desirable to eateh up the house
connections, and had to slacken sowme
hands last month? 1In regard to these
men who were slackened not three days
had elapsed hefore they met and it was
just at a moment that the leader of the
Opposition was proposing to eriticise the
Budget speech that they decided to parade
the streets of the Cily and bombard the
Premier's office. T say it is rather a coin-
¢idence that such a thing happened just at
the moment when the leader of the Opposi-
tion was about lo eriticise the Budget.
Tt mav be as well if T mention that these

You ruoted Novem-
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men also threatened on the day they an-
ticipated that L would be replying to
these criticisms to mareh in procession
and bombard Parliament House. That
niay, of course, be just a coincidence, but
such has happened. and at the same time
it may have some bearing on the agilation
that has been continned by the members
sitling in Opposition in this Chamber.
One member of the Opposition who hased
three parts of his speech on tlie unem-
ployved diffieulty told me privately that he
would like to see the session closed early.
He said there was an unemployed diffi-
culty to =ome extent, but he appreciated
the fact and was not going to make mnch
of it in vrder to draw publie attention to
it, and that gentleman on the next day
stood up in the Chamber and based three
parts of his speech on the unemployed
diffieulty. That may do for the purpose
of argument against the Governmeut, but
is it a proper methad of discussing these
matters whieh are of such vital import-
anee to the eountry at the present mo-
ment ¢

Hon. Frank Wilson :
vour own colleagne. the
Works ?

Tie PREMIER : 1 do not remewmber
a debate on the Budget sinee 1 have heen
in Parliament in which the case of the
Opposition was so weak as has  been
shown by their arguments on the presenl
coccasion. The feader of the Opposition
floundered a whole two hours and dealt
more with personalities than he did with
finance. The hon, member is so bitter
arainst the party whieh for some time
have sat on the CGovernmeut side for

What
Alimister

about
fov

having a monopuely of the Treasury
beneh that he ecannot look across the
Chamber and see Ministers without

thinking of something of a personal
nature and endeavouring to make out of
of it critielsm against the Government.
Almost the whele of his speech deait
with personalilies of a nature that did
not do him eredit.

Hon. ¥Frank Wilsen :  Oh, no.

The PREMIER : When I was in his
place he was frequently lecturing mem-
bers of the Qpposition that the finances
were not a party matter, and that we
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should as far ag possible deal with them
from the point of view of tle interesis
of the State, and not as they affected
any individual Minisier or any private
wenther. The hon. member has even been
lecturing us since he has heen leader of
the Opposition as to how T onght to con-
duct the business of the House. TIs i not
remarkahle that he should in the corridor
¢all upon two or three members who sit
on his side of the House, and take them
to task because they were not desirous
of entering into the discussion, his ob-
ject being to compel me to veply at 11
o’cloek at night so that the public wonld
not read in the morning paper my re-
ply to his criticism. So long as T am
leader of the House I am going to deecide
how the business shall be eonducted, and
am going to do it without dictation from
ihe ex-Iremier who is now leader of the
Oppesition.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You took a long
time to get vour reply ready.

The PREMIER : Never mind. It may
be laie, but it is good all the same, T
have never objected to criticism from my
friends in the Opposition. As I stated
by interjection when the mwember for
Mount Margaret (Mr. Taylor) was speak-
ing, I appreciated the fact that the leader
of the Opposition was opposed fo the
party on the Treasury bench, and I
expected him to crificise our poliey and
attack us for our administration ov lack
of administration.,

Hon, Frank Wilson:
yon growling at?

The PREMIER: I am noi growling,
I am taking it kindly; but T expect hon.
members on the Government side of the
House, when discussing a question thak
will show to the House and the country
the policy of the Government, to support
the Government not only by voies but also
by utterances, or leave the Government
side of the House and sit in Opposition.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Are you going to
gag vour supporters?

The PREMIER: I am proposing to
do nothing of the kind. But it is rather
peculiar. and perhaps a coincidence, that
when the member for Mount Margaret
addressed himself to these Estimates,

Then what are
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every Opposition member in the precinets
of the House filed into {he Chamber and
sat in his place and immediately began
to applaud, apparently because the mem-
ber for Mount Margaret had told one or
two in the eorridor that he was going to
make an attack on the Government.

Mz, Allen: Do you know anyone he
told?

The PREMIER : I do not anticipate he
would tell the member for West Perth.

Hon, Frank Wilson: He did not tell
me.

The PREMIER: I welcome criticism,
but I want those opposed to the Gov-
ernment to come out openly in oppo-
sition and say so. The member for Mount
Margaret has sat behind the Government
since the last general election in October
of last year, and I cannot eall to mind
a single instance where he has found
anything in the Government worthy of
praise. e has never risen in his place
in the House to eongratulate the Gov-
emment on a single action duoring the
whole of that period.
Opposition can admit at times—I have
heard it from their own lips—that we have
done something worthy of praise; but
it is remarkabie that, while a member sup-
porting the Government sits silent and
refuses to give voice to his opinions when
we have done something to our credit,
be will store up to himself all sorts of
eriticisms from the daily Press against
the Government, and when urged to give
some cvidence of the opposition against
the Government outside, he will produce
that elass of argmment we wounld expect
from someone in Opposition. T do not
look upon the member for Mount Mar-
garet as a supporter of the Government.
He may be a Labourite; I do not doubt
his Tight to remain lere and criticise the
Government, and to eriticise them on all
questions, but, as head of the Government,
I do expect loyalty from those sitting
behind the Government at all times. We
do not ask any man to torture his con-
science, but what sort of torturing is it
when the member for Mount Margarei
will et up in his place and attack the
Government and yet sit bebhind them? If
the Government are not worthy of his

Members of the,
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support, he ouglht to be sifting in Oppo-
sition and showing his true colours.

Hon. Frank Wilson interjected.

The PREMIER: The hon. member has
a ¢hampion in the leader of the Oppo-
sition, his true leader. After all, the
argument of the member for Mount Mar-
garet was solely that, having been able
to foresee we were passing through a dry
period and that our revenune would fo
some extent fall off,” or not increase tn
the same ratio as would be expecied from
the large amount of loan money expended,
we should have been prepared to meet
such an ocecasion, and the hon. member
concluded his speech by saying that had
we provided £50,000 on the Estimates for
the encouragement of the mining indus-
iry, he would have been satisfied. If we
had provided the £50,000, the deficit
would have bheen £50,000 more, but it
would have suited the member for Mount
Margaret; he was only playing to his
constitueney. Where is the strength of
his argument when be =avs on the one
hand that we should cut down expenditure
heeause we ave passing through a trying
period, and on the other hand that we
should expend £50,000 more because it
will suit the mining industry? That is all
T have to say with repard to the hon.
member, and having said it, it relieves
my mind somewhbat, and I hope it will
be appreciated hy the member for Mount
Margaret. 1 have listened to statements
made in various parts of the Chamber
with considerable intevesi. T have dis-
covered during the course of this debafte
that we have in our midst a gentleman
whe will go down to posterity as a great
financier. 1 refer to the member for
Claremont {Mr., Wisdom). He has given
us some new canons of finance. He Jaid
it down as an ghsolute vuling in flnance
that if a Ticasurer has one deficit he has
no right to come down with Estimates of
revenue and expendilure showing an-
other.

Mr. Wisdom: I did not sav that.

The PREMIER: I took down the hon.
member’s words. He said, “Tf youn have
one defieit you have no right to come down
showing a second one.”” Yet he is sitting
behind one who, as Treasurer. only once in
his whole history as Treasurer showed a
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surplus.  If the member for Claremont
will look up the reiurns he will find that
his leader came down to the House show-
ing a deficit and that, while twice on
paper he showed a surplus on the year's
transaetions, on both oecasions he wound

up  with a defieit. Apparently the
member for Claremont forgot to
teach the leader of the Oppo-

sition some of his canons of finance.
The hon. member pointed out that the
proper method of arriving at Estimates
of revenme and expenditure for the year
was Arst of all to find ont what the ex-
penditure would be and then to get the
revenue to meet it. Thai is a canon of
finance T have not met with in any book
on finance in the world, and I am going
to put it down in my book for submis-
sion to the consideration of any great
financiers I may some day meet, Is it not
a fact that the very opposite is the pro-
per method—first of all to decide on the
revenue we are going to receive for the
year, and then endeavour to make our ex-
penditure meet it?

Mr. Wisdom: That is what I said.

The PREMIER: But I am not going
to follow that to the extent of cutting my
garment aceording to the cloth if it means
dizsaster to the State. I told the leader
of the Opposition when he made the
assertion that we should ent our garment
according to the cloth, when he was eriti-
cising the Government for having closed
last year with a deficit, that to do that
last year would have wmeant disaster to
many of our settlers in agrienltural dis-
tricts and also to our workmen in different
parts of the State; and I am going to
continue the policy I have adopted when
I have confidence in the State; and I
have that confidence, whether T am here
or opposite, that we can recover that
position and recover it handsomely, the
position in which the revenue and ex-
penditure balance.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
going to do it%

The PREMTER: The hon. member
knows. The method adopted by previous
Governments was first ‘of all to find out
what revenue they were to receive and
then to‘obtain from all departmnents, ex-

When are you
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cept the Public Works Department, their
anticipated expenditure for the year, and
then, in ovder to make ends meet, to ent
down the Works Estimates unntil (lhe re-
venue and expenditure just about bal-
anced, That is not the procedure we ad-
opted this year, T had the estimated ex-
penditure from the various depariments,
ineluding the Works Department, before
I made the adjustment,

Hon. Frank Wilson:
that.

The PREMIER: It was an easy thing
to follow the practice of our predeces-
sors and bring dewn Estimates of revenue
and expenditure balancing, had I done
what the hon, member apparently claims
we should bhave done, that is, continued
to refuse to pay the present subsidies to
municipalities and roads boards, ls it not
a fact that when the leader of the Op-
position was Treasurer he attempted to
meet the then trying difficulties, much the
same as We are now experiencing, but not
50 keen, by refusing to give the sawe as-
sistance to tounicipalities and roads
hoards? And the municipalities, be it
said to their shame, accepted the position .
out of political favour to the then Gov-
ernment, so that to-day many of them find
themselves in such a mess that I am back-
ing most of the municipalities at the
haunks, That is the position, If I had
not done this, T would have had to take
control of their affaivs, This position
was created becanse the leader of the Op-
position withdrew their subsidies.

Hou. Frank Wilson: Nonsense.

The PREMTER: It is absolutely cor-
rect,

Hon, Trank Wilson: You are pro-
viding only the same amount this year.

The PREAMIER: Is it not a faet that
last year prior to the general election for
the first time in the history of the State a
conference of municipalities and roads
hoards met in Perth and drew attention
to the eondition of their finances? And
they asserted unanimonsly it was brought
aboui by the action of the then Gov-
ernment in reducing their subsidies. The
member for Claremont (Mr. Wisdom)
and the leader of the Opposition referred
to a reported statement of mine in

We always did



340

receiving a deputation from the unem-
ploved. The hon. members have said that
I said that Western Australia was too
great for one Administration. The leader
of the Opposition said that it was the
first time in the history of the State that
a Premier and Treasnrer admitted he was
not capable of earrving on the affairs of
the Government.

Hon, Prank Wilson:

The PREMIER:
such words,

Hon. Frank Wilson:
jrorted.

The PREMIER: I did not say I was
not reported. I lhave heen reported as
zaying many things, and so has the hon.
member. I an going to show what I did
say on that oceasion. and hon, members
will approve of the statement T made.
What I endeavoured fo convev teo that
deputation and what was not taken down
in full by the veporter was—“Under ex-
isting conditions it was impossible for a
State like Western Australin, with sueh
a magniticent area and with a population
of only something like 300,000 people.
to be able to horrow sufficient money
from those peaple who had meoney to in-
vesf to do all the work requirved from one
end of ithe Stale to the other, We could
borrow (wo million pounds and spend it
with perfect ease in the South-West por-
tion of the State. a portion as big as
Victoria. and do justice to the State and
justice to the people as well: bui conld
we, with 300,000 people. go to the money
lender and ask for two million pounds to
spend in the South-West? Becanse if we
did that we neglected the rest of ihe Siate.
Under existing conditions we could not
expect, with one Government controlling
such a vast area, to make the progress
that most of us would desire; but eventu-
ally when our population inereased, as
we hoped to see it do in the near future,
we would then he able to obtain all the
money required to develop the greatest
State in the Commonwealth,” Ys that not
a Tair statement to make?

Hon. Frank Wilson: But von have
closed down on immigration?

The PREMTER : We have closed down
on immigration to this extent that we are

Exactly.
I never uttered any

They were re-
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introducing a greater number of people

to the State than has ever been done pre-

viously in its history. We are, however.

closing down on the system of immigra-

tion introduced by onr friends opposite.
Hon, Frank Wilson: No.

The PREMIER : The leader of {he Op-
position does not know anything about it.
He handed over completely to the Colonial
Seeretary, Mr. Connolly, the dealing with
the question of immigration. e allowed
Mr. Connolly to eommunicate direct with
the London Agency. Wlen I poinfed out
previously that Mr. Connolly had sent a
communieation to the Agent General ask-
ing him to send out artisans, naming the
number that could be ahsorbed, about the
same time that the Government had been
approached by the nnemployed to start re-
lief works, we can imagine how much the
hon, member knew about it when he de-
nied that any such think oceurred. More-
over, I had to send to the London Agency
to gel a copy of that letter. because it was
not on the files. We stopped a gentleman
like the proprietor of the Palace hotel
nominating every mouth. or perhaps not
so frequenilv, chefs and eooks for his
hotel. We have stopped.gentlemen in the
House nominating grooms to come out
here.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Are you getting
grooms? We cannot afford them over
here.

The PREMTIER : No. we are not getting
grooms, but we are encouraging those who
eome out here to throw in their lot with
us and hring out their wives and families.

Hon. Frank Wilson : You said yon were
shutting down on immigration.

The PREMIER: I said we had shut
down on assisted immigration. the assisted
immigration ecarried on by the previous
Government. It is rather peeculiar that
we are supposed to be shutting dowm
on immigration when we are intro-
ducing immigrants at a greater pace
than the previous QGovernment. The
hon. member said we had shut down
on railway construetion, when we are
construeting railways faster than the hon.
member did, and he used this to the dis-
eredit of the Government and the State
as well. The gallant member for Northam
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{Houn. J. Mitchell) who is generally op-
1imistic and who has never made a speech
in any part of the State without mention-
ing millions of acres and millions of peo-
ple and millions of pounds, is to-day per-
haps the greatest pessimist known in West-
ern Australia. There is no act performed
" by the Government which is not vile in his
opinion, and which is not detrimental to
our general welfare. He cannot even dis-
cuss the yuestion of the Estimates without
making a complaint against the admis-
sion of seed potatoes from the old country.
The hon. member apparently is so an-
noyed at having been forced to leave his
seat on the Treasury bench that Western
Australia is likely to lose him altogether,
I am not going to say whelher ihat would
be to the beuefit of the hon. member or
to the State. But it is really vemarkable
to hear some of the canons of finance
from the hon. member, the much lauded
gentleman who knows so much ahout
financial affairs, and who declared that
the Treasury should merely be a banking
mstitution for the various departments,
and that the Ministers ought to be able to
spend what they chose. Just imagine the
leader of (he Opposition oecupying the
position of Treasurer allowing Minislers,
without considering the effect on the gen-
eral finances, to spend just what they
chose. That might be a canon of finance
known to hon. members opposite, but it
certainly would not be practised by us.
The hon. member said that he disagreed
with our proposals to increase the revenue
hy means of further taxation and in the
very nexl breath he said that he ohjected
also Lo the railways being run so as to
show a profitt He objecis to our
trading concerns, those eoncerns which
are being operated in the interests
of the people. and rendering the people
considerable service receiving from the
people just payment for services rendered.
He says that they must be coperated not
to show a profif, and then he sayvs that he
declines te agree to our proposals fo in-
crease taxation. How would the hon. mem-
her then assist the teader of the Opposi-
tion to adjust the finances of the State?
T have said and 1 repeat, that we should
nat overcharge the people who are using
our railwavs, but that we should raise
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revenne by taxation in a more equitable
manner. We hope eventually to get
the people to agree to a form of
taxation which will fall upon those
best able to contribute towards the
cost of government, aud in this way
we hope to relieve the producers from
exorbitant railway rates and other ¢harges
impozed by cur friends opposite. L= it
not a remarkable thing that while Lthe houn.
member for Northam complained that
the railways should not be expected to
show a protit, in one of the yemrs of the
administration of the present Opposition
they showed their biggest profit?

Hon. Frank Wilsen: Good manage-
ment.
The PREMIER : Good management,

yes, by puiting extra charges on the set-
tlers and on the new seitlexs particularly,
and ihen the hon. membher says lLe does
not believe in the railways being ron af
a profit. What excuse will the hon. mem-
ber wive for that pernicious aet of his in
making an extra charge of 18 a ton on all
produce carried on new railways? [t
miglt be the metliod of aur friends oppo-
sile of adjusting the finances by calling
on (hose least able (o bear the burden
to do =o.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You applauded
that.

The PREAMIER: I am now referring to
the eriticism of the memher for Northam
and I want to know why he believes that
the railways should not earn a profit at
the present time, while during the term
his Government were In power they
showed a big profit and his Government
inereased the charges? Ts that the sys-
tem of government the member for Nor-
tham would now urge us to adopt? Let
me tell him that we do not propose lo
follow that course. Notwithstanding the
losses we have experienced and the trving
times we are passing through from a
financial point of view, we abolished that
gpecial rate as from the 1st July last. and
that abolition means that the snm of
£20,000 will remain in the pockets of the
settlers. The hon. member criticized me
for having shown on the Estiroates for the
first time a sum of £2,000 to be earned
in connection with the Government motor
ears. It is diffienlt T admit for hen.
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members opposite to reconcile themselves
with their present position when only
twelve months ago they had the free use
of the motor cars for themselves, therr
wives and families and friends, and it is
difficult for them in discussing this ques-
tion to deal with it except from the per-
sonal point of view,

Hon. Frank Wilson: You had freguent
use of them when you were in Opposition.

The PREMIER: I do not deny that,
and I have extended the same courtesy
to the leader of the Opposition, but that
does not alter the position that when we
are dealing with the finauces there
should be dragged in by ilie hair of the
lead personal malters such as these, con-
nected with the use of the motor ears.
Wiereas the practice in the past was to
have ecars known as the Premier’s ear,
and the Minister for Works™ car. which
were absolutely at the beck and call of
Ministers and theiv fanilies, we have now
altered that condition of affairs and we
provide the cars to enable our expert
officers, our highly paid officials. whom we
oxpect to advise us in connection with the
administration of the departments, to move
about the country and aequire knowledge
first hand and wilhout loss of time. The
leader of the Opposition was elated to-
night when the Minister for l.ands read
a report from the managing trustee
of the Agrienltural Bank on a reeent trip
that officer had throngh the agrieulinral
distriets. That olficer covered more eoun-
try in eight days and saw more in that
time than he had ever been ahle to do in
the past in three weeks, and this was due
to the faci that we placed n motor ear at
his disposal.

Hon. Frank Wilson: We also allowed
them the use of the cars.

The PREMIER : Nothing of the kind.
These motor cars in the past were for the
exclusive use of hon. members sitiing on
the Ministerial henches, now they are util-
ised to assist the highly paid officials of
the Government in order to enable them
to gain first hand knowledge to assist in
the administration of the department, and
we are rightly charging the departments
for the use of these cars. If we did not
do that one department might monopolise
these cars. Under the sysiem which we
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have adopted we can keep a check on
them and the payments made by the de-
partments are properly eredited to re-
venue and the expenditure is shown on the
debit side. So much for the mare’s nest
discovered by the member for Northam.
Another aeeusation of 2 rather interest-
ing nature was that made by the leader of
the Opposition and which was supported
by his eolleague, the member for Northam,
and to sowe exteni, by the wmember for
Greenough, and it was that the advent
of the present Governwent made money
scarce and dear. Lel me say that I had
no knowledge of the faet that I was of
syell great importance in this world. To
imugine that I was respousible for the
terrible catasirophe that has happened in
Europe, the war between the Balkan
States and Turkey, and that I was res-
ponsible, too, for the bad harvest last
vear, for the failure te some extent of
the harvest this year in the astern States,
for the falling off of the wool elip
in different parts of Australia—it was
not until T was told all this that T ima-
gined such a thing was possible. The
hon. member opposite used this cry only
for the purpose of helittling the Govern-
ment. He does not appreciate the posi-
tion. If he does, be ought to be ashamed
of himself, because he is decrying the
State and is doing it a great injury. 1
remember the leader of the Opposition
when in power, hacked by the Press of
the State, urging that the then Opposi-
tion should at least always bear in mind,
when discussing quesiions of finance, not
to draw too muech attention to any of tbe
diffienlities the State might be passing
through, but rather follow the grand ex-
ample of the Treasurer, to be optimistie.
and say nothing about the bad things.
T have candidly to tell the House that
unfortunately we are experiencing a daffi-
eulty in regard to our loan money. We
know that the money market is tight
everywhere. Is it not true, and hon.
members opposite who have a full know-
ledge of business fransactions are aware
of the fact, that the banks are calling up
some of their securities that they had lent
money on without question to all and sun-
drv. when we were enjoving good seasons.
Tt is through the failure of the wool elip
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and by virtue of the failure of our iast
season’s harvest that they have not been
able to obtain the same amount of capital
to reinvest, and consequently they have
had to call upon settlers and others to
reduce their overdrafis to some extent.
I suppose 1 am to be blamed for that as
well. 1 think hon. members opposite
might with credit point to our aetion mm
raising 2% millions of money in different
parts of the world and bringing it to
Western Australia and thus avoiding a
tremendous disaster, I think they might
have given us eredit for thai instead of
abusing uws. Had it not heen for that
money being brought here, many good
seftlers with splendid securities would
have eclosed down and perhaps gone
through the bankruptey court. Then we
are told, just for party purposes, and fo
helittle the Government, thai we have
been vresponsible for making money
scarce and dear, and deing something
which was injurious to the State. Tt will
ever remain to ihe credit of the hon. gen-
tleman when sitting in Opposition that
he ean see nothing good for the State
hecanse he is sitting in the cool shades
of Opposition. The member for Nor-
tham ecriticised the Workers’ Homes Act
and the operations of the Government
in eonnection with it during last year.
One would imagine that that Ae¢t had
heen in operation for a number of years.
Surely the memory of the member for
Northam is not so short that he does not
know that the Aet was passed only last
session and that the board was not formed
until February, and that we did not com-
mence to operate to any degree until
July of this year. The result, of course,
was that the expenditure was a little
larger than the revenne, and it was shown
in the proper form in the Estimates.
Since July last, however, T claim that we
have done good work and the figures will
speak for themselves. As Tveasurer, T
had up to the 9th November, approved
of 74 applications for new bnildings,
which meant an expenditure of £29,100;
I approved of 42 applications for the
purchase of existing buildings, which
meant an expenditure of £15,700; I ap-
proved of 23 applications to make im-
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provements to existing buildings, so as to
make the homes fif to live in, and the ex-
penditure in this connection amounted to

£4,995, and I also approved of eight ap-
plications to 1ift existing mortgages where,
in some ecases, interest amounting to ten
and twelve per cent. was being paid,
while, under the Workers' Homes Act,
the interest would amount to 5% per eent.
This awmcunted to an expenditure of
£1,960, In all there were 147 applica-
tions approved, involving an expenditure
of £51,843 since the 1st July of this year.
This is a reeord whieh, even in the initial
stages of the operation of this Aet, will
take n long time to beat. Ilaving dis-
posed of the member for Northam may
I now refer to the member for Green-
ough, who might be termed the righi-hand
sapporter of the leader of the Opposition.
That hon. member, tno, made some ref-
erence fto the dearness of money, although
Lie explained (hat we were not wholly re-
sponsible for it.  That hon. member how-
ever was careful to point out that we
had to pay more for our money than a
Liberal Government, and it was simply
berangze we weve a Labour Government
that that was so. It is interesting to
knew that we arranged a loan of one
million in London lasl vear at 334 per
eent. at par, and that the Liberal Gov-
ernment in Queensland was not able to
raise their money at anything like par,
but at 96, Will the hon. member say
that it is due to the Labour Government
that money is dear, and that we cannot
oblain it on the terms we desire? If a
Liberal Government in another State was
not able fo obtain a lean en favourable
ferms it might not have been expected
that a Labour Government wounld have
done better. Within the last few days
I received 2 cable message from the
Agent General stating, “Queensland is-
suned through the Bank of England 33
per cent. loan at 96, compared with which
our recent issne stands high”” Then hon.
members opposite have the andacity to
say that because we are a Labour Gov-
ernment we ecannot obtain money as
cheaply as if a Liberal Government had
been in power. I am repeatedly assert-
ing and I assert again, that the man who
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has money to invest does not consider the
question of whether the Government are
branded Labour, Liberal, Tory, Whig, or
anything else; he considers it solely
tfrom the standpoint of a sound invest-
ment, and it as an investment it is sound,
he is willing to lend his money. When
dealing with the question of the dearness
of the money market, perhaps our friends
oppousite had not read the statement made
by Mr. W. T. Loton, tha chairman of the
directors of the West Australian Baak,
who was once a member of another place.
That gentleman cannot by any streteh of
the imagination be regarded as one in
sympathy with the ideals and objeects of
the Labour pariy; yet these arve some of
the statements which he made at the re-
cent half-yearly meeting of the hank. He
15 reported to have said—

He did not propose to in any way
altempt to forecast what would be the
result either of trade or of fhe transac-
fions of any finaneial institution dur-
ing the unexi six months, but he ven-
tured to think and to say {hat within
the mnear Ffulure, in all prohability,
money would be somewhat more difli-
enlt to obtain, and the rate of interest
was likely to be on the up grade.

In another parl of his speech he pointed
out that the season For 1910 had been a
rood one. and thal there had heen an
abundant harvest, but that last year the
reverse was the case, that the harvest was
anyihing but good. was in fact fo a eer-
tain extent poor, and that they had had
the commencement of the signs of the
drought in some of the Norh-West dis-
trieis ihe results of whieh were not felt
during last vear to any great extent, but
he was very sorry to say fhaf the dronght
was still n existence in the North-West,
Then Mr. Loton said that deposits bear-
ing interest showed a considerable de-
crease, the specie and bullion being ecor-
respondingly affecied. Now T want hon.
wembers to pay attention to this, and
to the reason for it as advanced by Mr.
Loton,  That gentleman is reporvted to
have said—

This was aecounted for wainly hy
the freer operation on the Savings
Bank aceount and those funds had pro-
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bably been ufilised in connection with
the Agrienltural Bank in making ad-
vanees to settlers on the land, which
had epabled them to develop their hold-
ings in their own interests and to the
henefit of the State generally.
Yet we have been reproached hy the
leader of the Opposition for having ad-
vanced to settlers throngh the Agrienl-
tural Bauk only £100,000 more than the
late Governmment did in the previous year.
However, we have heard lhow Mr. Loton
aceounts for the specie and bullion being
affected, and My, Loton is a gentleman
not coucerned aboul politics, but merely
about the bank of which he is chairman
of directors. He said we had made such
free use of the Savings Bank funds as o
affect the specie and hullion.

Hon, Frank Wilson: You increased tlie
litnit to £2,000,

The PREMIER: Now lel me point
out (hat in the Adelaiile Chrownicle of
12th  October, 1912, the following ap-
peared. aud this surely eould not be
viewed from the standpoint of the Labour
party :—

Alihough (he wheat crop is likely lo
be a rood one, the late anfumn has had
an effeet upon dairving and all rrazing
interesis, which musi he felt for some
fime to eome, partienlarly as all farm-
ers are more or less dependent on their
flocks and herds. Owing 1o a varviety
of ecauses the lllone_\" market is hecoming
inereasingly stringent. and az there 13
no immediate prospect of relief most
brauches of agricnlture arelikely o be
seriously affected. Tn additien (o the
demands for money during the harvest-
ing season, a large number of farmers
are carrving heavy Lurdens on aceount
of land purchases. Prosperity and
caomparatively cheap money have, as
uzual, led to the indulzence of the ever-
present desive for more land. and when
mortgages have lo he rvenewed in a
time of financial tighiness ilie situa-

fion is serious for fthe less cautious
operators.
That refers 1o Victoria, and surely a

Labour Administration in Western Ans-
tralia can have no hearing on Viectoria
in maiters of that kind. The member for
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Greenough had something to =ay in eriti-
ciem of the action of the Government in
purchasing steamers for the purpese of
carrying on the trade between the North-
Western parts of the State and (he metro-
politan and Southern portions, but he
carefully avoided making any statement
that would lead one to believe that he was
opposed to the policy. He did not object
so much to the purclinse of steameis as
he did to the steamers being purchased.
He said the purchase of the “Western
Anstralia™ was a bad bargain, and he
kept havping on this for suely a time that
I began to think he must have a personal
grudge against the Agent General, Sir
Newton Moore. Because, after all, the
purchase was made on the adviee of Sir
Newton Moore, and on that advice aloue.
We took the Agent General's advice, and
let me say his advice was sound, and will
prove profitable to ilwe State.
Hon. Frauk Wilson: Did you not {imat
him to 40,0007
The PREMTIFER : Let me point out what
the Agent General said i his annual
report, this being the first report to he
received from an Ageul General
Having thoroughly sounded the mar-
ket and discovered that the “Mongolia™
was the only hoat available tor pur-
chase which would be likely to meet the
reguirements of the Government both
with regard to passenger accommoda-
tion and general cargo and transport of
cattle, I satisfied myself by a therough
exmination of the “Mongolia® at Co-
penhagen that she was a fine steamer,
and well adapted for the purposes of
the Government.

Later he went on to say—

Its result will, however, he to provide
the West Australian Government and
the North-Wesi irade with a coasting
steamer of which, I am eonvinced, the
State will have no reason te be ashamed,

The whole argnment against this pur-
chase, as directed at us by the member
for Greenongh, was against the action of
the Government in accepting the advice
of the Agent General. In other words
his complaints were against our adviser
in London, Sir Newton Moore, the hon.
member’s previous leader, the gentleman
whom the hon. member was once content
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to follow, bul about whom he cannot now
find a tfavourable word te say. However,
Y am satisfied the Agent General has given
us sound adviee in this conuection, Now
1 want to get nearer home, to come to
the leader of the Opposition and his erili-
cistn.  After learing lis eriticism, and
reading some of the leading arlicles in
lthe Test .tusiralian, hiz champion, [
wondered how that jowrnal bad accepted
the position when the hon. member, as
Treasnrer. had a deficit approaching
£400,000,

Hon, Frank Wilson: No. £312,000 was
flte grenfest.

The TPTHEMIER : XNo, it reached
£16,000 on one oceasion.  The hon.
member does uot remember these things
tow well wow, He vequires to refresh his
menmory by looking up the return furn-
i=lied Dby me and which he will now fiud
in [anserd. In August of 1909 the deticit
hacd reached the tremendous figure of
£34006,086, when our friend, the leader of
the Oppuosition, was Treasurer.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Take ile end of
aty one vear, do not Iake an inlermediate
e ly,

The PREMIER: Yes, take the end of
the vear when it suits our friends, hut
take any month vou like if it will serve
for eriticism of the present Government.
I looked up the Test .lustralian to see
liow ihey approached this guestion, when,
during good seasons, the Liberal Adininis-
tration piled up this huwge deficit, to see
w liether on that oecasion they had reason
to complain against the Administration
and to suggest that they should be relieved
of their responsibility. Bul T find that
the West .lustralian made all =orts of
apologies for the siluation, aud assisted
the hon. member in every possible direc-
tion,

Hon, Frank Wilson: Did they?

The PREMIER : Yes, they did, and for
the purpose of pointing out how unfair
tlic daily Press of the State can be, and
that appacently thev are no wore con-
cerned about the real welfare of the State
than are our friends in Opposition, T am
going to read some excerpts T have made
from the West Australion of Tuesday, 2nd
October, 190(6.
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Hon. Frank Wilson: You had better
be eareful.

The PREMIER: T am not afraid of
the crificism of the Press. Whatever the
Press may say I propose to earry out my
duly fearlesslv. On the 2nd October,
1906, when our friend came n fresh from
some other portfolio, that of Minister for
Works, and took over the Treasury, that
journal said—

Except by the imposition of new
taxation, and possibly by the readjust-
ment of railway rates—

Our friend apparvently had been priming
them, and they wanted to give him a lead.
The article runs—
possibly by the readjustment of rail-
way rates, so as to encourage trade, the
revenue is a department of the finances
over which the Treasurer has little con-
trok.
To-day I am expected to have so much
conirol over the revenue that T am hlamed
because the revenne is not increasing. The
arlicle continues—

It depends upon the general condition
of prosperity and, so far as a large
part is concerned, upen the caprice of
the Commonwealth Government, [t is in
expenditure that the people of the State
expect Mr. Wilson to exercise his finan-
cial ahilities. .\ perusal of the details
of the spendings eontemplated will
show that at least a heginning has been
made with needed economies, The ex-
penditure under special Aects i3, of
course, fixed by Acts of Parliament, and
has to be met. This section claims
£936,091 from the revenue of the cur-
rent vear, an inecrease of £39,905 upon
that expended in 1903-6. But the Trea-
surer has used the pruning knife with
some effect in the expenditure, as shown
by the Estimates. One of the biggest
economies 18 contemplated in the Mines
Department, where an amount of
£62,144 is to be saved upon the sum
expended last vear.

One of the bigzest economies the great
financier had shown was effected in the
Mines Department by a reduction of the
amount stated. But {hey pointed out thal
this saving was not so large as it appeared
at first sight, because of the fact that the
smelters bad been sold, which obviated an
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expenditure of £38,364. The article eon-

tinues—
Other decreases which go to make up
the amount of £62,144 by whieh the
Mines Office expenditure is expected to
decline, are the stoppage of the exten-
sion of State batteries (£15,000} and
the cessation of expenditure on miscel-
laneous mining ‘development, which
totalled £6,641 last year,

That was s greatest feat: the selling of
the State smelting works at Ravensthorpe,
whieh were enabling a number of small
prospectors to earn a living, the closing
down on the extension of State batteries,
whieh were assisting materially in opening
up unew goldfields, and the cessation of
expenditure on miseellanecus mining de-
velopments.

Mr. Foley: And by having wire-fence
explorers out.

The PREMIER :
tinues—

The article con-

In the Colonial Treasurer’s department
£37,644 less than the outgoings of
1903-6 is to be spent this year, and this
sum is reached partly by the reduction
of ihe subsidy to municipalities on gen-
eral rate by an amount of over £12,000,
while the literary and seientific grants
are to suffer to the extent of £3,432,
T'he latter sum is made up by decreasing
the annual grant to the Public Library
by £1,000, and the annual grant to the
Musenm and Art Gallery by £1,000,
Unfortunately the trustees of these insti-
tutions are now frequently on my door-
step asking for assistance, and stating
that without it they must get into finan-
cia diificulties, because lhe great finanecier
reduced their subsidy. Then it is forther
pointed out as follows:—

The fact that the holding of a general
election is unlikely during the present
vear pecounts for a saving of £5,487 to
the Attorney General’'s department,
while the Minister for Works is fo
spend mere on works deemed necessary,
but the grant to roads boards is to be
eut down by nearly £20,000,

This amount was deducted from the
grants to local authorities, who are doing
iust as much in bheir way to assist the
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State as are the central Government
themselves. The article continnes—
Assuming Mr. Wilson’s fignres are cor-
rect——
Of this they were not too certain.
he will end the present year with a
small surplus on the actual transae-
tions of £3,514.
Then they went on to say that this result,
if aceomplished, would show careful ecal-
culation and managemenf. The writer
continued—
It is evident that in the absence of
new taxatjon there will be at the end of
the year another deficit to add to that
already accumulated.
In one paragraph it is said he will close
the year with a surplus, and in the next
that in the absence of new taxation
another deficit will be added to that al-
ready accumnlated. Then the article con-
tinnes—

On the other hand the economies that
have been promised by the Treasurer
arve, in the circumstances of the case,
probaby all that conld be reasonably
expected. Short of a “Black Wednes-
day”” or an onslanghi upon free educa-
tion, whieh the people will never suffer,
there is little else in the way of saving
to suggest.

So nnch for the year 1906 when our friend
opposite first of all took control of the
Treasury. Tu 1907 after his first vear’s
operations, the paper commenced a review
of Tis Budget speech with the following
paragraph—
The optimism which characterised
Mr, Wilson’s first Budget speech is not
so apparent in his second.

And then it goes on to give about six
inches of apology for the absence of that
optimism, and it says—

The preparation of financial fore-
casts 1§ a work which certainly requires
a close aeguaintance with all the con-
ditions of the State and with the details
of its revenue and expenditure that can-
not be gained in a moment.

I have been in office only 12 months, and
T am expected to be absolutely accurate.
and I suppose I cannot complain of the
paper’s eriticism. The article eontinues—
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The Estimates which Mr. Wilson
tabled yesterday showed the chastening
influence of time and experience. Tley
represent, it is quite evident, careful
thounght and ealenlation, and would
seem to approximate pretty closely to
the actual condition of the State.

The hon. member then anticipated a de-
ficit of £77,522 on the year’s operations.
Again municipalities suffered to the ex-
tent of £43,183, and roads and bridges
to the extent of £5606. Mr. Wilson's
estimate of the accumulated deficit at the
end of the year was £256,251, and after
having told the Honse that, lie eoncluded
by saying—

I claim to have shown that notwith-
standing the shrinkage in the revenue
and the inereased deficit, the finances
are in a sound and healthy cordition
and that Ministers have a firm grip on
their departments and are studying
economy wherever possible.

Then on November 23, 1908, when review-
ing his Budget, the West _dustralion
said—

Nevertheless, as exhibited in the
statement put forward by Mr. Wilson
yesterday, the Government of the State
have not lost heart beause a little tem-
porary distarbance has cecarred in the
finances of the country. Indeed, the
speeeh showed something of that com-
bination of analysis and imagination
which is very rare in financial experts.

The article then applanded the Treasurer
for being in a position to anticipate a
surplus of £2,526, but as a matter of fact
he wound up the year with an actual
deficit of £101,537. Then followed bhis
summary dismissal. His then FPremier
was so eclated with the hon, member’s
mtanagement of the finances during those
three vears he had heen in the Treasury
that he summarily dismissed bim and took
charge of the Treasury himself, and that
aetion had the result of saving this Staie
from financial disaster. T merely make
these references to show the differences

in the attitnde of a Press imbued
with the desire to assist their party
rather than to assist the State. We so

frequently read in the columns of the West
Australien the need for politicians in par-
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liculay Lo drop their party differences on
questions of finance and give considera-
tion to the interesis of the State that one
at times begins to wonder whether there
is anything sincere in the newspapers as
published fo-day—when they cau publish
statements of that knid when deficits are
gradually being piled up, and yet, knowing
that the present Government have had to
face difficulties never previously exper-
ienced in this State, they write all sovis
of damaging acticles without taking the
trouble to base them on facts. They take
the hon. gentleman’s criticism against the
Government without first of all ascerfain-
ing from responsible persous, those in
charge of the Treasury, whether the state-
ments have any fouundation in fact, and
ihey condemn the Government for damag-
ing the interests ofthe State, and yet when
it is all boiled down there is nothing in
the statemenis or in the ariicles.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is a sevious
charge to make against them.

The PREMIER: I am going to prove
it., Let me remind the hon. member that
1 sat in Opposition for, two years, and one
of his eolleagues endeavoured fo find some
opportunity to appoint a Royal Commis-
sion in conneclion with charges 1 had
made in order to make me elimb down
and apologise. But T have always been
caveful to make myself fully acquainted
with the facts before making a statement
which T could not fullv prove. 1 ami
woing 1o prove that the hou. gentleman,
with all his prying proeliviliies. was not
able to find out the actual facts before
coming along with his indictment of the
Government. let me now get down to
the main peints in the hon. gentleman's
attack. I have alluded fo what he had
to say as to the tightness of the monoy
market, and how he imagines we are re-
sponsible for that comlition of affairs.
Then he said we had done something tan-
tamount to hoodwinking and juggling
with the finances in connection with the
strengthening of Vietoria Quay; be said
-we were robbing the people of the metro-
politant arez in connection with water sup-
plies in the intevesis of people on the
goldfields.

Hon, ¥rank Wilsou: I did not say that.
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The PREMIER: The hon. wemleman
did say that. Then Le dealr with several
persotial matiers. He stated 1hat [ said
he wa< to wait on my dnorstep when he
required certain information in egnnection
with the finances; he made reference to
the usc of o motor ear to take howme the
first joint of beef I seenred fromn the
State meat stall.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Did vou not take
it home i a motor car?

The PREMIER: T did. Buk I did
not take the hon. member’s daughier in
a hired wmotor ear vound Cotieslve for a
blow and charge it up to the State, which
caused a query from the Auditor General
as to whether the wives and danghbters of
Ministers are entitled to free transit about
the country. Nor do we permit the use of
Government cars for Ministers’ wives io
go shopping at the Bon Macche.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Have you nol
taken your wife out in the ear?

The PREMIER: I bhave, but I have
never permitted her {o hire one and charge
it mp to the State. When the hon. gentle-
man talks about the use of motor ears let
kim look at lis ewn free use of them, and
let him try in future when dealing with
matlers affecting the welfare of the State
to deal with them generally.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Yo
childish.

The PREMTER : Then thie hon. member
made some reference o my attack on Mr.
Hedges, which T will deal with more fully
later on, and he referred to the increaserd
pay fo the wmen in the railways as an
iniguilons burden to place on the railway
svstem, Giving a minimum wage of 9s.
per day fo those railway servanls is. in
the opinion of the leader of the Oppo-
sition. an iniguitous act! J am sure lhe
employees on the railway svstem will
be exceedingly plensed to learn thal it
is the opinion of my friend opposite that
9s, per day to men who ave endeavouring’
to keep themselves, their wives and fami-
lies in decency is too much. 'Chen he
made reference to the Treasurer's Ad-
vance Account. and whai he termed my
mutitation of it. I will deal with that
matter first. The hon. member said that
T suggested a dangerous expedient under
the cloak of legality. TLet me in turn

not be so
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say that the hon. gentleman practised a
dangerous expedient, not under the ¢loak
of legality, but illegally in connection
with the Treasurer’s Advance. He never
obtained an appropriation from Parlia-
ment for the expenditure of a single
penny from the Treasurer’s Advanee, bui
in the first Estimates T inlroduced I asked
for an appropriation, and duly received
if, of €250,000. After going into the
duestion, however, 1 came to the con-
clusion that ihis m itself was not suffi-
vient, and [ conferred with the Under
Treasurer and the Auditor General. The
hon. member suggested a method whereby
we might be able to adjust this gnestion
of the Treasurer’s Advance, and T wanl
to say right here that, seeing the hon.

zentleman was in the Treasury for four

years without diseovering that suggestion,
and seeing that the course he advised had
been approved just abount six weeks before
he made the suggestion, it appears very
much as if he had received information
from somebody in the department thai,
this proposal had been adopted and fhen
made the snggestion in this House in
order to make it appear, and the people
to helieve, that he was vesponsible for
this adjustment, On the sugoestion of
the Under ‘Treasurer, which appears on
the file under date 25th September, we
are nhow going to provide in the Appro-
priation Ae¢t a schedule known as
Schedule %, and which will read as
follows— )

Advance to Treasurer. To be issued,
if and when vequired from the Public
Account, to enable the Treasurer to
make advances to public officers or on
aceonnt of other Governments, eteetera,
or to pay expenses of an unforeseen
nature in connection with services or
works, which, if foreseen, would have
been charged against Consolidated
Revenne Fund or General Loan Fund;
the disbursements under this appropria-
tion pertaining to the said funds re-
spectively to be transferred monthly
to the respective votes and services,
and to be shown as excesses thereon or
as new items; and such expenditure to
be subsequently submiited to Parlia-
ment for specific appropriation; the
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whole amount to be adjusted not later

than 30th June, 1914

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is what T
suggested.

The PREMIER: 1t is what the hou.
member suggested, and that fact bears
out my statement thak he apparently hadl
been gelting information from inside the
department.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Mr. Chairman,
allow me the privileze of denying that T
ever diseussed this question with any
officer in the Treasury since I left the
Treaswry. 1 have never seen any of
the Treasurer’s officers or discussed the
question with them,

The PREMIER:
for my approval

Houn. Frank Wilson: Do you naot accepl
that. denial? .

The PREMIER: Oh, yes, I accept it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Thank yon.

The PREMIER: I would not be so
ungentlemanly as not to do so. This
was submitted for my approval on the
27th September and was adopted on the
30th September, and then the hon. gentle-
man, when I inferjected, in answer fo
his suggestion, that il was exaectly what
I proposed to do, said, “You are always
following my suggestions.” The hon, mem-
ber said that I implied by my statemeni
that the Wilson Government had impro-
perly withheld trading concerns from the
Estimates because in this year's Esti-
mates I provided for an approprintion
by Parliament to carry on the operations
at the Boyup quarry and the Fremantle
harbour works, and taking into aecouni
the amount received from various depart-
ments for the services performed hy
those trading concerns. Beeause I have
done that the hon. member said I im-
plied that the Wilson Government had
wrongfully withheld information regard-
ing the trading concerns. I asked him
how he dealt with the trading eoncern-
when he was Treasurer and he said. “We
had none.” T was not surprised at thal
answer, hecause I always have contended
that although he was Treasurer Le was
never fully acquainted with the opera-
tions of the Government. The State bai-
teries were in operation long before we
came along. The railways had been oper-

This was submitted
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ating for many years before we came
into office. The Water Supply Deparl-
ment were carrying on operations long
before we came along, the harbours
were operating long before the pre-
sent  Governmeut ecame into office,
the aborigines station in the North-West
was operating long before we came into
ufice.  The Government printing office,
ihe Guvernment abwdvirs, and tbhe cool
slorage works were all operating before
the Governmenl came into power, and
{o the number I might also add the Gov-
ernment sawmills,

Hon, Frank Wilsen: 1 was referring lo
{ke Boya quarries.

The PREMIER : Yet the Lon. member
eluims that his Government had no trad-
ing concerns. When we came into office
we discovered that they had bad a Trading
Bill drafted ready to submit to Parlia-
went about three years ago. It is rather
interesting lo know that the Wilson Gov-
ermmnent found it necessary to drafi a
Trading Bill to submnit to Parliament when
as he coniends his Government had no
trading concerns to whieh it _could apply.
The hon. member did not know what he
was talking about.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Do you know what
was in that draft Bill?

The PREMIER: Yes.
Hon. Frank Wilson: You do not know.

The PREMIER : Yes, I do, and I wight
say that I hope to introduce a Trading
Accounts Bill before the session closes and
there will be a little more in it than there
was in his draft Bill.

Houn. Frank Wilson: You do not know
what was in it or even what it was for.

The PREMIER: The leader of the Op-
position endeavoured to belittle the Gov-
ernment because it is part of our policy
to expend loan moneys on works of a
reproductive nature, and he explained
that that term should ecover works which
would produce sufficient interest and sink-
ing fund during the life of the loan., Be-
rause we have not been able to do that
during the last year, he hurled it against
the Government as a serious charge, and
he went on to say that we had expended
something like £600,000 on works which
conld not be fermed reproductive

[ASSEMBLY.]

said that expenditure was
in the dirveciion of land resumption,
rails and fastenings, rolling stock,
immigration, the Frernantle dock, sewer-
age, railway improvements and the econ-
struction of railways, the total loan ex-
penditure being £2,500,000 odd. Al
this  money  has  heen expended,
and the hon, member said some
of these works were nof reprodue-
tive, .\ Lew wmoments later, when speak-
ing of the total lwoan funds expended
the hon. member said the Colonial
Treasurer had  fargotien tihat the
whole of rhat money was spent ob com-
mitments  left by his  predecessors.
Iiere, on the one hand he says we do
not keep to our platform, and then on
the other he says we had to find the
money to meet his commitments. That
might be good argument for the purpose
of layiug a charge against the Govern-
ment, and causing seme little agitation
in the Labour ranks, but the hon. mem-
ber might have been honest enoughk to
say that we had to expend that money
whether we desired to do so or not.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You did not have
to spend it; you need not have spent
money on roadmaking for instance.

The PREMIER: The money already
spent on readmaking would have been
useless unless we had completed it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No. -

The PREMIER: And we are still con-
tinuing to do it and will do so until
the policy of clearing roads in our new
distriets is completed. Otherwse it wounld
be much the same as saying that we
should not expend money to complete
the rabbit-proof fence. Would it not he
absurd to erect two thousand miles of
rabhbit-proof fence and leave one hundred
miles incomplete, thus allowing the rab-
hits to ecome in and rendering the whole
expenditure waste rather than take the
balance reguired to complete the work
from loan funds?

Hon. Frank Wilson: You will have to
explain that at the next Labour eonfer-
ence.

The PREMIER: When we can expend
this money ouf of the consolidated revenue
funds, it will be done, but except in cases

and he
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of this kind the whole of the money ex-
pended from Loan funds will be on works
of a reproductive nature. The leader of
the Opposition said some of this money
had been squandered, literally squandered.
Hon. Frank Wilson: So it has been.

The PREMIER : He pointed to the pur-
chase of the sleamships as so much money
squandered. The people who are obtaining
meat at from 1d. to 3d. a pound cheaper
in many cases as a vesult of the
purchase of these steamers will appreciate
ibe expendilure of money in this direction.
That money has not been sguandered any
more than the money expended in the
construction of railways. The North-west
of our State, unfortunately, cannot be con-
nected with our railway system, it would
be too costly altogether, and the only
other method of assisting in the develop-
ment of that portion of the State is by
giving the people proper steamship faali-
iies. We are of opinion that the people
in the North-West were not getting justice
from those who were operating the ship-
ing and the meal rings. So far as the
meat guestion is concerned, the hon. mem-
her said we had squandered inoney by
opening a meat stall in the Perth markets.
It will be of interest, if I tell the hon.
member that the Treasury never spent a
single penny in conneetion with the pur-
chase and sale of the meat. The Treasury
never paid a single penny.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You got it on cre-
dit then.

The PREMIER: We established a sus-
pense account nntil the operations in con-
nection with the first shipment were con-
cluded, and we paid into that account
something over £4,000, and then with-
drew something like £4,000 from the ae-
count, leaving a balance of something like
£470 which was paid from the suspense
account into the Treasury, and the Trea-
sury never spent a single penny. If that
is squandering money, all I ean say is that
all of us would like to do if in our private
life and business. If the hon. member
cannot find heiter argnments than that,
his case must be very weak indeed. Deal-
ing with the attack T made on Mr. Hedgzes,
the member for Leederville (Mr. Gill)
pointed out that while My. Fledges prob-
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ably acted on behalf of a company in
which he has ninteen-twentieths of the
shares, it conld not be claimed that I was
unkind when I said lie took up this coun-
fry in his own personal interest.  The
leader of the Opposition asked us to ima-
gine five thousand acres of country pro-
viding the sleepers required for the Traus-
Australian railway. I never said that suel
would be the ease. At the same time I
can say that Mz, Hedges has in that five
thonsand acres of country some of the best
Jarrph country in Western Australia, and
without spending a single shilling he ecan
easily sell that timher an his land at some-
thing like £2 or £3 an acre. In faet I am
assured that he can gel even more. There
is five thousand necres of it, and he wot Lhe
block, I think, at about £2 an acre.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: I think vou said
10s. an acre,

The PREMIER: Thali is vight, ii is 10s.
an acre. And he could get £2 or £3 an

-acre for {hat timber and not have to spend

a single shilling. Of conrse he vould only
get that so long as there is a demand for
Jarrab, and he was concerned about jarrab
being used as against karri,

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are making
a scandalous statement. What price could
he get per load?

The PREMIER: I said he would get
£2 or £3 an acre royalty.

Hon. Frank Wilson : He could not get
it; it is impossible.

The PREMIER: Of course, according
to the hon. member it is impossible, but
that is what any number of settlers ip
the South-West are doing at the present
time, ~

Hon. Frank Wilson: What nonsense!
Would he get 6s. or 7s. a load in the
rough?

The PREMIER: The hon., mewber
coneluded by taking me to task for what
be termed my mean spying proclivities.
I would he somewhat ashamed of myself
and rightly too

Hon. Frank Wilson: You ouglt to be.

The PREMIER: T would be somewhat
ashamed of myself if T got down to the
same mean spying proelivities the hon.
member indulged in to ohtain matevial
with which to attack the (iovernment.
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The lion. member said the reply given him
wlen he asked for eertain information,
was an impudent cne. He said it was bo
the effect that he must wait on my door-
step until such time as I was ready to
supply the information. But what do we
discover the position to be? The hon.
member fivst of all applied o the aceouni-
ani of the Treasury Departmeni. He is
not an officer who is ever approached by
the public in matters of this kind.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Cerfainly he is.

The DPREMIER: The hon. member
would not permit that for a moment. The
person in eharge of the Treasury to sup-
ply this infermation of a public nature
is the Under-Treasurer.

Hoen. Frank Wilson: What nousense!

The PREMIER: It would be infer-
esting to know wly the leader of the Op-
position shonld go to ithe accountant
when the proper source for obtaining the
information, as the kon.member who was
Treasurer for four years well knows, is
the Under-Treasurer. The hon. member
did not go te the Under-Treasurer. He
was not satisfied with the mean spying
proeclivities which he asserts exist in
others, he went to the Government Litho-
grapher for the purpose of obtaining
some particulars.

Hon. Frank Wilson: T told you what
1 did, T went to the Government Litho-
grapher first.

The PREMIER: The lon. memher
went to the Government lithographer to
get information in connection with Gov-
ernment aecounts which had nothing to
do with that official. Tf the hon. member
desived the information he eould have
obtained it in the same way as anyone
else. But not content with this, he went
along fo the Auditor General,

Hon. Frank Wilson: 1 told the Pre-
mier and the House when I was speaking
cxaclly what T did. T went to the Gov-
ernment Lithographer first and then to
the accountant of the Treasury and the
aceouniant referred me to the Under-
Treasurer and the Tmnder-Treasurer re-
ferred me to the Premier—the proper
cowrse to follow with regard to an ilem
which is public property and whieh the
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Premier then tried fo hide. which he is
frying to do now.

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The Pre-
mier gave wav to tle hon. member and I
cannot allow lbim to make a long speech
in explanation which should be made

afterwards.
The PREMIER: T asked for an ex-
plapation why a reply was sent fo

the leader of the Opposition of such a
nature as conld be termed impudent. The
L'nded-Treasurer wrote a minute as fol-
lows:—

1 Lave vead the vemarks of {he
leader of the Opposition in regard to
certain information that he lad asked
for from the Treasury ac¢countant, not
the Under-Treasurer: and I shall be
glad if you will be good enough Lo have
an independent inquiry made of what
took place from the time Mr. Wilson
asked the question to the time when he
obtained his answer.

Hon. Frank Wilson: T never got the
snswer,

The Treasury accountant reported io
me that he bad been asked to supply
the information and requested instrue-
tions. 1 immediately obtained Hansard
for the purpose of seeing what you had
said on the subject, and visited your
office for the purpose of obtaining your
instruetions personally, but you were
busy at the time, and T requested your
secretary to bring the ipatter under
vour notiece. The instruetions I ob-
tuined ware that it was a “land matter
and that you would supply the infor-
mation.”’ T relurned to wy oflice and
agked the Treasury accountant whether
he hiad been requested to personally
supply the information or whether it
was Intended that I should reply; and
he informed me that he had been asked
to supply it. I said “Very well then.
vou must Turnish the reply,” at the
same Lime conveving to him Lhe words
ahove stated. T know nolhing further
of the matier; but al the same time
the Under-Treasurer’s name has been
mentioned, and T {herefore hope that
yon will have a report from the other
officers concerned.
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The secreiary to the IPremier wrote as
follows :—

In response to vour request 1 heg to
add my few remarks with regard to the
recent inquivies from the Hon. Frank
Wilson. The first moment the matter
was brought under my personal notice
was when My, Eliot, Under-Tveasurer,
asked me for a copy of the Hansard
contaimng the Budget speech. He then
came to this office with that portion of
the Budgef, page 2540, beginning “an
inerease in salaries” down to “Litho-
grapher £1,250.” Mr. Eliot stated that
Mr. Wilson was asking for an explana-
tion of the figures and that as they were
not supplied by i{he Treasury (and by
the way, as they were shown on both
sides of the ledger il was net a serious
matter) he thonght that the department
concerned should furnish an explana-

tion. T then entered vour room with
the Mansard. Yon spoke to Mr.
Bath

Tmmediately I got the request I rang for
M. Bath.

and then requested me to inform Mr.
Eliot that “Mr. Bath would supply yon
(the Premier) with the information and
vou would have it conveyed to the Hon.
Frank Wilson.” This is all T know
abont the matter until the remarks
ahout “an impudent felephone message”
and “sitting npon the Premier’s door-
step” were mentioned by you to me.
May 1 add, no message of any kind
was sent from either of the rooms con-
trolled by von as Premier in connec-
tion with this matter, and therefore it
is essentially a Treasury matter and
not a Premier’s office one.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Will you apolo-
pise then for the message you sent?

The Minister for Lands: Walt until
the Premier has finished.

The PREMIER: Then I asked Mr.
Rundell, the Treasury accountant to give
his view and he reported—

Yesterday morning Mr. Wilson vang
me np and desired to know if the £1,250
due by the Lands Depariment to the
Litho Department on 30th June, 1911,
and not paid until the following fnan-
cial year was for special services or
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the ordinary department work. I told

him I thought it was the latter, but I

would have it looked up and he would

he advised later. I looked up the point
and informed ihe Under-Treasurer and
asked for his instruetions as to reply-
ing to Mr. Wilson. The Under-Trea-
surer imstructed me not to supply the
information until after he had seen you.

Afler having seen you, the Under-

Treasurer requested me to ring up Mr,

Wilson and inform him “that any in-

formation he desired would be supplied

by the Premier on applying to him.”

L rang Mr. Wilson ap in the afternoon

hut he was not at his offiee, I then de-

livered the following message to the
lady who answered the telephone: “In
velerence to the information required
by Mr. Wilson re £1,250 due by the

Lands to the Litho, Department, will

vou please inform Mr. Wilson that I

referred the matter to the Under Trea-

surer, who referrved it to the Premier,
and T wae instructed to advise him (Mr,

Wilson) that any information he de-

sired the Hon. the Premier would be

pleased to supply it on his applying
to him.”

Mxr. Moore: Red tape.

The PREMIER: Let me point oul that
if it is red tape the present leader of the
Opposition is responsible for having in-
troduced it. The definite instructions
eiven by ihe ex-Colenial Treasurer, the
present lender of the Opposition, to the
oflicers of the various departmenls was
that no information was to be supplied
to the publie, ineluding members of Par-
liament, apart from what was already
published and supplied, except by the
consent of and through the Minister in
charge of the department.

Han. Frank Wilson: This is published.

The PREMIER: If it was puoblished
there was 1o need for details. I cnee ap-
plied to the Under Treasurer for delails
of the amount paid by way of subsidy
and special grants to munieipalities and
roads hoards, and I was told that I must
apply to the Treasurer for information
other than was given in the Publie Ae-
counts,

Hon. Frank Wilson: No.
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The PREMIER: The Under Treasurer
tells me definitely that that was the in-
struction, and it is borne out by the fack
that on that oceasion I applied to the
then Acting Treasuver; and the Minister
for Mines has a minute now on the files
in connection with the Mines and Rail-
ways Departments. Also the reply 1 ve-
ceived was, “I will look into the question
and give you the details later”; and a
week later at my private address I re-
ceived the information I required, The
Lon, member can exeuse himself as much
ns he likes, but the fact remains that the
ingtructions were given that no delails
should be given to the public or to a mem-
ber of Parliament beyond what ivas
shown in the Public Accounts and pub-
lished through the newspapers, unless by
permission and through the Treasurer.
Now the hon. member complains that 1
sent him a reply that ke was to sit on my
deorstep. But that is wrong. I did what
he would have done. I rang up the Min-
isler immediately concerned, and asked
him to get the details, and he replied that
Le would get them and supply them.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What have you
done with them?

The Minister for Lands: T handed them
ta you hefore yon made vour speech.

Hon. Frank Wilson: All it snid was
“self-explanatory.”

The PREMIER: When I asked for in-
formation and was told I eould secure it
through the Minister I was glad enough
to go to the Minister and get if, and 1
did not come Lo the House and aceuse
anyone of prying proclivities. The hon.
member was not the one to do that. He
had to e¢ome to the House and get some
kudos out of it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It is for me to
go to the publiec offcer for the informa-
tion and get it.

The PREMIER: The officer is not
always in the position to sapply it. Did
the hon. memher go to Mr. Randell be-
cauze his father was a good Liberal?

Hoen. Frank Wilson: Rubbish! What
uext! They are all good Liberals.

The PREMIER : The hon.
would never dream of doing that! He
knows his marks in the publie service
the same as most of us. When I wanted

member
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information I looked to the Minister to
obtain it.

Hon, Frank Wilsen: I will not go to
the Minister.

The PREMIER: Then you will not
wet it,

Hou., Frank Wilson: I will go to the
publie officer and I will get it.

The PREMIER: If the hon. member
wants information that is not supplied
lo the rest of the public he will get it
from the Minister or go without it.

Hon, Frank Wilson:; If T eannot get
it from the officers I will get it from this
House. 1t T do not get it here I will
wet it through snother place,

My, Lewis: So theve!

The PREMIER: We will let it go at
that.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I will see you
far enough hefore I sit on your doorstep.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hon. Frank Wilson : Just like the mem-
bher for Mount Margaret said the other
night!

The CHAIRMAXN: I will ask the houn.
membher to keep order.

Hon. Frank Wilson: T am guite willing
if the others will do the same,

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

The PREMIER: The leader of the
Opposition said that, having renewed the
appointment of Mr. Short as Commis-
sioner of Railways, we apparently had
dropped our policy of bvinging the rail-
ways under ministerial control, but the
hon, member will probably learn witlh
some plensure the fact that in offering
that reappointment to Mr. Short we safe-
guarded the position by providing that
if at any time the railways should he
brought under ministerial control he
would accept the position of General
Manager and have ne claim against the
Government for loss of office. 8o we
have safeguarded the pesition. If Par-
liament decides to bring the railways
under ministerial control Mr. Short will
become General Manager without any
right of elaim to compensation for loss
of office, That would ot have been doue
by our friends opposite. This brings me
to the point referred to by the member for
Toodyny (Mr. A. N. Plesse} who was
very harvd up for arguments on financial
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matters and had to refer to certain por-
ters being asked what platform a
train started from and to certain lug-
gage.. It reminded me of the laly who
went up to a porter and asked what fime
the next train went to Midland Junction,
and the porter, who had a nasal growth,
replied, “A quarter past four.” A litfle
afterwards, the lady eame back again and
asked what time the train left for
Midland Junction, The porter said, “A
quarter pasi four’” She came baeck 2
third time and asked the same question.
The porter replied, “A quarter past four:
but T told you that before The lady
said, “Never mind; my little bny likes
to hear vou talk.” That is the strengih
of the hon. member’s criticism of the
Government, I would like to make soinz
further reference to the State steamship
service. [ have pointed out that the
“Iwinana” and “Eucla” are operaling
suecessfully not only in the intevests of
the State, but also in the interests of
many of our settiers who have previonsly
been very hard pushed by the machina-
tions of the meat ring; and we are jusi
at present at our wits’ end to know how
to cope with all the bookings, and the
manager of the steamship service has
urged the Government to purehase a third
steamer to put on the North-West eoast.
We are considering the desirability of
asking Parliament for permission to de
0.

Hon. Frank Wilson: At last you arc
asking Parlinment!

The PREMIER: The manager of the
State steamship service writes—

The s.5 “Kwinana” has =0 Tar heen
very successful. Every trip she has
had as large a shipment of stock as
she has been able to carry. The steamer
has made four trips te the North-West
and one to the Eastern States. und has
now left Wyndham on the ffth trip
nortbhward. She makes another trip to
Carnarven for 9,000 sheep; thevenfter
she immediately proceeds to Bunbury
to load aboul 2,500 loads of jarrah for
Millars’ Timber and Trading Company,
Limited, fréight, 30s. per load.

The member for Mount Margaret smiles.
We were not foolish enough to fall into
the error our friends opposite apparently
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thought we would, and some of
friends representing the shipping comn-
panies, that after the meat trade with
the North-West carne to an end we wonld
lay up our steamers at Fremantle until
the next season eommenced, bat we are
going to employ our steamers in the in-
terests of all {rades in the State, and
we have decided, if necessary, {n eamry
timber, and we do not worry whether
we are earning 30s. a load from Miilars'
combine or anyone else, se long as it
is legitimate trade in the interests of ihe
State. Tle letter proceeds—
The matter of back-loading s heing

arranged.

ITon. Frank Wilson: What is the baeck-
loading?

The PREMIER: It will probably be
stock or coal. The letter proceeds—

On the return from New Zealand, the
steamer can be deviated into Melbourne
for 200 cows for the Agrieultural De-
partment, and 2,000 sheep from Port
Lineoln fer a settler at Nannup.
Hon. Frank Wilson: Store sheep for

Holmes! She has to bring the halance of
Holmes’ yet,
The PREMIER.: The letter goes on—
After the New Zealand trip I have
booked a full cargo for the Eastern
States——
I am not geing to announce the nature of
the eargo

their

For mnext{ season the programme at-
tached is sufficient guarantee of the
entire success of the “Kwinana™ f{or
thic next twelve monil's at leasl.

Thereafter another business of an inter-
esting nature will commence,

S.s. “Western Australia,”—I am per-
fectly satisfied with this steamer, and
feel confident of her success on the
North-West coast. For the flrst trip
she has between 500 and 600 tons of
general cargo, which is extremely good
at this time of the year, Nearly every
merchant in Perth and Fremantle has
shipped by us I have hooked
space to the value of £1,000 during the
sumamer  months, which iz extremely
unuseal.

Mr. Allen: He is pulling vour leg,
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The PREMIER: The hon. member is
judging by the ease with which people get
his leg.

Mr. Allen: I know a little more about
shipping than you are ever likely to
know.

The PREMIER: I regret exceedingly
one remark the leader of ihe Opposition
made when replyiog te an interjection
by the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green)
that he had so little concern about the gold-
tields that he would not miss the member
for Kalgoorlie and the Eastern Goldfields
if he took them to the Eastern States.
Judging by the action of our predecessors
in enlting down considerably the vote for
ihe encouragement of the mining indus-
try, at last he has stated publiely what
for a long time he has refrained from
saying. The hon. gentleman eriticised our
aeftions in showing on the Estimates that
we anticipated a loss in eonnection with
the operation of our State batteries. As
I have said previously, unless I could be
assured by those in countrol of our var-
ious undertakings that we ecan show a
profif, I was going to make Parliament
acquainted on the Financial Statement
with their true position. This is the
first honest estimate of anficipated rev-
enue and expenditure of State batteries
ever presented to Parliament. I am not
ashamed of the fact that we have a loss
on the State battery system. It has done
magnificent work in lelping to open up
new goldfields and keep others alive.

Mr, Harper: In elosing themy down.

Mr. Munsie: You did enough of that in
the management of the mines you man-
aged.

Mvy. Havper: You shut up.

The CITAIRMAN : Orxder !

The PREMIER: The wmember for
Toodyay (Mr. A, N, Piesse) smid it was
unwise that we should agree to lose £5,000
on ihe operations of the State battery
system, but, as the Minister for Mines
explained by interjection, the hon. mem-
ber has no complaint to make against the
general taxpaver losing £12,000 by the
carriage of fertilisers on the railways.

¥Mr. A, N. Piesse: That is more than re-
paid.
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The PREMIER: Does noi the opera-
tion of the State batteries more than re-
pay?

Mr. A. N. Piesse: It is your only hope
to-day, a big harvest. .

The PREMIER: 1 have been extremely
surprised and regret exceedingly that our
friends who, when they were on this side
of the House, were s¢ optimistic about
the operations of our various trading con-
cerns, particularly the State batteries, and
the assistance rendered to agrieulturists,
now, when sitting in Opposition, should
be such croakers, and should oiL every
oceasion decry the enterprises of the
State. I admit that they do not altogether
forget the goldfields. It was only during
the last week or so we found some re-
ference made in the papers in connection
with statements made in London which
were not to the credit of the present
leader of the Opposition. T refer to this
in order to show the hon. member not only
that he did a great deal by way of cut-
ting down votes on the Estimates to in-
jure the gold-miaing industry but that he
did a great deal more injury by that noted
boom speech he made at the Palace hotel
in conneetion with the Bullfineh goldfield,
whieh is heing felt considerably by the in-
dustry at the present moment. It has done
more harm than anything clse in Western
Australia so far as the industry is con-
cerned,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Nothing I said has
doue any. harm to Western Australia.

The PREMIER: The chairman of the
Murechison Associaled, Mr. Bertie Went-
worth Vernon, speaking at the ordinary
general meeling of shareholders in Lon-
don on the 3rd Oetober last, said—

Now let me say a few words about
the Bullfineh. There is not the slightest
deubt that we have made a very sen-
ous loss there, and no une deplores that
loss more sincerely than your direc-
tors, who like yourselves, are sharebold-
ers; in fact we are the pringipal share-
holders, and the principal losses natur-
ally fall upon us, I eannot really be-
lieve that any shareholder would con-
sider us to blame for our action in the
malter. The facts of the case were be-
fore them all, and I am sure that they
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will be much too fair and too just and
too generous to blame us for what has
taken place. At the same time, as it is
just possible that there might be some
shareholders who might take a different
view, I shonld like o be allowed 4o re-
call to youwr memory the circumstances
inder which we entered upon this un-
dertaking. When the existence of rich
ore bodies had been proved at the Bull-
finch Proprietary mine, the Premier of
West Anstralia referred to it in his
speech at the opening of Parliament in
October, 1910—it was at the opening
of Parliament, not an after-dinner
speech. He used the following words:—
“Fven Kalgoorlie and the Golden Mile
sink into insignificanee when one listens
to the reports with vegard to this pro-
perty, which bids fair to eclipse any-
thing discovered in the history of the
Stale. So good, indeed, are the reports
from (mstworthy sources that they are
almost beyond eredence” Well, this
naturaliy attracted world-wide alten-
tion, and as several recognhised mining
anthorities also made confirmatory
statements, there was a great rush to
seenre leases, hundreds of which were
laken up over a tract of country of
about ten miles. Now then, to show you
that it was not merely an after-dinner
speech, and that the Government fuliy
believed in those reports, 1 may say
that the Government of Westralin were
s0 convinced of the permanency of the
goldfield that they expended a large
sum in extending the railway a distance
of 22 miles, and laving down a water
pipe line all this distance. What the
Premier of West Aunstralia said was a
direct invitation to the world to come
to tlus new goldfield, and if any justi-
fieation of our action in the matter were
required it is contained in what I have
read to you. Of course, we are very
" sorry for this loss, but it is no use ery-
ing over spilt milk.
Hon, Frank Wilsun :
they take up ?

The Minister for Mines : They took
up shares in the Proprietary, I think.

Hon. Frank Wilson : I do not ihink
80.

What leases did
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The PREMIER :  Whatever shares
they took up they suffered a tremendous
loss by reason of the boom speech which
was delivered by the present leader of
the Opposition. I just want to explain
again, becanse the hon. member repeated
the statement, although I denied it, that
in vegard to the reappointment of Mr.
Jull by our predecessors, I took no exeep-
tion to it. I tock exeeption to the manner
in whieh the re-appointment was made
and 1 challenge the leader of the Opposi-
tion to show e in any statement that I
made where I referred o Mr. Jull's re-
appointment in other terms thawe the
manter in whieh it was made. 1 said at
the time that the appointment had been
carefully kept in the background until
after llie Legislative Counecil elections
liad been concluded, and at those elee-
tions Mr. Gregory was a candidate. I
never in any way reflected upon Mr. Jull.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Yes yon did.

The PREMIER: I did not, and I did
not ohjeet to bis reappointment, and the
hon. member can vefresh his memory by
looking up the statements which I made.

Hon. Frank Wilson : You said’ thal
it had not gone through Executive Coun-
cil and that it was not too late to stop it.

The PREMIER: I said that while
Mr. Jull had the reappointment in writ-
ing it had not been agreed to by Execu-
tive Council and thus it was not legally
binding, although Mr, Jull would have
bad a claim against the Government. In
any case it shows the calibre of our pre-
decessors when they offer a man an ap-
pointment many months previeusly, and
then do not eonfirm it. Why did they
not confirm it? Becanse they knew that
if it was immediately approved by Ex-
ecutive Council the public would be-
come aware of it and thev did not want
it made public o the eve of the Lepis-
Iative Couneil election in whieh Mr, Gre:-
ory was a candidate. Then again the
leader of ihe Opposition says that we
have proposed te come to an agreement
with the Commonwealth in gouneetion
with the transfer of the Savines Bank
of the State to their eontrel, and he re-
gretted that we are doing that without
the approval of Parliament. Does not
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the hon. member know that we ecannot
bind auything in eomnection with the
Savings Bank except with the approval
of Parliament? There is a Savings Bank
Act in foree and nothing ean be done
without parliamentary sanction. I told
the hon. member, by way of interjection,
that we proposed to submit our terms for
parliamentary approval befure anvthing
final was arived at. Perhaps the two
main points made by the leader of the
Opposition were in connection with the
water supplies and Suspense Account in
connection with the Victoria Quay. ~Let
me deal with the water supply first. The
hon. member stated that the estimated
expenditure shown on the Estimates was
£76,000 in connection with the metropoli-
tan supply, and the estimated revenue
was £100,000, and that the balance,
£24,000, was being improperly applied to
Consolidated Bevenue and used for the
purposes of redueing the deficit, The
facis of the case are that the esti-
mated expenditure of £76.000 includes, as
vegards interest and sinking fund. only
the amounts pavahle in respect of deben-
tures jssued under the MMetropolitan
Water Supply Act. In a number of in-
stances we have in the past issued moneys
to the Metropolitan Water Supply and
accepted their debentures on’ behalf of
the Savings Bank, and we have made a
charge against the revenue to the Wafer
Supply Department, the interest charges
on those debentures to the Savings Bank.

Hon. Frank Wilson: TIs £46,000 the
interest? Give us the figures.

The PREMIER: These debentuves
have provided funds for the construction
of water supply works. The waterworks
are finaneed ont of debenture funds but
the money fov the sewerage and storm
water drainage is provided from Gereral
T.oan Funds. Interest and sinking fund
charges, in respect of general Loan Funds
are of course not shown in the Estimates
nnder the headings of these several de-
partments, but are ineluded in the divi-
sion Tor expenditure under Special Acts.
The hon. member would know that. The
amount expended from Generai T.oan
Fund on metropolitan sewerage and
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storm water drainage on the 30th June
last was £326,542.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The Minister for
Works said £350,000.

The PREMIER: The liability for this
amount will be taken over by the metro-
politan system under Section 126 of the
Metropolitan Water Supply Aect, 1009,
in aceordanece with which seetinn interest
on the amount at four per cent, and a
sinking fund contribution of ohe per cent.
per annum, will be chargeable againgt the
mefropolitan undertakings, The sum so
chargeable, in accordance with the Act,
for the eurrent year will thus amount to
over £26,000 on the capital liability to
be taken over as at the 30th June last.
In addition there will be a further sum
as capital charges of the same nature on
the expenditure frorn General Loan Fund
in the ewrrent year. The total amount of
these charges will be about £28,000, as
against a balance of only £24,000 esti-
mated to be available from operations of
the undertaking after providing for work-
ing expenses and capilal charges on the
special debentures. It will thus be quite
clear that the metropolis is not, a% sng-
zested by the lender of the Opposition,
being exploited through the water and
sewerage charges for the purpose of mak-
ing up defieits on other undertakings.
The general revenue has to come to their
assistance to the tune of about £4,000.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They have no
right to do it.

The PREMIER: How would the hon.
member do it? If he cannot grasp the
position T would advise him to read my
statement in Hansard to-morrow.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What is the total
amount of interest and sinking fund?

The PREMIER: The sum of £35,000
will be the interest charges for the year.

Hon. Frank Wilson : And the £46,000%

The PREMIER : And £46,000.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It must be more
than that.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
will know that we are showing a balance
of £24,000 which he said we are impro-
perly applying to the Consolidated Rev-
enune, hut we have to take from rev-
enne £25,000 to ineet the interest charzes.
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Hon, Prank Wilson:; Your figures show
£40,000 difference.

The PREMIER: An estimated ex-
penditure of £76,000 is shown.

Hon. Frank Wilson: TIneluding
£46,000 for intevest and sinking fund?

The PREMIER: The leader of the
Oppeosition said that there was an esti-
_ mated revenue of £100,000, and the bal-
ance of £24000 was being applied in
order to reduce the defieit. Let me repeat
that the facts of the case are that the
estimated expenditure of £76,000 in-
cludes, as regards interest and sinking
fund, only the amounts payable in re-
spect of debentures issned. The balance
of the interest amounts to £28,000 and we
have only £24,000 to meet these charges.
so that we shall have to find £1,000.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What legal right
had you to put this into the Tistimates
al all?

The PREMIER: The hon. member will
find it if he looks it up. In connection
wilh the Goldfields Water Supply, the
leader of the Opposition inguired what
had happened o it that it should be in
such a poor state that the shortage was
estimated at about £435,000 as apainsl
£27,000 for the year 1911-12. The short-
age anticipated for this year is £43,000
and the renson for this should be well
known to anyone having but the slightest
acquaintance with the fortunes and pros-
peats of this great nndertaking,

Hon, Frank Wilson: Who wrote the
statoment out for you ?

The PREMIER : T have it all here ;
let the hon. member take it kindly.
There is much less excuse for the leader
of the Opposition to plead ignorance of
causes which must have been prominent-
ly under his notice during the recent
period when he was directly controiling
this work. It is well known that the
bulk of the revenue is derived from the
big Kalgoorlie mines and it is equally well
known that those mines, taken as a whole,
are not so prosperous as they have been.
From causes which are beyond the con-
trol of any Government, the water
revenue from this source is slowly de-
ereasing. It has consequently been con-
sidered prudent not to atlow in the cur-

[120] .
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rent year's Estimates for any increase of
gross revenue, from this undertaking,
although the expansion of the system
in the agricuitural towns and districts
will, for this year, it is estimated, make
up for any decrease of goldfields revenue.
The total expenses are estimnated at a
sam nearly £16,000 greater than in the
year hefore ? Of this amount nearly
£5,000 is represented by incremsed pay-
ments for interest and sinking fund, due
to additional construction, and about
£11,000 is for working expenses. The
anticipated increase in working expenses
is not due to any addition to adminis-
trative costs, but is accounted for prin.
cipally by the necessity for increased atten-
tion to the pipe main and to increasing
pumnping costs due to higher cost of fuel
and other causes. There is in this in.
crease nothing exceptional or unforeseen
and it has been foreshadowed for years
in the reports of the departmental
officers, The leader of the Opposition’s
allegations as to the squeezing cf the
farmers on one hand, while with the other
giving relief to the goldfields commun.
ities, by way of decreased charges are
equelly erroneous. There has heen no
reduction on tho goldfields, with tho ex-
ception that the Mines Department have
arranged, with the object of keeping
certain struggling mines in operation, to
give a small measure of assistance by
paying portion of the water bill out of the
votes of the Mines Department. The
amount involved is very small indeed and
no portion of it is debited against the Gold-
fields Water Supply underteking. As
regards the allegation that the farmers
are heing squeezed in respect to water
supply, the actual facts are quite opposed
to this. Immediately on assuming office
the present Government sanctioned ex-
tensions in the agricultural distriets
aggregating 110 miles of piping. Many
of these extensions had for years been
under negotiation between the settlers
and the previous Government. The
present Ministry sammarily dropped all
this bargaining and gave the farmers
the water they so badly needed in time
to relieve them during the past saummer
of much distress from want of water in

the districts affected. Water was given

¢
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free from these extensions until the end
of last yesr, and although the rating
system approved by Parliament was then
brought into force, the free standpipes
were not closed down until the dry
season had practically ceased. Let me
say in conmection with the hon. mem-
ber’s statement, that we are dealing with
this in the same fashion as he dealt with
the Estimates on one occasion when he
admitted that he received certain revenue
under the land tax which he did not
submit to Parliament—which he had not
submitted to Parliament, and had no
authority to provide on his Estimates.

Hon. Frank Wilson: There was no
Act for that.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
admits there was no Act for it, yet he
showed it on his Estimates. He knows
full well that we have decided to amalga-
mate our water supplies, and that to
operate them as an amalgamation we re-
quire an Act of Parliament. The Bill
for that will be duly submitted, it is ready
now.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You must repeal
this first.

The PREMIER: Liberal CGovern-
ments of the past have been responsible
for the establishment of State hotels
without authority, and we are now ask-
ing euthority to carry on the State hotel
at Cwalia, and to ecarry on the Caves
House at Yallingup, because there is no
authovity for those establishments. In
another case also they said it was neces-
sary to have an Act of Parliament, but
they did not bring it in. A Bill will be
introduced in conncetion with this pro-
cedure, and in the meantime the usunal
accounts for the several undertakings are
being kept strictly in accordance with
the existing provisions. We show it in
& certain form on our Estimates in accord-
ance with our pelicy, but in the mean.
time we keep within the four corners of
the Act by keeping the accounts separate-
Iy, so that in the event of Parliament not
agraeing to the proposition, we have done
nothing illegal, and can easily return to
the former position.

Hon. Frank Wilsen : Parliament will
not pass it.
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The PREMIER : The hon. member
is not in a position now to say what
Parliament will do. . . .

Hon. Frank Wilken: You' have no
right to take the citizens’ money to swell
your revenue ; that is what you are
doing, contrary to the law of the land.

Mr. Thomas: Who is making the
spezch ?

The CHATRMAN : Order!

The PREMIER : It is specially pro-
vided in the measure we propose to pre-
gsent to Parliament that in the books of
the department the accounts of the
several undertakings shall be kept strict-
ly separate. Notwithstending the amal-
gamation, we are going to follow a course
which will show the exact proceedings
all along tho line. The country has no
need to fear that we will do anything
which cannot be investigated in the full
light of day, or in any degree adopt those
tactics which have been imputed to us
by the leader of the Opposition. The
hon. member knows well that he had
drafted a Trading Accounts Bill in order
that it would not he necessary to show
the accounts in a form differenl from that
in which we are showing them. But it
will be essential to submit a profit and
loss account showing how wo are oper-
ating. The hon. member desires us to
do this, but as soon as he {inds we are
doing it he has all sorts of objections to
offer. The hon. member made a great
desl put of the suspense account in con-
nection with the strengthening of the
Victoria quay, but he forgot to tcll the
House that the operation had heen de-
cided upon before the present Covern-
ment came into office. Perhaps he could
tell us the reasons why he concluded it
would be better to do it by the system
finally adopted rather than that sug-
gested by the Engineer-in.Chief ¢

Hon. Frank Wilson : What was that ?

The PREMIER : The hon. member
knows full well, and he can take another
opportunity of telling the House al}
about it. However, this had been de-
cided upon before we came into office.
While we agreed to the conditions then

Y

preveailing, we were not in any way re- -

sponsible for the position, and even if -
we were responsible for having created
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that suspense account, and not charging
the Consolidated Revenue with the
whole of the amount in that year, we
would only have done what our prede-
cessors did on several ocoeasions.

Hon. Frank Wilson : No, we charged
ours up against the Consolidated
Revenue.

. The PREMIER : Let me point out
where our predecessors did it. The
Harbour Trust discovered that owing to
the inroads made by the teredo the
wharves at Fremantle had become dan.
gerous. They approached our prede.
cessors end pointed out that if they had
to do the strengthening of the quay they
could not find the money in any one year,
no less a sum than £100,000 being requir-
ed at once. They asked the Covern-
ment in the first instance to provide the
money, and, in accordance with the Act
governing the Fremantle harbour, to
charge them with the amouant, and allow
them to pay it back by a certain sum each
year until the account should be finally
wiped out.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Don't speak so
fast ; we cannot understand you.

The PREMIER : That was agreed to,
and was fixed up before we came along.
We agreed that it was the best that could
be done, and each year the Harbour Trust
is to pay us £20,000 until the whole
amount has been wiped out. And al-
though the money was expended last
year and £34,000 carried forward. £20,000
of that is shown on the Estimates this year,
and only £14,000 is left to be paid, and
that is being paid, not by Consolidated
Revenue, but by the Harbour Trust.
That is exactly what our friends did
illegally for the Fremantle municipality
in a smaller way. They promised the
Fremantle municipality when in diffi
culties, and when they badly desired
to get Mr. Murphy elected, that they
would lend the Fremantle Municipal
Council £5,000, and make arrangements
for recovery when the council could pay
it. Tt was only by the sale of certain
lands at Fremantle to the Commonwealth

- that the council managed to recoup the
[ Treasury.
Hon. Frank Wilson : Stick to this,
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The PREMIER : I am giving a similar
instence. However, I will stick to this,
as the hon. member suggests, and I will
give an authority accepted by Parlia.
ment, namely, the report of the Auditor
General.

Hon, Frank Wilson : What about this
itern here {

The PREMIER : I have explained it.
By an arrangement with the Harbour
Trust it was agreed to extend it over
saveoral years.

Hon. Frank Wiison : But you tock all
the revenue to credit.

The PREMIER : Of cowrse wo tonk
it to the Treasury. W spent the money
from public account, and when the Trust
pays it back we will put it to credit.
The Harbour Trust owed us £34,000, and
we are cavrying over the balance owing
to us by the Trust.

Hon., Frank Wilson: You eannot do
that.

The FPREMIER : The hon. member
did it. ‘

Hon. Frank Wilson : Ne, we debited
up the amount we spent in that yvear.

The PREMIER : Practically the wlhole
of this was expended before we cmme
inta office.  Will the hon. member tell
me that this money was expended while
he was Treasurer, and that he ®new
nothing about the operation ?

Hon. Frank Wilson: It was 1ot ex-
pended then ; it was expended in your
time.

The PREMIER : Nonsense. I will
tell the Committee that if they go to the
file they will find that it was undertaken
by arrangement by the departmental
officers, and that the Treasurer know
nothing about it when this arrangement
was fixed up.

. Hon. Frank Wilson: Wo spent £9,446
and we charged it up to the expenditure
of our year. You spent £34,000 and you
did not charge it up at all, but put it to
the Treasurer’s Advance Account.

The PREMIER : Let me again point
out that it is in the nature of an advance
to the Fremantle Harbour Trust.

Hon. Frank Wilson: But you cannot
make such an advance.

The PREMIER: Then the hon.
mentber should not have made that ad

P ’
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vance to the Fremantle Municipal Counail,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Nonsense, that
ia & different thing. One is an expen-
diture on public works ; you cannot get
that back.

The CHAIRMAN : I must ask hon,
membera t0 keep order. These inter-
ruptions are highly disorderly, and I am
not going to allow them any longer.

The PREMIER : Lot me read an ex.
tract from the report of the Fremantle
Herbour Trust daeted 30th June, 1912,
This report was presented before the hon.
meinber made his attack in this direction,
Tt is a8 follows :—

A disturbing element in the final
figures this year has been the heavy
expenditure necessary in the renswal
of Victoria quay owing to the ravages
of teredo in the piles and other timber
work under water. The amount ex-
pended on this work was £65,724 19s.
7d. (of which £636 17s. 8d. was ex-

. pended direct from Trust's revenue),
and in addition to this further ex.
penditure of o similar nature will he
incurred during the ensuing year, ag
the piles of the north guay are rapidly
becoming eaten out, and probably the
whole quay will require renewing in
the immediate future. By an arrange.
mont with the Colonial Treasurer a
saum of £65,088 1s. 11d. was spent on
this renewal work by the Public Warks
Department, from State funds, it
being agreed that the annual cash
surpluses frorn the Trust should be
devoted towards reimbursing the
Treasurer. Under this agreement,
therefore, this year's cash surplus of
£27,580 18s. 7d. has been so applied, and
from the present outlock it would
appear that the cash surpluses from
the next three of four years will have
to be similarly dealt with. Tn this
connection a new lability will be
noticed in the balance sheet, namely,
* Colonial Treasurer’s Advence Ac-
count ' £37,507 3s. 4d., representing
the balance dus to the Treasurer at
30th June on account of this special
renewal work., This liability will be
gradually cleared from revenus, and in
the meantime a corresponding asset will
appear as * Victoria Quay and North
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Quay Wharf Renewals  Account.”
There is the evidence thai the arrange
ment was entered into between our pre-
decessors and the Trust in order to allow
this work to be done at once, to be done in
one year as reguired. Tet me admit for
the purpose of argument that the ereation
of this suspense account was uol in ae-
cordance with the terms of the Audit Act,
and that the possibilities are that the
Auditor General will make a report to
Parliament, and that hon. members will
he asked to consider whether or not our
action waz a wise one. It was the only
posgible method of allowing (he Trust to
strengthen the wharf promptly at a eriti-
eal juneture. The money had to be found,
the Truost could not find it, and rightly, the
Government came to their assistance. As
we are repaid this amount the Snspense
Account will be eredited with il. Cuwr
predecessors frequently eslablished similar
suspense necounls, and bave nol been very
particular about clearing them off. Tale
the timber tramway in Lhe Cue distriel,
In respect to thal the Auditor General
wrote the following minute:—

As  the Treasurer’s approval for
charging (his expenditure was subject
to the passing of the Trading Bill which
did not become Ilaw. it will therefore
be neeessary for all expenditure in con-
nection with the timber tramway now
charged to Suspense Aceount fo  be
debited to an appropriation.

Then we have this minute from the Under-
Treazurer—

In the balance sheet on 31st Mareh
last the debit to the timber tramway
(Cue distriet) Suspense Account was
£11,836 Is. 4d. Will yon please say
whether T am to increase the deficit by
that amount by dehiting Consolidated
Revenue Fund. This is a going concern,
becanse on the other side of {he balance
sheet, under Trust Fund, the credit to
Sinking T'und stands at £2,239.

The TUnder-Treasurer—IL was in
fended that this should be an advane
aceount, 1o be nitimately wiped ont b:
the repayment of the tramway peopl
Plense so treat il.—F, Wilson, Coloni:
Treasurer. ‘
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I'ne Auditor General—l'or your in-
formation—L. S. FEliot, Under-Treas-
urer.

Therefore it was not an advance o a
Harbour Trust operating in the interests
of the Slate, but to a private cowmpany
who were supplying ficewood to the mines
in the Cue distriet, yet it was legal for
the hon. member to make an advance to
the eompany and create a suspense ac-
ronnt unfil they were able to repay the
amount.

Hon. Frank Wilson: We had the rails
and fastenings.

The PREMIER: The hon. wember had
the rails and fastenings, but he handed
them over to the company on the under-
standing that if they were not worn out
hie would take them back. There may be a
difference in the accounlts, but the fact re-
mains that the hon. member did not charge
the amount up and add it to the defieit
which he asked me lo do last year in con-
neelion with this Vietorin Quay aceount.
Tn regard to the Franeo-British Txhihi-
tion, the Auditor General’s report shows
that the expenditure to the 30th June,
1908, was £11.975 0s. 3d. Queries were
raised by the audit on the Arst items
charged and the Aunditor General wrote to
the Under-Treasurer—

As the Estimates do not diselose any
provision for expenditure as above,
kindly say how the matter is dealt with.

Mr, Whitely the Undec-Treasure.
wrofe—

The amount is debited 1o a suspense
aceounl.  See File No. 29847 herewith,

And then lhe Auditor General wrote to
the Under-Treasurer—

Are these or any of them final
charges? [f so, von are aware they
mnst be charged to a vote of Parliament
or Treasurer’s advance, and in such
case | would be glad to know the rea-
son which exists for not giving effect
lo the law. Am T correct in asswmning
they will not be included as expenditnre
under revenue or loan in the enrreney
of the present vear.

for

The Under-Treasnrer veplied—

Treasury file herewith is my authorily
for passing these payments,
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Then the correspondence goes on till the
Eollowing mrinuie reaches the Colonial
Treasurer from the Under-Treasurer :—

As the Trading Accounts Bill has not
passed Parliament, [ think that the ex-
pendilure should be treated as an ad-
vance till the net cost of the Exhibition
has been ascertained after the sale of
the exhibits, and then a debit can be
made against Consolidated Revenue
Funds.

Mr. Wilson marked that “approved.”
Hon. Frank Wilson: That was done.
The PREMIER: Yes, but the expendi-

ture had been incurred in a eertain year

and had not heen charged np and shown
in the aceounts.

Flon. Frank Wilson: But we had the
money there.

The PREMIER: If the money was
thiere. why did the Treasurer bring down
after the account had been closed an ap-
propriation for over £13,0002 The Audi-
tor (eneral says—

This is a case where expenditure has
heen ineurved without Parliamentary
appropriation and without recourse to
Treasury Advance as directed by law.
[ assnme T eannot, under the eircum-
stances, surcharge anyone; as, who is
responsible?

'The matter was referved fo the Solicitor

Greneral who replied to the Auditor Gen-

eral, *! think your assumption ecorreet.”

There the mafter ended. But the fact re-

mains that after this account was finally

settled up Parliament had to approve of
an expenditure of over £13,000, and yet
the leader of the Opposition now asserts

(hal he had the money there all the time.

That money had heen drawn from publie

aceounts,

Hon. Frank Wilson: We had the
bullion. There is sone of it in the
Mugenm to-day. '

The PREMIER: The same thing oe-
surred in connection with the Glasgow-
Paris IExhibition and also in connection
with the metropolitan sewerage.  This
latter aceount was opened in Angust 1908
and closed in June, 1912, and throughonut
that poriod there were debils againsi the
aceonnf which were not charged io Con-
solidated Revenne or General Loan Fund.
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In June, 1912, it was determined that the
Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewer-
age shonld pay it out of their revenue,
and this seems to me somewhai similar
to what is being done with regard to the
strengthening of Victoria Quay as a final
charge against the revenues of the Trust.
There is evidence of the fact that this had
been the practice previously, buf the fact
remains that the arrangement was entered
intv to suit the convenience of the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust, and was the only
possible fair method of allowing the
strengthening of the guay to be done at
onee by making provision for the expen-
diture of a hoge sum of money.

The Minister for Lands: And the ar-
rangement was made by your predecessor.

The PREMIER: Yes. 1 do noi desire
to detain the House at any greater length
exeepl to make brief reference to matters
referred to by one or two other members.
Let we first deal with the question of
water supply. The leader of the Opposi-
tion aceused the Government of exirava-
gance in the expenditure of moneys for
the putting down of bores in agricultoral
districts to obtain water supplies, and he
pointed out that quite a number of the
hores had proved to be duffers. l.at me
assure the Commiitee thai this money was
not by any means thrown away. It was
well spent and has hiad the result of prov-
ing permanent waler snpplies in districts
previously given up by order of
onr  predecessors, In connection with
local anthorities. the leader of the
Opposition asserted (hat  he eould
see no evidence of where the Government
were piving further assistance to the loeal
bodies. Tn 1910-11 the last vear of office
of our predecessors, they gave to the
municipalities by way of subsidies
£11,730, whereas in 1911-12 we gave to
them £37,516, an inerease of £5,783, and
we are providing a sum of £18,000 on this
-year'’s Tstimales. By way of subsidy to
roads hoards the late Government pro-
vided in 1910-11 £29.027. and last year
we provided £36.08, an increase of
£7.071, making a total inerease in the sub-
sidies to municipalities and roads hoards
of £12.8334.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Hon. Frank Wilson:
special grants.

The PREMIER: I will come to them.
The tolal amonut provided this year for
municipalities is £18,000 and for roads
boards by way of subsidy and special
granis, £43,000, making a total of £61,000,
an increase as compared with 1910-11 of
£20,000. That is, we are providing the
local authorities with £20,000 more this
yvear than was provided in the last year
of our predecessors’ term of office. 1
think that is a complete answer o the
stalement of the leader of the Opposilion
that he could not find in the Estimales
where we were providing any greater
amount to assist (he local autborities,
The member for West Perth said that this
Government lad heen veturned to do
something different from any previous
Government,

Hon, Frank Wilson: They have done
it.

The PREMIER: We have done it, and
1 am going to recount for the information
of the member for Wesi Perth and the
leader of the Opposition what we have
done. We have provided a living wage
for ouwr milway employees, for the fea-
chers in owr schools, for the police, the
warders in prisons and asylums, and the
civil servants gencrally. We have sup-
plied water by means of bores which had
heen stopped by our predecessors, and
supplied the settlers with water on the
deferred paymen! system becanse they
were nol In a position to find the ready
money.  We have provided steamers (o
ply on the North-West coast and have
taken up the running of the mail gerviee
on the South-Fast and North-West coasts
at a price £2500 less than the lowest
tender from the private companies. We
liave taken steps to reduce the cost of
meat supplies and by our operations, al-
though of themselves thev are not very
extensive, have caused olhers in the trade
to reduce the price of meat in the metro-
politan distriet to an extent which will
mean a saving of £300 per day in the
pockets of the wage-earners in the meiro-
politan area. We have also seen the de-
strability of utilising our magnificent
karri timber. We are not nervouns about

What about the
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the elfesi vhis will have on the jarrah
trade, because we are salisfied that jarrah
has proved its worth and we can get all
the market we require for it, bul we are
also opening np a new timber asset and
are bringing additional revenue into the
State by eontracting to provide kam
sleepers for the Transcontinental Rail-
way. We have abolished the special rate
introduced by our predecessors on distriet
railways, whieh was an extra tax on later
seltlers as against those move fortunately
sitnated in having been near a railway
for many years. We have nationalised
the DPerth tramway system, and the fer-

ries, and we hope that in the near
future all  ferries will be under
the control of the State. We

gave to the people of the metropoli-
tan area an opportunity of deciding on
which day they would enjoy their half-
heliday. Our friends did everything they
conld to prevent the people getting the
Satnrday half-holiday, but we provided
the machinery for taking the referendum
anid the people have now got their holi-
day. We have provided a pure milk sup-
ply. and ihe result has been the saving of
the lives of many children, particularly
in the childven’s hospital. Those of onr
friends who are so much concerned about
the saving of child life will be exceed-
ingly pleased to know that the member
for West Perth did not even know that
we had lakenr fhis step and saved many
lives in his own elecforate. The provi-
sion of that milk supply does not only
menn that the hospitals are getting their
milk at a cheaper rate than previously.
but also thal they are now getiing a pure
supply whieh has had the effect of sav-
ing a number of lives in the children’s
hospital. 'That has been admitted even
by Liberals who are members of lhe child-
ren’s hospilal committee, We are slowly
but gradually and swely introducing
the eight hours’ prineiple so far as it
aficels all Government employees. We
have added to the staff of the railways
by putting 20 additional men on 20 sta-
tions, tlus enabling the men there to work
eight hours where previously they were
warking twelve hours. We propose to
aded a further 14 men which will make a
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tolal of 30 additional men appoinied in
order to give effect to this eight hours’
prineiple. Those are some of the differ-
ences hetween the present Adiministration
and our predecessors. The members of
the Opposition, together with the Press,
who are their keenest supporters, bad the
andacily to state after the last general
elections thal there would be little differ-
ence between ilie Liberal and the Labour
Administrations, that there would he
nothing to fear, and that the Govern-
ment would be quietly ecarried on
the same as before. But what has
happened 7 To-day we are doing
things very different from the pre-
vious Administration and the people are
appreciating our efforts, although some of
them are too blind and too prejudiced
to admit it. Some members of the Liber-
al party ave nervous about stating” that
we have at times done something in the
interests of the State. 1 have heard of
members of this Assembly being taken
lo task by lLiberal supporters for not
finding something to eomplain about in
the Government. They were told not to
give any praise to the {rovernment, Lo
leave that for Labour supporters to do,
because in giving praise they wounld be
damaging the canse of the Liberal party.
If they conld not find anything to say
azainst the Government they were to say
nothing.

Hon. Frank Wilson :
hear that ?

The PREMIER : That was the poliey
of the leader of the Opposition who has
spolken te¢ his followers about not rising
to criticise us on the Estimaies. Those
who are not blind to the interests of the
State appreciate the fact that we have
done magnificent work during our twelve
months in office, and Lhat we propose to
do magnificent work during the next
twelve months, as is shown hy the Hsti-
mates we have submitted. The wegkness
of the case of the Opposition was shown
in the faet that the most their leaders
would do was to get down to' small
personal matters, He counld not find sufi-
cient things of importance in the Esti-
mates to eomplain about, and had to de-
seend to his nsual tacties of bringing

Where-did you
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in personal matters thaf had nothing to
do with the Estimates. I think I have
given a complete reply to the eriticisms
of of the leader of the Opposition.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Very weak, and
vou have been talking two and a half
hours.

The PREMIER : 1 think my state-
went will convinee any fair-minded man
that the critieisms of the leader of the
Opposition are not founded on fact, and
are not an indietment against the Govern-
went, and instead of being to his eredit
have shown the weakness of hig case. T
liope the Committee will apprecinte not
only our efforts during the past year but
our intenlions for the future as shown
in the Estimates for the current term.

General debate concluded; Voles and
items discussed as follows:—

Vote—His Execellency
£2746 -

Mr. TURVEY moved an amendment—

That the vole be reduced by £1,000.

The time was opportune for (he people
of Western Australia to prevent the con-
stant increase in ihe upkeep of the oflice
of Governor. He moved the amendment
without the slightest disparagement to 1he
present ocenpant. Nolwithstanding that
there was & proposed net deerease of £438
the cost of the mnintenance of (he guber-
natorial positron and contingencies had
mereased. . The Commonwealth Year Book
showed that in 1909-10 the cost of these
positions in the various Stales was—New
South Wales £6,672, Victoria £0,870,
Queensland  £8,896, South Australia
£4.793, Western Aunstralia £7,025, Tas-
mania £3,874, and for the Commonweallh
£202, making a total for ihe Common-
weallth of £6%,264. Taking the 1910-11
ligures, the eost of New Souih Wales was
£14,056-——

The CHAIRMAN: The quesiion being
deall with was purely a malier of ad-
mimstration, and had nothing whatsoever
to do with the appoiniment of the Gov-
ernor, bgeause to vofe any alteration in
the system would reqoire an act of legis-
lation whieh was not being dealt with.
The only matter which eonld he tonched
ou was the administration as shown in
the figures.

the Ciovernor,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. TORVEY: It was his desire to
point oul the comwparative cost in the
various States outside of the question of
salary whicli was covered by special Act.
Per thousand of population the cost in
1910-11 was—New Soulh Wales £8.55,
Victoria £6.47, Queensland £12.98, Soath
Australia  £1843, Western Australia
£25.4G, and Tasmania £18.13. In other
words, it eost Western Auslralia per head
of popaulation six times as much as New
Souih Wales in 1910 and four times as
much as in Victoria in 1911, In Victoria,
South Australia, and Tasmanin the pri-
vile secrelary’s salary was not provided
for under special Aet as if was in West-
ern Australin. For the present year the
vole was (2,740 for upkeep, which was
in addifion te the salary of £4,000 for the
Governor and £350 for ihe privale secre-
tarv. The amount of £2,746 did not in-
cJude sueh iiems ns the cost to (he Railway
Department for His Excellency travelling
in various parts of the State. Tor the
vear ended June last the cost of the
gnbernatorial position increased to £7,0H34,
of which £1,015 was voted for salaries
exclusive of £330 for the privale seere-
tary, and £1,125 15s. 9d. was spent; in
olher words the vole was exceeded hy
£110 13s. 9d. For the upkeep of Gov-
ernment House grounds the vote was
£220, of which £199 17s. 3d. was spenl.
Incidental expenses were set  down at
£1,300, hul £1,511 9s. 3d. was spent, or
£211 9s. 3d. more (han was authorised.
For incidental expenses at Rolinest last
vear £120 was voled and £238 13s. 11d.
was spent, or £118 15s. 11d. more-than
was authorised, so that in addilion to the
salavies of £4,000 and £330 a sum of
£3183 3s. 2d. of the taxpayers’ money
was used to maintain an instituiion whieh
had outlived its utility 1f it ever had any.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member
was using his argumenis against the ap-
peintment of Governors. He must con-
ne his remarks to whether the vole should
he reduced solely on the ground that the
awounk was reo great and not as a basis
for saying {hat the office should he
aholished,

Ny, TCRVEY: The ball room which
cosl £30,000 tou erecl:

Mr. Allen: No, £16.000.




[15 NoveEmeer, 1912.]

Mr. Taylor: Lt has always been staled
in this House as £30,000.

Mr. TURVEY: Like most of the items
it was difiienit to check the amounts, but
there was no return for this expenditure,
whieh ihe people were contributing to an
institution which was merely a retreat for
the so-called elite and aristocracy of Lhe
State. Whereas last year the salaries for
the upkeep of Government House grounds
amounted o £1,015, it was proposed to
increase the total to £1,046, an inecrease
of £30 on last year's vote. For incidental
expenses Government House, the item
was the same as for last year—(1,300.
The items last vear included a motor
mowing machine, which ecost the people
£107 5s. The item for Rottnest incidental
expenses last year was £120 and this year
it was proposed to inecrense it to £150, so
that the proposals for the presenl vear
showed an increase of £91, not ineluding
the mowing machine. Whal had we i
return for all this expenditure. We lad
nice grounds for the privileged few and
the Governmeni House hallroom again for
the privileged few.

Hon. W. €. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): The ballroom is nsed by more of
the general public than the grounds.

Mr. TURVEY: That wag news lo him,
and he would like to know how many of
the general public had ever been invited
to social funelions there. Even so, he id
not think it was the desire of the people
that {his should be continned. He re-
gretled that the Chairman’s ruling pre-
vented him from referring to the position
of Stale Governor und the need for some
olher mode of appointment. He
satisfied with having directed altenlion fo
the matter, and entered his prolest againsi
this imposition on the general taxpayers.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
ruling prevented any discussion on fhe
infention originally expressed by the hon.
member in moving the amendment, 1§ was
better thal the question the hon. member
sought to discuss should be brought for-
ward straightforwardly by a direet mo-
tion in the House, so that Parliament
could pronounce on it. That would be
preferable to the course which mei with
defeat at the last Premier’s Conference.
In order that thiz question might he de-

Wis
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cided in the way laid down by the f-
perial aathority, no good object would
be served by moving a reduction on the
vole at this stage. Certain aclion should
be taken in a direet manner, and follow-
ing on the suceess of our efforts to se-
cure the co-operation of the other Slates
the adjustment of rhe Estimates conld
come amd nol precede it as soneht to he
done in this ease.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Having sup-
poried a similar smendment ence hetore.
he supported this amendment. The ruling
to-night was absolutely differcol o the
ane given an the previons oeeasion when
the question of the appointment of rhe
Gavernor was pretty fully disenssed and
ihe vote taken as an indication that Par-
liament desived & change in the method
of appointinent. Western Auslralin was
not in a position to pay the enormous
sum it was puying for the privilege of
having a Governor, If memhers were Lrue
{o their election pledges they would sup-
part The amendment. aud (he reduetion
of the vole woulil be an indication to the
Lperia! autherities that we desired a
clange. Twenty members of the House
would lave brought forward a wolion
dealing with this question bad there heen
the slighlest idea it eould not be dis-
cussed on this vole. The ruling had ver-
tainly come as a very great surprise. See-
ing the large majority of the members
of the House who were returned pledged
{0 reduce the vote by £6,000 or E7.000,
and seeing it could not be done on this
vote, it was the duly of the Government
(o introduce a Bill to amend the Aet deal-
ing with the Governor’s salary. However,
members should show They paid somne at-
tention lo their election pledges and vote
for the reduction of this vete as much
as they possibly conkd.

Hon, W, . ANGWIN (Honoerary
Minister): 3o fav as election pledyes
went none rveferred to the upkeep of Guv-
ernment Mouse. The hon. member wonld
nof desire that the grounds surrounding
Governmen! House should he allowed to
Zo to rumn i order to earry ont a pledee
dealing with an entively different snhject,
The Listimates hefore the Committee were
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not dealing with the principle but with
the upkeep of the grounds.

Mr. Turvey: And a lot of flummery.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : There was no fluumery about
these items. Parliament would not do
anything whieh had a tendency te bring
the gronnds into a stale of disuse.

Mr. Turvey: Whai is Ttem 12

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : That provided £230 for a
staff,

Mr. Turvey: There is £4,350 provided.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : That was a malter the Chair-
man would not allow us to deal with.

Mr. DWYER moved—

That progress be reported.

Motion pnt and negatived.

Mr. DWYER: The vote should be re-
duced for the sake of the principles
enunciated by almost every member on
the Govermment side of the House, that
the allowance for the Governor should be
reduced to as low a figure as possible con-
sistent with the Constitution. 7The vote
could be considerably reduced if we had
a different system of appointing the Gov-
ernor. This vote could he reduced now
without in any way reflecting on the
character, integrily or ability of the pre-
sent Governov, whom we respected for his
knowledge and for his tact in the conduct
of his office, and for the ability with
which he earried it ount, and whom we
admired for the manner in which he had
always displayed great interest in the
welfare of the community.  Although we
considered that the vote might very well
be reduced, we could at the same time
affirm without any inconsistency that the
genileman who held the office—o

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member
could not affirm any prineiple under this
vole. Tt was laid down that in Com-
mittee of Supply the administrative ae-
tion of a department was open to debate.
but the neecessity for legislation on mat-
ters involving legislation ecould not be
discussed. The principle the bon. mem-
ber desired to have affirmed eonld not be
brought up except by legislation and
conld not be debated in Committee of
Supply.
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My, DWYER: Tt would be possible to
reduce the vole and still maintain every
efliciency in conuection with the guber-
natorial establishment, the cost of which
as disclosed in the vote, was eutirefy in
excess of fhe veal requirements. The
surplus could very well be devoted to edu-
eation purposes, The time had come when
we ought to affirm that unnecessary
officialdom and trappings might very well
be abolished. Most of these items were
devoted (o the clothing of the office.
Whilst we admiited thal the office must
coustitutionally exist, and whilst we ad-
mitted the excellent, in fael the super-
execellent manner in whieh ihe oflice had
been administered by the present holder.
we alsp had to admit that the time bad
come when we should show by our votes
that we thought a different system onght
to obtain.

Mr. DOOLEY : When he asked a ques-
tion on this subject the other day he did
so hecanse he thought the time was op-
portune for dealing with the matter, see-
ing that the present holder of the posi-
tivn was to be transferred. Would the
Minister now siate whelher he wonld faci-
litate the moving of a direet motion on
this subject beeause the present was the
time on which action ought to be laken.
It was his intention to support the amend-
ment.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Would he be per-
mitted to read extracts from Hansard of
1908 on this question?

The CHAIRMAN: There was no de-
sive to prevent the hon. member doing so,
bui if he was nob dealing wilh the ques-
tion of adipinistration le would be
stopped. What took place in 1003 had
nothing to do with the debate Lo-night.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : He merely wanled
to say thal the Ionorary Minister had
absolulely shirked, or attempled to shirk,
the actunl question thal members were
altempting {o get at and he knew thai he
had shirked it.

Hon. W. (. Angwin (Honorary Aini-

ster): The Chairman ruled it out.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: The Honoravy

Minizter and the Minister for Lunds knew
{he desires of members who were sup-
porting the amendment,  They both
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showed this by their speeches in 1908. The
Minister for Works, too, would also know
the object of the amendment as his speech
in 1908 would sbow. Also the Premier
aceording to his speech in 1908. The pre-
sent was the same proposition to reduce
the ilem. If the Government did nol de-
sire the vole reduced bhe hoped they wounld
give the assurance that they wonld provide
an opportunity for members to bring for-
ward a motion on the subject.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: An
undertaking would be given by lhim on
hehalf of the Government to give members
a  chance by direct motion fo dis-
cuss the nuestion as to  the method
of appointment. Tt was Iaid down
distinetly in the despateches on this
question how to go about the matter
if it was desired to accomplish any change
and if we were to carry out the wishes
of hon. members we had to secnre the ae-
complishment of those wishes in conform-
ity with the method laid down.

Mr.- UNDERWOOD: The niethod re-
ferred to by the Minister for Lands was
guoted in the answer given fo a question
the other day by the Premier. He totally
disagreed with the proposal that we shouid
wait nntil all Western Australin agreed
on the matter. His opinion of that answer
was that it was merely a reply of the Cola-
nial  Office’s Under-Secretary’s  under-
strapper. Tt was a reply similar to one
we would get from our Mr. North on a
Saturday morning when that gentleman
had to go and play a tennis game in the
afternoon.

The Minister for Lands: Tt was a reply
from T.ord Crewe.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : Lord Crewe's un-
derstrapper.

The Minister for Lands: It was the re-
sull of n personnl interview the lale Mr.
Price of South Ausiralia had with Lord
Crewe.

Mr., UNDERWOOD: All he could say
then was that thé late Mr. Priee's repre-
sentations were not strong enough, and if
they failed that was no reason why this
Parliament should not make stronger re-
presentations.

Mr. DWYER: 1t might be pointed out
that the member for Greenongh in 1908
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on the same vate complained about the
salary of the Governor of the time and
the salary of the staff, and advocated a
reduction of it. On page 1138 of Hansard
of that year the member for Greencugh
said—

The present was a partieularly con-
venient time for denling with the matier
of His Excellency's salary, seeing that
the tenure of office of the present occu-
pier of the position wounld shortly ex-
pire. Some six years ago when a simi-
lar opportunity argse he (Mr. Nanson)
had brought up this matter and urged
that the salary of the Governor should
be materially reduced.

The CHAIRMAN: This cuestion had
nothing o de with the salary of His Fix-
celleney the Governor, and he could net
allow the hon. member to refer lo the
debates dealing with that question.

Mr. DWYER: Was the discussion on
the question out of order in 19089

The CHAIRMAN: Jt would be impos-
sible for him to give a ruling on anything
that took place in 1908, His ruling was
that any action involving legisiation could
not, be discussed in Committee of Supply.
There was ample opportunily on the Ad-
dress-in-Reply to deal wilh these matters,
and opportunity alse by divect motion.

Mr. DWYER: Under the ruling of the
Chair he would be mevented from dis-
eussing ‘the prineciple, and would have to
remain silent and register a vote which
the public might eonsider unintelligible.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Mini-
ster) : It was clear that whoever held the
office the expenditure would have to take
place under any condition. He was in ae-
eord with the member for Pilbara (Mr.
Underwood) but he could not blind him-
self to the fact that the expenditure must
tnke place.

Mr. MeDOWALL: We could all realise
that 1the money must be paid. To reduce
the vote by £1,000 would be only a farce,
because Lhe money wonld be paid in any
case. If the amendment were pressed to.
a division he would support if, bui, see-
ing thal the Minister for Lands had given
an assurance that we would have an op-
portunity of discussing the whole juestion,
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he thought the betier plan would be to
withdraw the whole amendment.

Mr. MONGER: Fur one he wns not
in favour of the abolition of State Gov-
€rnors.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. nember
could not discuss that question.

Mr. MONGER: Well, he was nol in
favour of the amendment to reduce the
vote.

Mr. TCRVEY: The member for Cool-
gardie had said it would be a faree to ve-
dueca the ilem. Waould the lon. wember
maipntain the zame alfitude when, later on,
we woved to reduce some other ilem?

The CHAIRMAN: The bon. member
could not refer to any other item on the
Fstimates.

Mr. TURVEY: In moving to reduce
this item he had been actnated hy the be-
lief that if we were going to reduce items
at all we ought to begin at the top. 1le
regrelted the debate had now become so
narrowly restricted. The Minister for
Lands had been allowed to vefer to an in-
tevview whieh the late Mr. Price bad had
with Lerd Crewe.

The CHATRMAN: A guestion had been
asked of the Minister and, aecordingly,
the Minister was allowed to reply, but it
vould be useless to allow a long diseus-
sion when nothing eould be accomplished
by il. The question of the abolilion of
State Governors could not be dealf with
on the Fstimates, because it reguired legis-
lation, I was just as well that hon.
members shonld understand that in lhe
consideration of the [istimates he intended

to confine {he discussion to its proper
sphere.
Mr. TURVEY: Reference had been

made to a reply given by the Premier lo
the member for CGeraldten n few nights
ago, and he (Mr. Turvey) had come pre-
pared lo-night to show that the Premier
had quoted only a portion of thalt des-
pateh.  The Minister for Lands had re-
ferred to the same despaleh, but he (M.
Turvey) was prevented from giving the
whole of it, which he bad with him to-
night. However, he would aecept the rul-
ing of the Chairman, and would take the
first opportunily of going fully into the
matter. Thus far he had expressed uo
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desire for the abolition of Stale Govern-
ors. His protest had been made on the
score of the constant inerease of expendi-
ture in the upkeep of the position for the
entertainment of aristocracy at the ex-
pense of the taxpayers. He had no infen-
tion of withdrawing the amendment.
Amendment put and a division takeu
with the following result:—
Ayes .. .. .. ..o 16
Noes ., .. . ..o 14

(&)

Majority for

AYES,

Mr, Corpenter Mr. McDowall

Mr. Dooley Mre. Mullany
Mr. Dwyer Mr. Munsie

Mr. Foley Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Gardiner Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Gi1 Mr. Turvey

Mr. A. A, Wilson
Mr. Underwond

Mr. Jolhnston
Mr. MeDonald

{Taller).
NoEs, .

Mr. Allen Mr. A, N. Plesse

Mr. Angwin , Mr. Scaddan

Mr. Bath Mr. Swan

Mr. Coliier Mr. Taylor

Mr. Layman Mr. F. Wilson

Mr. Male Mr. Wisdom

Mr. Monger Mr. Heitmann
(Teller).

Amendment thus passed.

Mr, MONGER: How was this reduc-
tion to be distributed? Were certain
sums to be taken from the particular
tlems?

The Minister for
fnaneial problem.

Mr., MONGER: Was the leader of the
Iouse desirous of every other item in the
Estimater being treated in the same way,
and wonld he and his party give the sane
unbiassed opinion as they had evidently
ziven on this vote?

Vote (as reduced to £1,746)—put amd
passed.

Lands: That is a

Vote—Ezecutive Council, £60—agrecd
to.
Vote—Legislative Council, £E1,011:
ltem. Select Committees, £200:
Mr. B. J. STUBBS moved an amenl-
menf—
That the ilem be reduced by £150.
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The Legislative Council had developed a
mabia this session for appointing select
commitftees, and the only appareni reason
was that they desired by this means tio
cither mutilate or defeat legislation which
they had not the conrage to do outright.
During the year 1905-6 Lhe vote for select
vommitiees was £50, and the expenditure
nil; 1906-7, vote £30, expenditure £10;
1907-8, vole £25, expenditure £7; 1908-9,
vote £20, expenditure £3; 1909-10, vole
£10, expenditre £15; 1910-11, vote £10,
expenditure nil; 1911-12, vote £10, expen-
diture £3. Now at the express request of
these eontrglling the Legislative Council
the Government had placed £200 down {or
select committees from that Chamber,
There was only one reason for it and that
was to fry to deceive the people of fhe
ecountry when another place desired fo
delent and matilate legislation.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon.
member was not in_ovder in referving to
another place in thal way.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS : Then he wonld
withdraw the remark.

Mr. Movger 1 Allow me the same Iat-
titude.

The CHAIRMAN : Order !

Mr. B. J. STUBRBS : The expenditure
was ubsolutely nnuecessary as had been
proved by the amounts requived in pre-
vious years.

Mrv, FOLEY : The amendment would
have his support. The eleetors intended
that Pavliament should do the necessary
business of the country. If the State
conld nnt chonse men of sullicient intelli-
gencee lo do the work, it was not right
that provision shonld have te he made
for seleet eommittees.  This session a
scleet commitiee had heen appoinied on
the same subject by each House, each
eomiittee had heard the same witnesses
and dealt with the matter at the same
time, and vet totally different verdicls
were arrived at. Tixpenditure on select
committecs was an absolute waste of
meoney. The amount was placed on the
Estimates with the direct infention of e-
feating much of the lezislation that Par-
liament wished to carry and whieh the
peaple desired should he earried. He
waentld like fo see the item removed alto-
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gether because so far seleet commitiees
had been futile, irrespective of which
House appointed them.

Mr. MONGER : As to the reasous
advanced by the member for Subiaco (Mr.
B. J. Stubbs) he was at a loss to under-
stand them, and it seemed strange that
the member for Leonora {Mr. Folay) took
such exception to select eommittees.

Mr. Foley : T took the same exception
when the last committee was proposed.

A, MONGER : Last session he moved
for a seleel committee to enquire into a
ceriain matter. Tarly this session another
place appointed a select commitiee lo
enquire into that matter and later on
the member for Subiaeo, whose attitude
it was diflieull to describe in nice polished
language, secured the appointment of a
select commiitee in that Chamber.
Whether the hon. member was the mark
of the Minister for Works, or whether he
had acted on his own iniliative, he did nol
know. Now, however, the same member
had the bhlessed effronterv to stand up
and say the expense must be done away
with. Would he give a straight-out siate-
ment of his reasons for moving for a
committee when another place had ap-
pointed a eommitiee, and for his abso-
lutely unfair and unreasonable report?

The CITATRMAN : The hon. member
was out of order in referring to any ques-
fion regarding o particular select com-
mittee. The (nestion was the reduction
of the item for select vommittees,

AMr. MOXNGER : Tt was lis belief
that he was in order in referring lo the
attitude of the hon. member.

The CTTATRMAN : The lhion. mem-
ber was not in order in referring to what
the member frr Subiace did in eonnee-
tion with a seleet ecommittee.

The Minister for Mines :
Chairman’s ruling.

Mr. MONGER : 7That would be done
when the proper time came.

The Minister for Mines: You do not
do o verv often. .

Alr. MONGER : The hon, member might
give reasonabie grounds for his altitude
when ecausing the appoiniment of what
he helieved had been the most expensive
select committee. He would not mind

Accept the
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if the item was struck out and if members
in fnture, confined their labours io the
floor of the Chamber. So long as there
was as chairman of a select comuwiitee
a zenlleman like the member for Subiaco
we would not get reasonable and fair and
honest——

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. MOXNGER : One could not Leip em-
phasising tlie stafement that the report
produced by ihe member for Subiaco

The CHAIRMAXN: Quder!

Mr. MONGER; Was absolutely

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Hon. FRANIX WILSON: The Treas-
urcr should explain what this £200 was
required for. The bulk of it wonld he re-
quired, in all probahility, for the two
select committees that sat together, the
expense of the joint sittings beingeharged
up against the Legislative Counecil. Al-
though we were supposed to represent the
inlelligence of the people, nevertheless it
was by our orders that these select com-
mitlees were appointed. If we refrained
from appointing select committees theve
wotld be no expenditure under this ilem.
1f the House appointed a select committee
it must fool the Rill.

The Minister for Mines: Why so many
select commitlees this session?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The item of
£23 put down against the Legisative As-
senibly could not possibly eover the ex-
penditure of the Assembly's share of the
joint select committe on the Wickepin-
devvedin vailway.

Mr. MULLANY: Apparventy the
position was hat the Assembly had no
say in regard to whetlier the Conneil ap-
pointed seleet commitiees or not, but the
money must he voted, though in 9
per cent. of the cases select committecs
were absolutely unnecessary and their
work was of litile valne to the State.
Members were sent (o Parliament to iran-
saet the business of the State in the Cham.
ber, the place where the business shonld
he earried out.

The PREMIER : Tn regard to the Esti-
mates of the Tegislative Assembly, the
Legislative Couneil and the Joint Houses
the Treasurer had really no control, as
they were in the hands of Parliament it-
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self. The expenditure this year on this
item was due pariicularly to the Wongan-
Hills-Mullewa railway and Wickepin-
Merredin railway select eommittees, which
necessitated considerable expenditure, and
the Assistant Clerk of the Legislative
Couneil bad arranged with the Under
Treasurer to inerease the Couneil item,

which on the draft Estimates was £10, and

lo leave the Assembly item untouched,
The cost of the Wongan Hills-Mullewa
railway inguiry was £63 7s. 10d,, and that
of the Wickepin-Merredin railway inquiry
£111 5s. 7d. Iad the Legislalive Assembly
been charged with its share of the latter
the Council item would be reduced to
£150. That did not include prinling
which would add to the cost of these in-
qniries.

dMir. FOLEY: We were always led to
believe that' the other Chamber was a
Chamber of review with men of solidarity
and superior wisdom.

The CHATRAMAN : The hon. member is
not in order.

My, FOLEY: After legislation left the
Assemhly the gentlemen in the council
ghould bhe able to deal with it in a moanner
creditable to the ecountry. Tt was ro-
nmionred thronghout Perth that on one
specinl seleet commities the ehairman gave
information to the man mostly concerued
with the committee and who had made div-
ect charges against the Premier; and be-
fore that commitltee gave its verdiet, that
man, being advised by the chairman, had
apologised fo the Premier. If that was
the way select commiflees were carrvied
out it was to he trusted there wonld be
no more while the present Government
were in power. He was referring to the
Wongan Hills-Mullewn select vommilies.
vhich did not do work worth the money
paid.

Mr. MONGER: One could not heav a
reflection east on (he chairman of this
select committee without

Mr. Heitmann: Lie down.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Mr. MONGER : When the hon. member
could put him down he would do so. It
was unfair that remarks like those of
the member for Leonora should be given
expression to.
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Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Though in or-
dinary circumstances be would nof feel
disposed to interfere with votes put be-
fore the House by another Chamber, in
view of the statement made by the leader
of the Opposition that he was going to get
the informafion he required in ancther
place, if he could not get it in this Cham-
ber, he wounld support the amendment.
The leader of the Opposition supported
the item because he was going lo use
select committees in another place when
refused select commitiees by the Assembly.
The hon. member exposed his motives,

The CHAIRMAN: The aititude of the
leader of the Opposition in this Chamber
had nothing to de with the appoiniment
of select committees in another place.

Mr. E, B, JOHNSTOX: The leader of
the Opposition wounld lead members to
think differently.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must not take rulings from the leader
of the Opposition.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Since the
leader of the Opposition said he was
going to get select committees appointed
in another place whenever he was denied
information in the Assembly, and since
one was told the leader of the Opposition
was using the other Chamber for pur-
poses of this kind, one must oppose the
item before the committee.

Mr. MeDOWALL: Seeing that £174
of this money had already been spent it
was not much use erving over spilt milk.
He did not think the Legislative Council
would run riot wiith £23, whieli was the
balanee that remained. We should not
eavil at a vote of this deseription, but if
a prineiple had heen involved it would
have been another matter.

Mr, UNDERWOQOD: The Legislative
Couneil had the absolute right to appoint
select committees when it was deemed
desirable lo do so, and the expenses of
these committees had fo be paid, there-
fore it was useless to attempt to reduce
the amount.

Amendment put and negatived.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Legislative .Issembly, £2,180;
Joint  Houses of DParliament, £8956;
Premier's Office, £1,172; Treasury,

£9.536; _Audit, £9,5756—agreed to.
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Vote — Compassionate
£3,253:

Item, C. Lee Steere, late Clerk Legis-
lative Assembly at £30 per annum from
1st May, 1912

Mr. HEITMANN: Would the Trea-
surer give an explanation of this item?

The PREMIER: This amount bhad
been put on the Estimates beeause of a
ruling given by the Auditor General that
under certain circumstances it was not
within the province of the Governor-in-
Council to add a certain amount to a
pension to be paid to a retiring publie
servant, When Jr, lLee Steere retired,
in order to enable his pay to veach a
certaln amount, provision was made for
£30 per annum te appear én the Estimates
as a Compassionate allowance. This year
it was £35 becanse £5 was due from (he
previous year.

Mr, HEITMANN: While apprecialing
the explanation it was a very bad prac-
tice indeed, generally speaking, to give
publie servanis an advantage of so many
vears’ additional service on their retire-
ment.  When this officer resighed the
Government added two or three years to
the period that he had actnally served.
The same thing was done in the case of
Mr. Ord, who had received the benefit of
nine or tenn years which e did not serve.
There should be some means of getiing

Allowances,

rid of an officer wilhout making this
addition. Ti was a bad principle. The

officer had been well paid during all the
vears he had oceupied the post, and
should have been allowed only his proper
pension aceording to the vears of his
service.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: If ever
Parliameni had had a loyal servant who
had suffered in health through constant
applieation to his duoties it was the late
Clerk of Parliament, Mr., Lee Steere.
Although, perhaps, invidious to make
eomparisons, he eould not refrain from
saying that there was no velalion what-
ever hetween the value of the services ren-
dered hy Mr. Lee Steere and that of those
rendered by Mr. Ord. My, Lee Steere
had suffered in health through the seden-
tary occupation, and his medical adviser
asserted that his life would be materially
shortened if he remained much longer
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in the position. - Seeing that Mr. Lee
Steere had given up his post only because
he could ot remain in it and live, it had
been felt that full consideration should
be given him, and that and nothing more
was what he had got. At the time it was
held to be doubiful whether he would be
able to do anything at all in the future
by way of earning a living for himself,
and the £270 pension to which he was
entitled was increased to £300. In re-
gard to Mr, Ord, if any years had been
added to his actual serviee it must have
been done without due regard to the faet
that that officer bad no claim whatever
upon the State for any such considera-
tion. Although a very nice gentleman,
Mr. Ord had for many years filled a
sinecure, to make the best of it.

Mr. Underwood: Why did you not gel
rid of him?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Because if
had not been desired to pay him a pension
while it was possible to get even sufficient
work out of him to represent (he differ-
ence between his salary and his pension.
The two eases could not he compared.
In the one we had an officer who had
broken down his health in the serviee of
the State, and who consequently, was
deserving of every consideralion, while,
so far as Mr. Ord was concerned, that
gentleman was doing very well fo be
allowed to have a pension at all.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The pensions
paid to civil servants were a bit too big.
Outside the service & man could work Lill
he broke down, when he could either go
into the Old Men’s Home or apply for
the Commonwealth allowance of ten
shillings a week. A man who had a con-
stant job and an easy one at a good
salary for a great number of years did
not seem tg him to be as deserving of a
pension as the other man who had worked
hard for little pay and got nothing mn the
end, In his opinion £270 was a sufficiently
good pension, and did not require fo be
raised to £300. As for Mr, Lee Sieere’s
health having broken down as the result
of constant attention to duty, lie was eer-
tain that no man’s health ecould break
down through the work attaching to that
particnlar position. He did not know
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of any easier position in all the State than
that of Clerk of Parliament, unless it was
that of Governor. Tf a member of Par-
liament with all his expenses could live
on £300 a year, a man in retirement ought
to be able to live on £270, The fact that
he appreciated Mr. Lee Steere’s ability
and personality was the only reason why
he did not move to reduce the item, As
a custodian of the funds, he did nob think
the item was warranted.

The PREMIER: In order that there
should be no misunderstanding in con-
nection with the method of paying pen-
sions lo vetired publiec servants, he might
exploin  that it was after consultation
with the leader of the Qpposition, whe
prior to leaving ofltce, had been dealing
with the question of Mr. Lee Steere’s
pension, that the terms on which he ve-
tired had been arranged and this allow-
ance of £30 was something extra given
to an old Parliamentary servant in order
to Lring bis pension up to £300. The
other question brought up was the general
system adopted for paving pensions Lo
public servanis. The member for Cue
had taken exception ip the addition of
vears fo a  man’s service, bul the
Superannuation Act contained a provisiou
that the Governor-in-Counecil mighi add
any time up to ten years to the period
of service of a public servant for the
purpose of computing s pension after
his office had heen abolished. In some
cases that had been done for the pur-
pose of bringing the officer’s age up to
G0 years on his refirement.  For in-
stance, 1f an officer was relired at 54, six
yeavs had heen added to his term of
serviee {o allow of his receiviny a pension
as if he had reiired at 0. The present
Governnient had endeavoured to place
all civil servanls on exactly the same
hasis and not to make fish of one and
fowl of another. That had not heen the
policy in the past, and a number of claims
had been put in based on the fact that
others had received special eonsideration
in the pasf. The present svstem for the
retirement of publie servants was ohsolete
and {he Government Arluary was now
obiaining data in order o enable the
Government next session to provide a
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new system whereby every public servant
whether he was a wages man or salaried
officer, would be able to get some pension
on his retirement. The system would
probably be on. the basis of a contri-
bution by the civil servants, supple-
mented by the Biate.

Mr. E. B. Johnston : You will not con-
fiscate existing rights.

The PREMIER : Parliament would
have to decide that question ; he would
not make any promise. Except as re-
garded a few who were reaching the re-
tiring age, the pension would be probably
more liberal than at present, except that
the recipient would be called upon to
contribute some proportion. Bo far as
Mr. Lee Bteere’s compassionate allow-
ance was concerned, this was a small meed
of consideration to an old and esteemed
servant and was only costing tho State
£30 per annum.

Mr. MULLANY : Not Dbeing person-
ally acquainted with Mr. Lee Steere he
was nob in & position te diseuss the value
of his services, but if he was in receipt of
o pension of £270, and a compassionate
allowance of £30 was being added, that
gentleman was being treated liberally
indeed. The public servants had no
more right to a pension than any man
outside the service who had worked all
his life in the State.

The CHATRMAN : The hon. member
was not in order in referring to the prin-
ciple of pensions. Pensions had nothing
to do with compassionate allowances.

Mr. MULLANY: Any man who en-
gaged in ferming in the agricultural arens
in prospecting on tho goldfields, or en-
gaged in business cperations, and at the
close of his life through no fault of his
own, was placed in a position that he was
unable to work and had no funds to fell
back on, receivod only & weekly pension
of 10s. from the Federal Covernment.

The CHAIRMAN: The diseussion
must be confined to item 7.

Mr. MULLANY : The member for Cue
was to be congratulated on having
brough‘\; forward this question, which
cou_]d be debated at another stage. , -
TMr. FOLEY : Mr. Lee Steere was in
receipt of & pension, which showed that
the State had acted fairly to him. Tt
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would be noticed that the relatives of
wages men and others lost in the “ Koom-
bana '’ were to receive only £350. In
granting compassionate allowances the
first consideration should be to grant
them to those to whom they wouid do
the greatest amount of good. Instead
of payments to civil servants who had
received a fair return for sheir services
to the State, he would prefer that money

. should be set aside for the relatives of

working men who had nothing to look
forward to at the end of their working
days. Sufficient kindness had heen
shown by the State to this gentleman
and he would sooner that the iterm had
not appeared.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Government Motor Cars, £2,000

—agreed to.
Vote—Government  Savings Bonk,—
£20,260:

Item, Maunager, £528:

Mr. UNDEBWOOD: There was &
previous wote on which he would have
liked to have spoken. There should le
some pause between the different votes.

The CHATRMAN : A pause was made
between everyone. It could not be said
that he had not allowed sufficient time
for debate right through.

Mr. UNDERWQOD : The Chairman’s
idea of & pause and his varied. He was
pleased to see that the Government had
increased the manager's salary. That
officer had not been treated as well as
many in the public service who were
doing less work. He was pleased that
the manager had received a little rize and
trusted that there would be further pro-
gress.

The PREMIER : Last year the vote
provided on the Estimates was £500 and
£528 had been expended. That was due
to the reclassification heing made retro-
spective from the Ist July, 1911, and
in accordance with that promise, the
same amount was provided this year.
With the oxception of one or two of the
prolessional gentlemen in the public ser.
viee no increments were being provided
this vear for public servants who were
receiving more than £252, but all under
£252 were getting their annual incre-
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ments as promised, that was, & £12 rise
on the previous year. Last year public
servants had heen paid the amounts
according to their reclassification as from
Ist July, and tho extra amounis were
shown, the incrcases for this year having
heen added. The two amounts repre-
sented the increase on the reclassitication
as compared with 1910-11.  Menbers
would, therefore, appreciate the difference
in the pay to public servants.

Vote pnt and passed.

Votes—Government  Stores, £11,684
Indenting Office, £4,768—agvreed to.

Vote—Literaru und Scientific Grants,
£13,775:

Ttem—University Extension Lectures,
Perth, £100:

Mr. DWYER : Would the Premier ex-
plain whether this amount had been
expended 7 If it had not been expended
he would draw attention to the fact that
the Western Australian Uhiversity staff
would probably be appointed early in the
year, and he presuined they would take
on extension lectures which should be
included as part of their duties. They
were not likely to he over-burdencd with
work during the first couple of yesrs,
and considering that they would be paid
large salaries, this was work which the
new University staff might well under-
take, and consequently it would mean a
saving of £100 to the State.

The PREMIER : This amount had not
vet been made available. In fact most
of the amounts were not paid until they
were finally sanctioned by Parliament.
In very few instances wers payments
made until the Estimates had been finglly
passed. He would consider the point re-
ferred to, and wunlesz there was some
special reason to the contrary, our Uni-
versity might undertake these lectures
and the £100 might e saved to the State.

Ttem—Adelaide University--Loeal
Examinations, £100 :

Mr. DWYER : The same remark ap-
plied in this case. The Treasurer might
make enquiries regarding this item in the
Tight of the fact that our own University
would be established shortly.

The PREMIER : Yes, the same thing
applied. The possibilities were that Loth
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of these items would dizsappear from the
Estimates after this year.

{tern— Public Library of Western Aas-
tralia, £3,500:

Mr. DWYER: A large building had
recently been erected, and the grant was
exactly the same as iast vear. It stoad
to reason that we could not supply stock
and mainiain & new building and provide
additional facilities to the public without

. an increase in the wmount.

Mr. Heitmann : The new building might
facilitate matters,

Mr. DWYER: Purther consideration
might be given to the item. Ho could
not move for an increase, but the Tablic
Library of the principal city of the State
was & place of recourse for citizens and
outside people for books of reference.
The Treasurer might take a broad view
of the matter and consider whether, in
fature. he rould not increase the irem by
at least £1,000.

The PREMIER : With the desirability
of giving further assistance to the Publie
Library, Museum and Art Callery he
agreed, but the Government would not
be warranted in increasing the amounts
to such institutions when confronted with
a deficit on the annual accounts. He
had pointed out to the representatives of
the trustees who lhad approached him
that nothing would please him more than
to give these institutions sufficient money-
to carry on in a proper and up-to-date
manmner, but he had said it was the
first duty of the Government to have
regard to those who were preducing and
until they could be given all the facilitics
they required, he could not do other than
was provided on the Estimates this year,
and that the trustees must make ends
meet with that amount. If they could
not, they must close down. They must
study economy, the smmne as overy de-
partment had to do. If it meant that
with every new building we must have
an increased vote in order to have a
better display, the State would very soon
have to refuse. This institution, could
not complain. It must be understood
there was no intention to increase the

grant.
Yote put and passed.
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Votes——Lithographic, £6,521; London
Agency, £4,847; Printing, £39,740—
agreed to.

Progress reported.

ASSENT TO BILL.
Mesgage received notifying assont to
the Supply Bill, £492,225.

House adjourned at 12-5 a.m. (Satur-
day).

Aegislative Council,

Tuesdny, 19k November, 1912
Feirr
Assent to Supply Bill ... e 3
Motion : A'bﬂpl'lg{ﬂes Reserves . .. W77
Billa : Shearers Accommodation, 3n. BATT
Fremantle Harbour Trust Ameudmeut.
tage . 77
ngPoSchool Act Amendment, Com. 3487
Workerg’ Compensation, 2R. 3193
Munieipal Corporalions Act Amendmcnt 1n.
Puoblic Works Comunittee, IR ... - 31
Gorvernuent Tramways, 1= 3511
High School Act Amendment Rill Salect Com 3511

consideration of Beport ... 177

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
+.30 p.m.. and read prayers.

ASSENT TO SUPPLY BILL.
Messagze received notifying assent 1o
the Supply Bill, £492,225,

MOTION — ABORIGINES’
SERVES

On molion by Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY
{North-East) resolved: That the motion
relating to reserves for aborigines passed

hy this House on the 14th inst. be (rans-

RE-

mitted by Messagre to the Legislative
Assembly for their coneurvence.
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BILL — SHEARLERS
TION.

Read a thivd time and passed.

ACCOMMODA-

BILL=FREMANTLE HARBOUR
TRUST AMENDMEXT.

Repart of Committee adopted.

HIGH SCHOOL ACT AMENDMEXNT
BILL—SELECT COMMITTEFE.

Cansideration aof Repodt.

Debate resumed from 14th November
on motion by Hon. . Banderson for the
adoptien of the report of the seleet eom-
mitter and the amendment of Hon. W.
iWingsmill to add a new elause—(3.)
That neither the Class “A" Reserve, silu-
atet in Harvesi-terrace, nor any other
lands should be vested in the wovernors
of the High Sehool withoul the detinite
approval of Parliament, and that a clause
to this effert should he added to the pres-
ent Bill.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M, Drew): 1 am nof prepared to sup-
port the motion for the adoption of the
veport of the select committee, neither
can 1 support the amendment moved Ly
Mr. Kingsmill, The select committee were
appareutly under the impression that it
is the duty of the Government to join
with the High Sehool governors in pre-
paring some scheme for the futnre gov-
ernment and carvying on of the High
School.

Hon. W, Kingsmill:
the governors.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
seems to be what the rveport states. A
majority of the membhers of the select
committee have come to the conelusion
that il is necessary that both the High
School governors and the Government
shonld confer with a view fo preparing
a scheme for the future carrving on of
the High School. Well T can tell members
clearly and definitely that the Government
have no such intention aud that they do
not propose fo Join with the High School
overnors, or anyone else, in the prepara-
tion of any such schewe. The Bill as suh-

Tt is the duty of



